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This UNIQUE EVENT is the premier conference for VCs, angels, 
and entrepreneurs on the East Coast.

Come meet some of the nation’s top venture capitalists, 
investors and entrepreneurs in a FULL DAY of networking, 

learning, connecting, and celebrating innovation and 
entrepreneurship! It’s going to be an event you wont want to 

miss!

REGISTER NOW!
ECVC.co
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7:30 - 9:00am
REGISTRATION/NETWORKING

9:00 - 9:15am
WELCOME REMARKS 
S. TIEN WONG, Chairman, Tech 2000 and Lore Systems
CHRISTIAN DORSEY, Vice Chairman, Arlington County Board

9:20 - 10:00am
FIRESIDE CHAT WITH ROCKSTAR CEO
BRIAN HOFFMAN, CEO, OB1; Project Maintainer, OpenBazaar

10:00 - 11:00am
PANEL: HOW TO SURVIVE & THRIVE IN TODAY’S 
BLOCKCHAIN AGE
Moderator: BRIAN FANZO, Founder & CEO, iSocialFanz; Ranked #15 on Onalytica’s 
list of top social media influencers worldwide; acclaimed blogger, podcaster, and 
speaker
SAMUEL CASSATT - Chief Strategy Officer, ConsenSys
DANNY LEE- Co-Founder, Secure Idenity Ledger Corporaiton 
CYNTHIA TRAEGER - CEO, Pacific; President, VSI Pacific
ELIZA WENSLEY - Founder and COO, Databook
JOHN WISE - Founder and CEO, Loci

11:00  - 11:50am

COMPANY SHOWCASE/ROCKET PITCH
Abele Group - Ifeanyi Jems
Bleexy - Argentina Moise
Blocksafe Technologies - Scott Whitman
Databook- Robert Wensley
Menokadu - Mark McLindon
TenLoop - Daniel Chen

11:50 - 12:40pm
NETWORKING LUNCH

12:45 - 2:45pm
CONCURRENT PANELS
 TRACK A - TECHNOLOGY DISRUPTION (AUDITORIUM)
 TRACK B - FINANCE AND CRYPTO (ROOM 2080)

AGENDAEAST COAST
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12:45 - 1:45pm
CONCURRENT PANELS I

PANEL A1: THE COMING TOKENIZATION OF REAL ESTATE, 
LAW, AND FINANCIAL SERVICES (AUDITORIUM) 
Moderator: JONATHAN ABERMAN, Founder and Managing Partner, Ampilfier Ventures; 
Founder, TandemNSI; Professor, Robert H. Smith School of Business, UMD
FANNIE DELAVELLE - Managing Director, World Bank Youth Summit; Analyst, World Bank 
Group; Analyst, Gender Innovation Lab
DAHNA GOLDSTEIN - Professor, Georgetown University; Fellow, New America
CHARLIE KISER - CEO, Griot; Advisor, Loci.io and CAARMO, Inc.
DR. JIM KYUNG-SOO LIEW - Professor of Finance, Johns Hopkins Carey School of Busi-
ness; Founder, SoKat.io

ELISABETH STAHL - Distinguished Engineer and Chief Technical Strategist, IBM

PANEL B1:SECRETS TO DOING A SUCCESSFUL ICO (ROOM 2080)
Moderator: TYLER KIRK, Associate, Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati
JENA BINDERUP - White Paper Consultant for ICO/STO/Token Offerings
JOHN WISE - Founder and CEO, Loci
CAROL VAN CLEEF - CEO, Luminous; Founder, Comptegrity

1:45 - 2:45pm
CONCURRENT PANELS II

PANEL A2: HOW BLOCKCHAIN REDUCES FRICTION AND 
IMPROVES SERVICE DELIVERY IN HEALTHCARE, ENERGY & 
RETAIL (AUDITORIUM)
Moderator: MATT URETSKY,  Associate, McCarter & English
SHEREESE MAYNARD -  Managing Director, Envision Care; Board Member, Visting Angels
ARGENTINA MOISE - Founder & CEO, Bleexy, Rover Store, and InSight Software
DESIREE DICKERSON - Blockchain and Digital Currency Fellow, Women for Women Interna-
tional; Manager, Atlas Research
LISA GUS - Founder and CEO, WishKnish; Managing Partner, Whampa
JOHN PALMISANO - Chairman, eTrios Commodities

AGENDA
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PANEL B2: ALL THINGS CRYPTO - WHAT’S UP WITH BIT-
COIN, ETHEREUM, RIPPLE, NEO, IOTA AND OTHER ALT-
COINS 
(ROOM 2080)
Moderator: ANDREW BERKOWITZ, CEO/Founder, Global Startup Media and Host of The 
Global Startup Movement
JOSHUA BOLES - Senior Managing Director, Savage Funding
KELCEY GOSSERAND - Managing Partner, Trellis NYC; Co-Founder, New York City AI; block-
chain evangelist, speaker, writer
PAUL MCNEAL - Co-Founder, CryptoMarket360, LLC
AKIN SAWYERR - Managing Director, Feleman; Director, SplashMobileMoney; Advisor, Esu-
su and GETJAMA
JENNY Q. TA - CEO / Founding Partner, VCNetwork.Co; Founder & CEO, Sqeeqee.com

2:45 - 4:00pm
NETWORKING

AGENDA

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

CONNECTpreneur SUMMER FORUM
1812 NORTH MOORE, ROSSLYN, VA

JUNE 21, 2018

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN PRESENTING IN OUR COMPANY SHOWCASE, 
PLEASE CONTACT REGAN NELSON AT RNELSON@OPUS8.COM
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BRIAN HOFFMAN, CEO, OB1
Brian Hoffman is the CEO and co-founder of OB1, a company focused on building software for 
OpenBazaar, a decentralized peer to peer marketplace for global free trade using Bitcoin. He 
spent over 10 years working with clients like US Department of Defense, classified agencies 
as well as many Fortune 500 companies like Neiman Marcus, FedEx, Boeing and Hilton 
Hotels providing cybersecurity consulting services. He now runs one of the most well-known 
decentralized application projects in the space with OpenBazaar.

S. TIEN WONG, CHAIRMAN, TECH 2000 INC. AND LORE SYSTEMS
Tien is Chairman of Tech 2000, a Northern Virginia based leader in technology training, mobile 
e-learning, and mobile content management platforms. He is also Chairman of Lore Systems, a 
provider of network engineering, cloud computing, and VCIO services.
In 1991, Tien co-founded and served as CEO of CyberRep, Inc. until its acquisition in 2003 by 
Affiliated Computer Services. CyberRep was one of the largest privately held CRM outsourcing 
companies in the world with over 2,300 employees and $80 million in revenue. Today, the 
CyberRep/ACS business unit is one of the world’s largest call center operations, with over $2 
billion in revenue as a division of Xerox Corp. CyberRep was ranked for 4 consecutive years 
in INC. Magazine’s “Inc. 500” as one of the fastest growing private companies in the USA. 
CyberRep was profitable for 11 straight years and was backed by Allied Capital Corporation.

Tien is a recognized international expert in CRM, direct marketing, and BPO, having presented 
at dozens of industry events around the world, and written numerous articles on the CRM and 
BPO spaces. He has provided industry commentary on the ABC, Fox, NBC, CNBC, Maryland 
Public Television, and China’s CCTV networks, as well as Time Magazine, The Washington 
Post, Inc. Magazine, and Success Magazine. He serves on several boards including the 
Montgomery County, Economic Development Corp., CIT GAP Fund’s Investment Advisory 
Board (IAB), the Digital DC Tech Fund IAB, the Potomac Officer’s Club and FounderCorps. He 
was appointed by Governor Martin O’Mally to the 9-member Maryland Venture Fund Authority 
which allocates and manages $84 million of capital which is invested into top tier venture 
funds. He is an Entrepreneur in Residence at Georgetown University’s McDonough School of 
Business, and a graduate of Dartmouth College. 

JONATHAN ABERMAN, FOUNDER & MANAGING PARTNER, AMPILFIER VENTURE
Jonathan started Amplifier Ventures in 2004 to help entrepreneurs launch technology 
businesses, and has since seeded 16 startup technology businesses in internet, 
nanotechnology, energy conservation, mobile and cybersecurity sectors. An affiliated 
consulting business, Amplifier Advisors followed in 2009, to allow Jonathan to apply his 
expertise to entrepreneurial approaches to innovation creation and commercialization, working 
for a wide range of government, for profit and not-for-profit ventures. In 2013 he formed 
TandemNSI, a public private partnership that has created a large and growing community of 
entrepreneurs and national security agencies to address advanced technology challenges of 
national importance. 
He is identified as a leader of change and influence in print and television media, among 
other things being recognized by Washingtonian magazine as a “Tech Titan,” by Washington 
Business Journal as a member of the “Power 100” and by the Commonwealth of Virginia as 
one of the “50 Most Influential Entrepreneurs” in the Commonwealth. He hosts What’s Working 
in Washington, a podcast and weekly show on WFED examining innovation in one of the least 
understood business communities in the country. Jonathan’s interviews reveal how D.C. is 
about way more than just politics

Speakers
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Jonathan is a committed educator, and has been adjunct professor at a number of 
universities. He is currently  Professor of Entrepreneurship at the Smith School of Business 
of the University of Maryland, where he teaches a broad range of classes in business 
formatting, strategy and family entrepreneurship. He has been an active policy maker and 
has served national, state and local governments in many advisory capacities.  Jonathan 
is a sought-after commentator on developments in technology, innovation and political 
economics. He has a weekly column in the Washington Post, and is often quoted in 
Washington Business Journal and Huffington Post and The New York Times. 

ANDREW BERKOWITZ, CEO, GLOBAL STARTUP MEDIA
Since launching The Global Startup Movement podcast, Andrew has interviewed leading 
entrepreneurs and venture capitalists in dozens of startup markets around the world. He’s 
traveled the world launching white-label podcast series for brands ranging from Web Summit 
in Lisbon to the iHub incubator in Kenya. He now runs Global Startup Media, a podcast 
media network, creating content in the cryptocurrency, venture capital, and startup space 
and producing white-label podcast content for brands.

JENA BINDERUP, WHITE PAPER CONSULTANT FOR ICO/STO/TOKEN OFFERINGS
Specializing in developing targeted communications, marketing strategies and technical 
storylines for complex technologies in emerging industries including cryptocurrency and 
fintech, computers and engineering, law, healthcare, telecommunications, and military 
and defense/law enforcement. Strong experience in both government and private sectors. 
Skilled in public speaking and sales; client acquisition and retention; and highly tailored 
communications.

JOSHUA BOLES, SENIOR MANAGING DIRECTOR, SAVAGE FUNDING
Joshua N. Boles is an American entrepreneur specializing in complex business engagements, 
with over a decade of experience in capital formation for real estate, energy and intangible 
transactions. Mr. Boles serves as the Senior Managing Partner for SAVAGE Funding, a capital 
formation firm with longstanding relationships spanning Wall Street, family offices, and 
financial institutions around the world. Joshua went all-in on crypto and blockchain in 2017, 
having spent most of the year receiving unparalleled education from the industry leaders. His 
previous experience includes the formation of complex public-private partnership financing 
transactions, mergers and acquisitions for family office clients, and quantifying opportunities 
through advanced mathematical models for advisory clients.

ED BUKSTEL, CEO, CLINICAL BLOCKCHAIN, LIKELY MEDICINE & VITAMIN SPICE
Ed Bukstel has 30 years of clinical data integration, data security, and communications 
experience. He has successfully licensed systems and services to companies, including 
international pharmaceutical and managed care organizations. Mr. Bukstel designed one of 
the first Electronic Medical Record Systems that incorporated data communications standards 
and was a founding member of the ASTM E1238 Standard that became the foundation of 
HL7. He has been a national speaker on electronic data interchange and has been a guest 
lecturer at The Wharton Business School.  Mr. Bukstel has written extensively on Blockchain 
and Healthcare and founded Clinical Blockchain in August 2016 to address Patient – Doctor 
Messaging on a Blockchain Platform.

Speakers
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SAM CASSATT, CHIEF STRATEGY OFFICIER, CONSENSYS
Sam Cassatt is CSO at ConsenSys, the blockchain venture production studio and custom 
software consultancy that is leading the development of the Ethereum ecosystem. With ex-
pertise in venture capital, software development methodology, enterprise architecture, and 
growth strategy, Sam defines company-wide strategy regarding business models in the rap-
idly expanding blockchain economy. Prior to his work at ConsenSys, Sam served as CTO 
of mobile identity company Atmospheir and volunteered with Engineers Without Borders in 
South Africa. He currently lives in Brooklyn and is an advisor to a number of companies in 
the technology space as well as a member of the investment committee at Venture One.

STEPHEN CRYSTAL, ESQ., CEO, CASINO SCOUTS

Steve has spent over 20 years directly involved in all aspects of the casino and gaming tech-
nology industry, as an attorney representing public and private gaming companies before 
various state regulatory bodies and jurisdictions, as a president and CEO of numerous ca-
sino holding and public gaming technology companies employing thousands of employees 
and as an investor and advisor on over $1 billion dollars of project finance and mergers and 
acquisitions in the casino/gaming technology space.  

Steve served as President of Barrick Gaming Corporation until 2006 when the assets were 
sold in a private transaction.  Beginning in 2006, Steve focused his efforts on building an 
investment portfolio in the gaming technology space.  Steve served as president and on 
the board of directors of Las Vegas Gaming, Inc. between 2005 and 2007 and as CEO and 
Chairman of Tablemax, Inc. between 2007 – 2009.  Steve currently serves as CEO of Casino 
Scouts, a company deploying cutting-edge software as a service (SaaS) technologies focus-

ing on mobile marketing and engagement tools for the gaming and entertainment verticals. 

FANNIE DELAVELLE, MANAGING DIRECTOR, WORLD BANK YOUTH SUMMIT
At the World Bank, Fannie explores the potential of blockchain to promote financial and 
trade inclusion and simplify the business environment for small businesses and women-led 
firms in the coffee supply chain, and coordinated the initiation of a pilot project in Vietnam. 
She also managed the launch of the Logistics Performance Index, a survey aimed at 20,000 
firms in 160+ countries. Previously, she was the trade and public policy attache at the Em-
bassy of France in the United States, where she managed the creation of the first interactive 
mapping of the French economic footprint in the US. She previously worked at the European 
Commission on a sustainability initiative in developing countries. Fannie holds a Master’s 
in International Political Economy from the London School of Economics and a Master’s in 
International Public Management from Sciences Po Paris, and conducted research at Colum-
bia University during her studies.

DESIREE DICKERSON, BLOCKCHAIN AND DIGITAL CURRENCY FELLOW, WOMEN 
FOR WOMEN INTERNATIONAL
Desiree Dickerson is currently serving as Blockchain and Digital Currency fellow at Women 
for Women International, exploring how distributed ledger technology can empower women 
in post-conflict, marginalized countries. Desiree’s professional background is rooted man-
agement consulting, where she has provided enterprise-wide IT strategy to federal agencies, 
specifically Veterans Affairs (VA). Desiree writes for 21 Cryptos (@21Cryptos), the first and 

Speakers
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only cryptocurrency trading magazine and provides pro bono consulting support to a DC-
based venture capital firm on blockchain and emerging tech.

BRIAN FANZO, FOUNDER & CEO, ISOCIALFANZ;
Brian Fanzo talks fast and tweets faster. A proud pager wearing millennial, he is a keynote 
speaker and founder/CEO of iSocialFanz LLC, a social strategy consulting agency.
Brian’s #ThinkLikeAFan philosophy has powered first-of-their-kind storytelling campaigns for 
many Fortune 50 enterprise companies leveraging Periscope, SnapChat and Facebook Live. 
He was recently awarded the Top 25 Social Business Leaders of 2014 by The Economist 
Intelligence Unit and has been nominated for the first ever #ShortyAwards Periscoper Of The 
Year 2016.

In 2016, Brian keynoted in 11 countries at more than 50 events highlighting his passion for 
change, collaboration, and community – dubbed the 3 C’s these are the foundation of his first 
book A Millennial Mindset due out Winter 2017.

DAHNA GOLDSTEIN, PROFESSOR, GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY
Dahna Goldstein is a Bretton Woods II fellow at New America. She is a social entrepreneur 
and advisor to social impact organizations.

Goldstein was the founder and CEO of PhilanTech, which created PhilanTrack, an online 
grants management software solution designed to reduce the transaction costs of grants ad-
ministration to redirect grant dollars to program and service delivery to achieve greater social 
impact.  When PhilanTech was acquired by Altum in 2014, Goldstein served as director of 
philanthropy solutions at Altum.

Goldstein teaches technology entrepreneurship at Georgetown University.  She serves on 
nonprofit boards, including JustGive.org and ParentsTogether Action  Goldstein was named 
one of Newsweek’s «13 Women Entrepreneurs to Bet On» and one of BusinessWeek’s «25 
Most Promising Social Entrepreneurs.»

LISA GUS, FOUNDER AND CEO, WISHKNISH
Lisa Gus is the Founder & CEO of WishKnish, a blockchain-based platform for building gam-
ified, social marketplace communities. Gus is an innovative professional who strives to break 
and re-define the boundaries across multiple industries including publishing, filmmaking, 
web, and cross-media initiatives.  She is the Managing Director of Indie Publishing House; 
Curiosity Quills Press.  Gus is also the Managing Partner at Whampa, LLC.  She graduated 

from the University of Lousiville and now resides in the Washington, D.C. area. 

TYLER KIRK, ASSOCIATE, WILSON SONSINI GOODRICH & ROSATI
Tyler Kirk is a regulatory and securities attorney in the Washington, D.C., office of Wilson 
Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati. With a broad and robust financial practice, he focuses on three 
key sectors of the financial industry: securities law, fintech, and payment systems. As a se-
curities attorney, Tyler has represented private companies, banks, commodity and securities 
exchanges, mutual funds, exchange traded funds, insurance companies, private funds, and 
investment advisers. Clients in each of these categories face a daunting regulatory frame-
work, ranging from frequent regulatory disclosures to ongoing anti-money laundering com-

Speakers
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pliance. Tyler draws on his previous experience as Senior Counsel at the U.S. Securities and 
Exchange Commission (SEC) to guide his clients through their corporate governance obligations 
and to represent them before federal and state agencies. From fund formation to registered and 
exempt offerings to fund mergers and acquisitions, he provides thoughtful counsel to help his cli-
ents achieve their business objectives.

As a payments attorney, Tyler represents merchants, payment facilitators, money transmitters, 
and money services businesses, as well as credit card, prepaid card, and gift card providers. 
Frequently, these clients face both state and federal regulatory regimes. 

Tyler earned his J.D. from the University of Miami School of Law in 2012, graduating magna cum 
laude. He received a Master of Economics from North Carolina State University in 2007 and a 
B.A. in economics from George State University in 2004, graduating cum laude. 

CHARLIE KISER, CEO, GRIOT
Charlie Kiser is a cryptocurrency and technology veteran. Along with his 20 years of technology 
experience, Charlie recognized and advocated for the disruptive potential for cryptocurrencies 
and blockchain in 2013 when he joined BitcoinShop Inc. (OTCQB:BTCS) He recruited executive 
management,  and helped take the company public in February, 2014 becoming the first publicly 
traded bitcoin and blockchain company in North America. As the earliest public crypto player, 
BTCS leveraged both an operational and holding company strategy, investing in 4 crypto start-
ups; GoCoin, covering payment processing, Coin Outlet, a bitcoin ATM and distribution network, 
Gem, a multi factor authentication wallet, and Expresscoin, a retail cryptocurrency outlet. BTCS 
built out one of the largest eCommerce platforms that accepted digital currencies, and ultimately 
moved into the emerging industrial cryptocurrency mining space. 

 
DR. JIM KYUNG-SOO LIEW, FOUNDER, SOKAT.CO
Dr. Jim Kyung-Soo Liew is an Assistant Professor of Finance at Johns Hopkins Carey Business 
School and revels in pushing the boundaries of financial knowledge and product development 
both as an academic and FinTech Data Scientist. He has published pioneering research in the 
intersection of social media big data and financial markets.

He currently teaches “Big Data Machine Learning,” “Advanced Hedge Fund Strategies,” and 
“Leading Entrepreneurship and Innovation” at the Johns Hopkins Carey Business School. Ad-
ditionally, he serves as the Chairman of the Johns Hopkins Innovation Factory and has received 
the Dean’s Award for Faculty Excellence 2015-2017. He also serves on the Editorial Board of 
Journal of Portfolio Management and co-authored the most read Invited Editorial “iGDP?”.  He 
owns and operates SoKat Consulting, LLC (www.SoKat.co). SoKat creates world-class Machine 
Learning / AI products and services primarily servicing large hedge funds, government agen-
cies, academic institutions and select-startups. SoKat unlocks the hidden value of data through 
thoughtful and creative solutions, comprising of actionable business intelligence, transparent 
data analytics, and bold predictive modeling.

DANNY LEE, CO-FOUNDER, SECURE IDENTITY LEDGER CORPORATION
Danny brings significant experience in data analytics. He began his career studying biological 
and genetic data relating to cancer and AIDS. He had a brief stint at the United States Patent and 
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Trademark Office in the Biotech Group. After 10 years examining biological and genetic data, 
Danny studied tax and accounting data to see if there is an efficient method to protect person-
al private information while maintaining data integrity for retrieval. In 1997, Danny cofounded 
TelnetWireless Inc, a telecommunications company that built wireless broadband networks for 
high speed internet access services for enterprises in commercial buildings.  Danny was instru-
mental in building strategic partnerships with large manufacturing telecom giants like Nortel 
and Erikson, in addition securing vendor financing from them. Almost five years ago, Danny 
began to explore how Blockchain technology could be applied to data analytics. He now ded-
icates his time to Blockchain, Artificial Intelligence and Machine Learning technologies while 
researching various use cases. In 2017, Danny co-founded Secure Identity Ledger Corporation 
(SILC), a company that has built its own scalable permissioned blockchain platform that aims 
to create a sustainable and effective ecosystem that can be applied to various industries. He 
has a M.S. from Johns Hopkins University

PAUL MCNEAL, CO-FOUNDER, CRYPTOMARKET360, LCC
Paul McNeal, is a Connector, Speaker, Brand Evangelist, and Technologist at The Sturgeon 
Group, LLC and owns The Crypto Curator . Being exposed to Bitcoin since 2011, he have 
amassed a great deal of knowledge and wealth. He keeps his finger on the pulse of this indus-
try by curating information daily. This information is shared with his rapidly growing community 
on Facebook and via a daily news summary. He aims to create awareness of this technology 
with everyday people and organizations. His network spans thousands of top notch folks in the 
Blockchain space: Programmers/Developers, Thought Leaders, Startups, Investors, Reporters, 
etc.
He spent the earlier part of his career serving in the United States Navy Submarine Force work-
ing in communications. After 10 years serving his country, he held leadership positions at the 
Defense Threat Reduction Agency (DTRA) overseeing the global wireless device program.

ARGENTINA MOISE, FOUNDER & CEO, BLEEXY
Argentina Moise, CEO & Founder at Bleexy, Founder Bleexy Blockchain Commerce Alliance.  
She is a serial entrepreneur since 1998 who has been in the e-commerce space for more than 
15 years. She has her M.S. in mathematics and information technology, which puts her precise-
ly at the intersection of skill sets and knowledge to lead a company heavily leaning on technol-
ogy in the e-commerce space.  

JOHN PALMISANO, CHAIRMAN, ETRIOS COMMODITIES
John is an expert in environmental and energy matters.  He created the first emissions credit 
brokerage firm and several other brokerage firms.  He has advised governments, trade associa-
tions, companies, and NGOs on environmental management issues, energy and environmental 
trading, environmental auditing, sustainability, “green-energy” and climate change policies.  He 
either created or managed four “green” NGOs to promote trading-based energy and environ-
mental policies -- one in Russia, one in Ukraine, one in Germany and one in Washington DC.  
He advised the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe on the development of a 
$100 million “green” energy fund that was based on creating tradable environmental credits 
and developed a business model to securitize environmental assets.  

John has advised trading exchanges on the development of platforms to trade environmental 
and ecological assets.  For the last two years, he has been developing blockchain applications 

Speakers



12 BCBcon.com

for supply chains and blockchain-based smart-contracts to broker environmental and energy as-
sets.

AKIN SAWYERR - MANAGING DIRECTOR, FELEMAN
Akin Sawyerr is the CEO of InvesCity, a Blockchain infrastructure company that enables the fi-
nancial inclusion of over 2 billion people across the world through remittances. Sawyerr is also 
the Chairman of Feleman Limited, an investments and consulting firm focused on deploying 
financial technology solutions including: payments systems, remittances, and Blockchain solu-
tions to catalyze growth. 

He serves as a Non-Executive Director of Splash Mobile Money, a mobile payments company 
in Sierra Leone where he provides strategic guidance on all matters concerning the company. 
He is also an advisor to several payments companies implementing state of the art Blockchain 
solutions across the world Prior to Feleman, Mr. Sawyerr spent fifteen years in management con-
sulting and Fortune 500 corporations. He led strategic and organization transformation projects 
at Booz Allen Hamilton and Accenture in Washington, D.C., and held leadership positions with 
Freddie Mac and Fannie Mae. 

ELISABETH STAHL, DISTINGUISHED ENGINEER & CHIEF TECHNICAL STRATEGIST, IBM
Elisabeth Stahl is Distinguished Engineer in IBM Systems Worldwide Client Centers and has 
been working in IT Infrastructure for over 30 years. Her current focus is blockchain, hybrid cloud, 
security and cognitive technologies. She is a member of the IBM Academy of Technology, IEEE 
Senior Member, and is on the Board of Directors of Computer Measurement Group and The Mu-
sic Settlement. Elisabeth holds a BA in Mathematics from the University of Pennsylvania and an 

MBA from New York University. 

JENNY Q. TA, CEO & FOUNDING PARTNER, VCNETWORK.CO
Jenny Q. Ta is a veteran Wall Street self-made millionaire and founder of two tech compa-
nies VCNetwork.co, a virtual “E-Harmony meets Shark Tank” matching entrepreneurs with VCs 
and Sqeeqee.com, the first “social networthing” platform. Jenny is a seasoned entrepreneur 
with two successful ventures to her credit. She was the Founder and CEO of Titan Securities, a 
full-service investment firm that was acquired in 2005. Prior to founding Titan Securities, she was 
the driving force behind Vantage Investments, a full-service broker-dealer start-up she founded 
and grew to a third of a billion dollars in assets. 

CYNTHIA TRAEGER, CEO, PACIFIC
Cynthia Traeger serves as CEO, Pacific, a diversified technology holding company; and as 
President, VSI Pacific, a Pacific holding, which provides proprietary hardware and software to 
customers worldwide. Ms. Traeger is an accomplished senior operating executive and serial en-
trepreneur with 30-plus years of experience growing technology-focused businesses and has a 
strong track record in strategy and business development across traditional technology and dig-
ital media companies. Ms. Traeger leads Pacific’s blockchain / distributed ledger efforts across 
aerospace, defense, sports, entertainment and other industries. 
 
Ms. Traeger advises the board LFS; serves as a Trustee to the Board of Trustees, Harrisburg 
University of Science and Technology where she chairs the International Affairs Committee of 

Speakers



13BLOCKCHAIN, CRYPTO & BEYOND CONFERENCE

the Executive Board; and is a Mentor/Advisor to the NIH Commercialization Assistance Pro-
gram Feedback Sessions. Ms. Traeger served as a Corporate Ambassador for Vital Voices’ 
Corporate Ambassadors Program (CAP) launched in cooperation with the Middle East Part-
nership Initiative (MEPI) at the U.S. Department of State; was a participant and author with the 
American Bar Association’s Digital Evidence Work Group, and a contributor to the Journal of 
the ACM Special Interest Group on Graphics. Ms. Traeger is a partner to State Department’s 
Global Innovation through Science and Technology (GIST) program and is an active mentor for 
GIST companies. In partnership with GIST, she is an executive mentor to the Research Com-
petitiveness Program for the American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS).

MATT URETSKY, ASSOCIATE, MCCARTER & ENGLISH, LLP
Matthew Uretsky is an associate of the firm. He concentrates his practice on advising entre-
preneurial clients in a broad range of technology-driven industries.  Matt drafts and negotiates 
documents for, and counsels with respect to, choice of business entity, public and private eq-
uity financing transactions, securities law compliance, mergers, acquisitions and divestitures, 
debt financings for private and public companies, business formation, consulting agreements 
and due diligence on transactional matters. Matt is active at the Princeton Tech Meetup as a 
speaker and advisor.

Matt began his legal career as a judicial law clerk for the Honorable Linda Wallach Miller of the 
Court of Common Pleas, Monroe County, Pennsylvania.  Prior to that, he attended Emory Uni-
versity School of Law where he was Managing Editor of the Emory International Law Review. 
Matt earned his undergraduate degree in Psychology from Dartmouth College where he was 
a member of the Dragon Senior Society, an honorary leadership society, and captain of the 
Dartmouth College golf team. Mr. Uretsky has been recognized as a New Jersey Rising Star 
for 2017 and 2018, an honor that recognizes the top up-and-coming attorneys. Super Lawyers 
is published by Thomson Reuters.

CAROL VAN CLEEF, CEO, LUMINOUS
Carol Van Cleef, CEO of Luminous Group and a partner in NuArca, is a lawyer and consultant 
who specializes in Blockchain and Cryptocurrencies. Carol is a FinTech lawyer by background, 
having worked with various payment technologies from more than 20 years. She has been im-
mersed in digital and virtual currencies for more than 10 years. She represents clients through 
out the cryptocurrency ecosphere, including exchanges, miners, software development com-
panies, private equity and venture capital firms as well as banking organizations. She has 
been actively working with clients on designing and implementing ICOs and token offerings. 
Carol advises clients on  a full range of legal and regulatory issues impacting this space in-
cluding state money transmitter licensing, anti-money laundering and compliance, consumer 
protection, privacy and data security.  Carol is a Certified Anti-Money Laundering Specialist 
(CAMS) and created an AML compliance bootcamp for virtual currency related companies. 
She is launching in late May a compliance bootcamp for companies that have completed or 
are contemplating ICOs. She sits on the advisory board of several Blockchain related compa-
nies including Securrency.

Carol is a graduate of Georgetown University’s School of Foreign Service and American Uni-
versity’s Washington College of Law. 
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ELIZA WENSLEY, FOUNDER AND COO, DATABOOK
Eliza Wensley is the founder and COO of Databook. Databook is a blockchain company, which 
empowers consumers to control and monetize their data. They are hoping to help consumers 
take their data back and disrupt the $250 billion data brokerage industry Before devoting her 
work fulltime to Databook, she worked at a large real estate investment company that relied 
highly on data analytics.  During that time, Eliza and her co-founder discovered the need for 
Databook.  Eliza’s background is in business strategy, cognitive science and design. 

JOHN WISE, FOUNDER AND CEO, LOCI, INC.
John Wise is CEO and Chairman of the Board of Loci, Inc., a high-growth tech company 
that is redefining the world of innovation by developing a platform technology which maps 
the landscape of innovation. 

John has extensive technical and engineering management experience with a proven track 
record of successfully creating, developing, and implementing new products and services, 
managing organizational and product growth, and creating process improvements. 

John has been granted a patent pertaining to invention research, involving a wide breadth 
of technical disciplines. He has three more patents pending, and over eighteen more in 
the drafting process. 

John is also an experienced inventor in auto racing technologies with around 1000 
inventions. In roles such as lead mechanic, crew chief, design engineer, team manager, 
data acquisitions, and technology consultant. John has won several national and world 
championships in his racing tenure, including leading GMG’s Alec Udell to the 2016 Pirelli 
World Challenge Championship.

As CEO of Loci Inc., John brings a unique perspective to the team - one from the user’s 
eyes. In many ways he is the ideal customer for Loci. This helps direct the team to a clear 
common goal. In addition, he brings a refreshing optimism to the team, with the critical 
engineering eye for getting things done.

Speakers



ABELE GROUP EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
The Abele Group is a finance and technology company leading the financial industry into the 

digital age. It is made up of two subsidiary business units — Abele Technologies and Abele 

Asset Management — that work together. 

ABELE TECHNOLOGIES will create and operate Abele Trust 

(PHASE 1), one of the world’s first fully digital custodians for all investors that exclusively 

stores and holds in‐trust digital coins/tokens in an institutionally secure manner, taking 

the security and custody issue away from funds, exchanges and enterprises who are large 

crypto asset holders and issuers, and enabling them to focus on what they do best. 

 This business unit will also develop and distribute trade management software, AbeleTS 

(PHASE 2), built on blockchain technology which will make asset management and fund 

administration more cost‐efficient. It will allow asset managers to execute and reconcile 

financial transactions efficiently and securely which will result in lower expenses for all 

investors. 

ABELE ASSET MANAGEMENT will provide all investors access to actively managed hedge 

funds with investments in cryptocurrencies and traditional assets (PHASE 3). This token 

sale is designed to give participants access to risk‐managed growth in these markets 

without requiring the large minimum investment typically associated with hedge funds. 

ABELE TOKEN will provide you access to the Abele Group’s suite of products. The token 

itself performs the functions of both a security and a utility. The Abele Token will be 

registered with the SEC pursuant to Regulation A under the Securities Act of 1933, as 

amended, and the Abele Group will be regulated by various agencies around the word. 

THE BIG IDEA 
• Increase Security 

• Reduce Middlemen 

• Increase Transparency 

• Establish Trust 

The Abele Group will use innovative blockchain technology, which relies on distributed 

ledgers and operates transparently, with independent validation and verification of all 

information. This improves the security of transmitting and storing financial data which allows 

investors to trust the process rather than an institution. The advantages of blockchain 

technology include instant transaction settlement, lower costs, transparency, a complete 

audit chain, and immutable, irrevocable transactions. 

Abele Technologies and Abele Asset Management will selectively use Artificial Intelligence (Al) 

to help market participants reduce costs and increase the security of their services. We 

believe the asset management industry is ripe for disruption with over $80 trillion held in 

funds around the world (predicted by PWC to rise to $100 trillion by 2021), and the inevitable 

adoption of blockchain technology must be a part of it. 

“WHAT’S IN IT FOR ME?” 
The Abele Group Token Sale provides you with: 

• An SEC regulated token sale 

• Access to the Abele Group Product Suite 

• Access to an early stage technology company with a long‐term business plan 

• Profit sharing in the form of discretionary token buybacks in the secondary market 

• Select beta‐testing privileges and future token discounts 

• Transparency via periodic reporting and audits 

We will create a new standard for ICOs and Token Sales through this unique value proposition 

and structure. 

Fundraising Details 

PRIVATE SALE May 2018 

PRESALE May 2018  

MAIN SALE TBD (Pending 
SEC Qualification)  

BONUS  Private Sale 
Participants: 30% ; Presale 
Participants: 20%  

Soft Cap $300 MM  
Options Available  
Initial Token Price: $1  
Minimum: $100  
Payment: ETH, BTC, Fiat 
Currencies 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Phil Woods (Managing Partner) 
a7b@abelegroup.io 

Ifeanyi Jemie (Investor Relations) 
jems@abelegroup.io 

General Inquiries 
info@abelegroup.io 

TEAM 
Phil Woods   
West Point, UBS, Citi 
 

Ifeanyi Jemie 
USC, Citi, First Republic  
 

Gavin Costin 
DBS, Barclays Capital, ML 
 

Kimberly Carroll 
Oprah, Time Inc, Art.com 

Lucio Idone 
Lloyds, Barclays Wealth, HSBC 

Brittanie Clement 
BCENE PR, Delucchi 

 



Management

CEO Argentina Moise

CTO Adrian Grajdeanu
CFO Catalin Stefanescu

Industry 

Information Technology

Number of Employees
4 full-time

Bank

Capital One

Law Firm

Whiteford, Taylor & Preston LLP

Amount of Financing Sought
$2 Million

Current Investors

Founder

Use of Funds
Sales & Marketing

Product Enhancement 

Company Name: Bleexy, LLC Address 4307 Henninger Ct, Chantilly VA 20151 Phone 703.731.7771

CEO Name: Argentina Moise Website www.bleexy.com Email amoise@bleexy.com

Business Description:  Bleexy is  a  decentralized  ecosystem that  will  disrupt  the  e-
commerce industry, dominated by Amazon and Walmart, with a Blockchain solution that 
will  allow retailers to compete with centralized marketplaces. Bleexy will  enable brick-
and-mortar  stores  to  track  and  make  their  inventories  available  to  all  customers  to 
purchase online for same day pick up or delivery. Online retailers will be able to efficiently 
integrate and manage their operations across multiple marketplaces. 

Problems: 1. Lack of trust between retailers, 2. High selling, transaction and ad fees, 3. 
Lack of a global product data catalog, 4. Lack of data privacy, 5. Lack of Omnichannel 
platform.

Solutions: 1. Create trust between retailers using blockchain technology, 2. Low selling, 
transaction  and ad  fees,  3.  Building  the  biggest  product  data  catalog,  4.  Sales  and 
customer data privacy, 5. Omnichannel integration for brick-and-mortar retailers.

Revenue Model:  1.  Bleexy Connect  subscriptions to  connect  3rd party sellers  to  the 
Bleexy ecosystem and marketplaces such as Amazon,  Walmart,  Jet,  eBay,  NewEgg, 
Rakuten and Wish. 2. Bleexy public blockchain subscriptions for identity and reputation 
management. 3. Transaction fees from selling products and content. 4. Digital ad sales. 

Company  Background:  Bleexy  is  a  founder  backed  Delaware  LLC  registered  in 
January 2015, that operates out of Chantilly, VA. The company was initially bootstrapped 
by its founder - the founder spent half a million dollars on the development of the Bleexy 
Connect MVP - and recently started to raise seed money.

Management:  Argentina  Moise,  CEO, 20 years’ experience  in  IT and e-commerce, 
founder of  InSight  Software (first  Romanian software company accepted to Incubator 
America  in  2001),  Rover  Store  (online  retailer,  top  1,000  seller  on  Amazon US and 
Canada for  6  years  with  $9 Million/year  in  sales),  Bleexy,  Bleexy Fresh  and Bleexy 
Software. Adrian Grajdeanu, CTO, 20 years’ experience in IT, senior software developer 

at Amazon AWS, Google and SAP,  Catalin Stefanescu, CFO, Ph.D., Business Economics, Kogod School of Business, American 
University. Bleexy has several advisors and board members with economics, math, AI and tech expertise, including: Siri Terjesen, 
Ph.D. Management, Marketing & International Business, Board Member - Dean's Faculty Fellow in Entrepreneurship and Director, AU 
Center for Innovation,  Hadrian Zbarcea,  Founder Apifocal,  Marius Ionescu,  Ph.D., Mathematics -  Assistant Professor at United 
States Naval Academy,  Larry Roshfeld,  CEO Innovative Technology  Entrepreneur, Harvard University,  Razvan Miutescu, Tech & 
IP / Privacy & Data Security Attorney.

Products/Services: The new ecosystem offers: 1. A source of accurate product data content and reviews, 2. Inventory management, 
3. Supply chain management, 4. Identity and reputation management for retailers and consumers, 5. A decentralized marketplace, 6.  
Collaborative tools for service providers, 7. A utility token to pay and be paid for services provided in the network.

Market:  The target markets for: 1. Product database: marketplaces, retailers, 3 rd party sellers, manufacturers, search engines. 2. 
Bleexy  decentralized  marketplace:  retailers,  brands,  brick-and-mortar  stores  (omnichannel  integration),  3rd party  sellers, 
manufacturers. 3. Bleexy Connect: 3rd party sellers. 4. Bleexy services (such as on demand collaborative marketplace, collaborative 
tools for service providers and analytics): all participants (sell-side) in the ecosystem.

Distribution Channels: Bleexy marketplace: directly to the end consumer. Product data: direct to retailers, manufacturers, brands 
and third-party sellers and through channel partners (PIM such as Informatica, Riversand, Salsify, etc.).

Competition: Centralized marketplaces like Amazon and Walmart that dominate E-Commerce and are expected to be responsible for 
more than half of the online sales. 

Current Progress:  Macy’s is interested to sell  their private labels on Bleexy marketplace and use on demand content on their 
website.  Software companies serving retail  industry (Iterate.ai)  are willing to bring retailers  to Bleexy ecosystem and to provide 
selected services inside the network.

 Financial Projections:  (unaudited, dollars in thousands)

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

Total Revenue $5.26MM $30MM $78MM $152.5MM $293.75MM

Gross Margin  $455k $3.6MM $12.9MM $22.25MM $39MM

EBIT
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BlockSafe Technologies, Inc. 
 Executive Summary 

 
 

BlockSafe Technologies, Inc. is taking the lead in securing the blockchain ecosystem with a suite of patented solutions that protect against 
an array of cyber vulnerabilities. Our products bring trust to the blockchain ecosystem by merging our innovative cyber security solutions 
with blockchain technology.      

 Unlike existing security solutions that are reactive and easily breached, BlockSafe solutions are proactive and cutting edge.  

 $100 billion is spent annually on cyber security and still 89% of companies suffer breaches. 

 The $335 million blockchain technology industry is projected to grow to over $2.3 trillion in 5 years.  
 
BUSINESS DESCRIPTION:  
The crypto world is built on a highly secure mathematical model, which is at the same time immature, fragile and vulnerable to cyber 
attacks and significant financial loss. Despite widespread perception that the permissioned blockchains are safe, there are inherent 
vulnerabilities, and by extension, crypto exchanges and digital wallets have vulnerabilities. BlockSafe Technologies® addresses these 
vulnerabilities and offers comprehensive solutions.  
 
OUR SOLUTIONS: 
 
Crypto Defender™ provides radical security for crypto wallets. 

 Secure keyboard protects crypto wallet passwords from keylogging malware 

 Secure clipboard protects against hackers redirecting transactions to their wallets 

 Secure browser prevents hackers from stealing online transactions  

 Available Q2 2018. 
 
Exchange Defender™ provides radical security for crypto exchanges.  

 Protects the exchange network from hackers with multifactor “out-of-band” authentication  

 Protects an exchange’s customers with patented “coin verification” technology 

 Protects private key databases from hackers  

 Available Q3 2018. 
  

Blockchain Defender™ is a holistic user management platform that offers the industry’s most comprehensive features for user access 
controls and a transaction verification layer that protects permissioned blockchains. 

 Despite common perception, blockchains can be compromised; this is especially true due to the lack of multifactor 
authentication, transaction verification and policy enforcement tools. 

 Blockchain Defender™ unleashes the power of the permissioned blockchain by enabling it to integrate with legacy systems and 
other blockchains without major modifications. 

 Blockchain Defender™ provides the strongest security available through a combination of features, such as a blockchain firewall, 
two-factor authentication, policy enforcement, DDoS protection and a load balancer. 

 Available Q2 2019. 
 
 
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY: 
BlockSafe solutions are protected by six patents and four pending patents. 
 
MANAGEMENT TEAM: 
The BlockSafe Technologies, Inc. management team has over 100 years of cumulative experience in business leadership and cyber security. 
BlockSafe Technologies® is a subsidiary of StrikeForce Technologies, Inc., a company that has successfully delivered cutting-edge cyber 
security solutions for over 17 years.  
 
CEO: Richard Zaziski  COO: Scott Whitman  CTO: Steve Ferman      CMO: Dave Mamane 
 

Advisory team: George Waller, Ram Pemmaraju, Mark Kay 



CAUSEFORTH�

     Main Contact:               

       Darryl S Jones 
900 East Fort Ave 

Baltimore MD 21230 

P:215 490 3152�

�

Causeforth, LLC 

causeforth is building a community of individuals who 

want a portion of their everyday purchases to go 

towards making the world a better place in ways that 

matter to them.  

We  couple  buyers  with  like‐minded  companies  who 

donate  a  portion  of  corporate  revenue  to  charitable 

causes. We are bringing altruistic shopping experience to 

millennials and the masses through an online market� 

�

�

built  specifically  for  companies

and  products  with  high  levels  of

transparency  and  social

commitment.   

Leveraging  the  blockchain  and  a 

new  cryptocurrency  within  the

market  will  allow  for  a  much

deeper  connection  between  the

shopper,  company,  charity,  and

the  ultimate  impact  of  the

altruistic purchase. 

�

�
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Addressable Market
Large Market. Twelve million Americans take out 
payday loans each year, spending $9 billion on 
fees.
High percentage of hourly workers. In 2016, 79.9 
million workers age 16 and older in the United 
States were paid at hourly rates, representing 
58.7 percent of all wage and salary workers. 
High percentage of “financially unhealthy.” 57% 

of U.S. consumers, or approximately 138 million 
adults, are financially unhealthy.  In 2016, 
underserved consumers spent $39.4 billion on 
fees and interest for single payment loan 
products due in one lump sum, typically with 
terms of one month or less. 
Low percentage of personal savings. More than 
three-quarters of workers (78 percent) are living 
paycheck-to-paycheck to make ends meet.

Industry
Fintech

Team
James Matayoshi, Founder
Waseem Haider, Founder
Falah Shams, Founder/CFO
R. Mark McLindon, CEO

Financing to Date
$500,000

Financing Sought
Early/Angel
$2 million

Uses of Funds
Rollout to strategic partners
Initiate market capture/sales process
Enhance technical team and refine app

Contact
Mark McLindon
mmclindon@menokadu.com

Problem
For years people have relied on “payday loans” 
to meet unexpected or untimely financial 
obligations.
The people most impacted are hourly wage 
earners that lack credit alternatives or even bank 
accounts. 
This solution was costly, both in terms of expense 
and remaining in debt.  As a result, payday loan 

providers became known as “loan sharks.” 
The Consumer Finance Protection Bureau has 
issued warnings about the perils of payday loans.

Solution
The MKD Engine combines an easy-to-use app 
with a Blockchain platform that links participants, 
employers, financial institutions and merchants to 
allow inexpensive, fast and seamless access to 
earned wages.

To mitigate risk and the associated costs, 
Menokadu is marketed to employers as an 
employee benefit.  The customizable solution is 
designed to integrate with employers while 
minimizing the administrative burden.

Advantages

Easy-to-use, blockchain powered app 
Large addressable market
Multiple monetization opportunities in chain
Loyalty and productivity gains for employers

Promoting Financial 

Empowerment Around the 

World

Menokadu promotes financial empowerment for the “underserved” by eliminating reliance on 
expensive financial products, reducing the need to incur further debt, and mitigating financial stress 
while increasing employee satisfaction and enhancing productivity in the workplace.



First Name Last Name Title Company

Jonathan Aberman Founder & Manging Partner Amplifier Ventures

Andrew Berkowitz CEO & Founder Global Startup Media

Jena Binderup Founder The Memory Cooperative

Joshua Boles Senior Managing Director Savage Funding

Ed Bukstel CEO Clinical Blockchain

Samuel Cassatt Chief Strategy Officer ConsenSys

Stephen Crystal CEO Casino Scouts

Fannie Delavelle Managing Director World Bank Youth Summit

Desiree Dickerson Blockchain & Digital Currency Fellow Women for Women International

Brian Fanzo Founder & CEO iSocialFanz

Dahna Goldstein Professor Georgetown University

Kelcey Gosserand Managing Partner Trellis NYC

Brian Hoffman CEO  OB1

Lisa Gus Founder & CEO WishKnish

Michael Kapilkov Partner detrixo

Tyler Kirk Associate Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati

Charlie Kiser CEO Griot

Jim Kyung‐Soo Liew Professor of Finance John Hopkins Carey School of Business

Paul McNeal Founder TheCryptoCurator.com

Argentina Moise Founder & CEO Bleexy

John Palmisano Chairman eTrios Commodities

Akin Sawyerr Managing Director Feleman

Elisabeth Stahl Engineer & Chief Technical Strategist IBM

Jenny Ta CEO & Founding Partner VCNetwork.Co

Cynthia Traeger CEO Pacific

Matt Uretsky Associate McCarter & English, LLP

Carol Van Cleef CEO Luminous

Eliza Wensley Founder & COO Databook

John Wise Founder & CEO Loci

First Name Last Name Title Company

10Loop

Daniel Chen Founder & CEO  10Loop

Abele

Ifeanyi  Jemie Investor Relations Abele

Bleexy

Argentina Moise Founder & CEO Bleexy

Menokadu

Mark McLindon Advisor Menokadu

Tahir Rameez CTO Menokadu

Kashif Saleem Chief Architect Menokadu

Scott Whittman COO BlockSafe Technologies

Richard Zaziski CEO BlockSafe Technologies

George Waller Advisor BlockSafe Technologies

Mark Kay Advisor BlockSafe Technologies

TENLOOP

Daniel Chen Founder TENLOOP

First Name Last Name Title Company

Blocksafe Technologies 
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Tom Adams Co‐Founder & Executive Chairman Bizy

Kojo Addae‐Mintah CEO Whilrwind Technologies

Renu Ahluwalia Founder Coach Renu

Irfan Ali Innovation Initiative TEDCO

Dave Anderson President Prestructure

Walt Anderson Director Avealto

Caleb Aryee Student Marymount University

Ethan Assal Chairman & CEO Verasolve

Darrin Auito Partner Hubbs, Enatsky & Auito 

Rodney Azama Director The Chancellor Group

David Bain Chairman Bain Markets

Darrylyn Bakshi Student UMD School of Law

Laura Baracaldo CEO Policy Partners LLC

Mike Beirne Head Advisor BUILD1x

Beth Berman CEO & Founder Compellications

Elan Blutinger Managing Director Alpine Consolidated

Jarrod Borkat Sr. Director, Partnering & Strategy MedImmune

Ryan Brown Manging Partner Arlington Law Group

Henry Brown Financial Advisor Merrill Lynch

Stefano Brugnerotto CEO Save Pharmaceutical

Damien Budnick Student Marymount University

Jane‐Scott Cantus Managing Principal & General Counsel The ILEX Group

Sam Cashin Student Marymount University

Kimberly Chan Student Georgetown Law School

Debra Chandler CEO KF Media Group, LLC

Rahul Chawla Director, Advisory & Transaction Services CBRE

Sumanth Chepuri Principal Option 3 Ventures

Brick Christensen Student Georgetown University Law

Stephanie Cianci Student George Washington Univeristy

Bill Collins Chairman & CEO The Collins Companies

Susan Conrad Professor Marymount University

Susan Coots Financial Services Professional New York Life Insurance Company

Scott Cotter Managing Director August Forward Capital

John Cronin CEO OpCenter, Inc.

Balazs Csaki COO Minshull Tradig

Brendan Curran Associate Clearsight Advisors

John Daus Managing Director DigiFutures

Gordon Davidson Chairman Lightsense Technology

Mahesh Dhillon Founder Witan Partners

Max Dietz Venture Group Analyst Kiddar Capital

Gian Dilawari President Dilnet, Inc.

Bob Dinkel Managing Director Pierce Capital Partners

Chris Dobson President Mindseeker Inc. 

Christian Dorsey Vice Chair Arlington County Board

Tom Durrer Senior Vice President Xenith Bank

Grant Elliott President & CEO Ostendio, Inc.

Steven Ellsberry Venture Partner Ellsberry Consulting

Peter Ettinger Contractor Montgomery County Economic Development Corp.

Herb Ezrin President Potomac Business Group

Cindy Faith Senior Advisor, Cyber Security Fortalice Solutions, LLC

Steve Ferman CTO BlockSafe

Bruno Fernandes VP & Treasurer ICF

Marshal Findley Student Marymount University

Charles Finfrock CEO & Founder Crypto Charles LLC

Michael Fletcher Partner RSM

Jean Pierre Fortin Blockchain Architect BLOCK‐AID Inc

Marc Freedman Chief Cost Evaluator  Expense to Profit

Ryan Fuller Founder KGRF Group

David Giannini CEO CirrusWorks

Mark Gilbert Financial Advisor UBS Financial Services

Simon Gillett CEO ILD, Ltd.

Tom Godin COO Gorove/Slade Associates

Thomas Goldstein Partner Cogent Law Group LLP

Marco Gomez Senior Associate BroadBranch Advisors

Carl Grant EVP, Business Development Cooley

Richard Greene CPA & Business Advisor RGA Business Advisory

Tim Gregg Web Engineer Earth Day Network 

Claudia Grimaldi General Manager India Globalization Capital, Inc.



Fred Gumbinner Managing Partner G2 GEM Finance, LLC

Bramh Gupta CEO RoboMQ

Amanda Gutterman CMO Consensys

Jeff Guzy CEO & President CENTRAL Gas & Oil Corporation of America 

Mark Haas Co‐Founder & President Association for Enterprise Growth

Babak Hafezi Founder & Partner Hafezi Capital International 

Brooks Hall VP Business Development Verasolve

Ken Harvey Marketing Associate Fellows Financial Group, LLC 

C. Thomas Hicks III Advisory Board HUMENA Group

Jorge Highland Sr. Director of Operations On Deck Capital

James Holbein Advisory Board HUMENA Group

Victor Hoskins Director Arlington Economic Development

Rob Huey President Huey & Associates

Cameron Husseini Student Marymount University

Leif Jackson VP, Product Cybrary

Nelson Jacobsen Chairman & CEO  Altavoz Entertainment, Inc. 

Demi Jiang International Marketing MGM National Harbor

Woodrow Jones Director, Process Engineering  Verizon Enterprise Solutions Group 

Darryl Jones Founder Causeforth, LLC

Jiemin Jordan Manging Partner Decisive Investment Group

Katie Jordan Principal Verasolve

Alfred Jordan Advisor & Consultant  Akacia Digital Commerce 

Nikki Karakostas Administrator & Paralegal Educator Edell, Shapiro & Finnan, LLC 

Bill Karpovich SVP Corporate Development Sonatype

John Kraft SVP Anexio

Stacy LaMontagne Partner Cherry Bekaert LLP

Cori Lathan Science Advisor Quadrant Biosciences Inc.

Ines Lebow CEO & Transformation Executive Enterprise Transformation Solutions, LLC

Reid Lewis Entrepreneur & Advisor TRL Growth Advisors

Brad Love Senior Financial Analyst IDPE Private Equity

David Lowry CEO CLUBWAKA

Alan Luba CEO Human Resources Consultants

Dennis Lucey Vice President TKC Global

Tracey Madigan Director 15 Minutes Group

Jatin Maniar VP Marketing Nok Nok labs

Ghazenfer Mansoor CEO Technology Rivers

Marian Marquez Director, Global Markets Arlington Economic Development

Rob Marrow CEO Datalash.io

Warren Martin Partner Cherry Bekaert LLP

Harry Martin Jr. Co‐Worker IDPE Private Equity

David Martinez BOT Quants PMO/ Six Sigma MBB Leader QuazyHartford 

Rob Masri EVP & General Counsel Moonlighting Marketplace

Kyle McKuhen Director Darkblade Systems

Diana Meacham‐Woods VP Sales & Business Development Rivetz

Sharath Mekala Business Development Specialist ThinkMoCo 

Cindy Miley CEO CFO Solutions

Stephen Minnig EVP Evolver, Inc

Syed Moosvi Student Marymount University

Asghar Mostafa CEO & President Rubriq Woo

Ram Mukunda CEO IGC

Diane Murphy Chair, IT, Data Science, & Cybersecurity Marymount University

Charlie Nahabedian CEO VideoKall, Inc.

Franklin Narvaez Director, Digital Transformation & Architecture  Sapient

Cleiton Nascimento Student Georgetown University Law

Tu Nguyen Financial Consultant Ryan & Wetmore

David Nguyen Founder & CEO United Solutions

Jennifer O'Daniel Investment Director CIT GAP Funds

Robin Ojha MBA Candidate  Georgetown University

Rob O'Keefe President Arc Aspicio

Denise Okimura Student Georgetown University Law

Beau Oliver CEO Tech2000

Paul Opalack Managing Director Noblestar Capital, LLC 

Ilbay Ozbay CEO & Founder HomeNovator

Jean‐Luc Park Founder Ferrum Capital

Sophia Parker CEO DSFederal

Ram Pemmaraju Advisor BlockSafe

Bryan Penn Operations Manager Chainable Corp

David Petr CEO Montgomery County Economic Development Corp. 



Subikhyat Pokharel Student Marymount University

Alexander Pyntikov CEO HUMENA Group

Ali Qureshi COO NuAxis Innovations

Pramod Raheja CEO & CoFounder  Airgility, Inc. 

Thomas Radtke President New Commander, LLC

Mike Ravenscroft Program Director C5 Capital

Kelly Rindfusz Communications Director Arlington Economic Development

Ridwaan Robinson Student Marymount University

Mark Roche Principal Avanti iHealth

Peter Rogers CEO Welford Management & Consulting LLC

Mark Ronlov Territory Director, Intelligence & Defense MapR Technologies 

Jan Rosen Executive Director, Tax Services Anybill Financial Services, Inc.

David Rosenberg CEO & Founder BudgetReferee

Marty Rosendale Managing Committee Maryland Tech Council Venture Mentoring Services

Paul Ruppert Head, Mobile Strategy RealNetworks

LaJuanna Russell President & CEO Business Management Associates, Inc.

Dean Rutley Partner Womble Carlyle Sandridge & Rice, LLP 

Christine Ryan Partner McCarter & English, LLP

Daniel Ryan Portfolio Manager & CCO Alikos Wealth Management, LLC

Ruwan Salgado Business & Finance Professional 

Luis Salgado Avila Student Marymount University

Rebecca Samuels Cryptocurrency Tax Accountant Pythagus

Leo Scott CTO WealthEngine

Ghyslane Senhaji‐Mouhri Student Georgetown University Law

Christopher Senio Entrepreneur, Technology Strategist, Consultant

Ted Serafini Director DTCC

G Wayne Singley Owner Trimdata Corp 

Marc Sobel Executive Vice President JM Zell Partners, Ltd

Ryan Socia Founder & CEO JDOE

Jared Sorin Associate McCarter & English, LLP

George Spears CEO ATERO

Christe Spiers Program Manager, Capital Development Maryland Department of Commerce

Christopher Spiller CEO Bizy, LLC

Naveen Sriniwasan Principal Engineer Upskill

Darren Stauffer Business Development Manager Arlington Economic Development

Eric Stewart CEO Eric Stewart Group

Scott Suhy Partner Proof Ventures

Tony Surak CEO Wireless registry

Blake Swensrud CEO WorldCell Solutions

Alex Taylor Senior Business Investment Manager  Arlington Economic Development

Velan Thillairajah Chief Executive Innovator Eaiti

Sean Tibbetts CEO Cyber Timez

Tom Trexler President Corporate Finance, Inc.

Adam Trexler President Valaurum

Jitanshu Trivedi Associate TFC Consulting

Andrew Tsintsiruk Managing Partner Data Strategy Lab

Andy Tucker Partner Womble Bond Dickinson (US) LLP 

Tom Twedt Corporate, Securities, Corporate Governance

Barg Upender Founder & CEO Coglide

Matthew Uretsky Associate McCarter & English, LLP

Bill Van Dyke Founder & CEO Paradigm Mortgage Services

Sarah Van Velsor Digital Strategist  Arlington Economic Development

Kristin Vozzo Principal Verasolve

Jack Weinstein Sales Associate  BNY Mellon Wealth Management 

Tom Weithman President MACH37

Robert Wensley CEO Databook

Christina Winn Business Investment Director Arlington Economic Development

Sindy Yeh Senior Business Ambassador  Arlington Economic Development

John Yetman Co‐Founder Association for Enterprise Growth

Valerio Zanini Partner The Hard Yards

Joe Zarella COO IP3 International
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Sponsors
TECH 2000, INC @TECH2000INC
Tech 2000 is an educational technology company, based in the Washington, DC metro area, 
with offices in Atlanta, Los Angeles, and soon, London. Their core offerings are in instructor-
led training (ILT), the creation and offering of digital learning, and the provision of instructors 
in state-of-the-art network technologies. Through its subsidiary, Lumious, LLC, the company is 
also developing a revolutionary approach to digital learning analytics using xAPI. The company 
serves Global 1000 companies and major institutions, providing services on six continents. Tech 
2000 delivers measurable knowledge and skills in the current array of key technologies, with 
a specialty in recently emerging networking software. Also, rather than providing standard 
training, Tech 2000 specializes in providing next generation learning solutions tailored to each 
client’s needs – from traditional ILT to on-demand micro-learning. The exact instruction needed, 
where needed, when needed and delivered to whom it will have the greatest impact for the 
enterprise. For more information, go to: t2000inc.com.

BEAU OLIVER, CEO, TECH 2000, INC
Beau specializes in strategic planning, change management, risk mitigation, and Software 
as a Service developed from extensive experience in commercial sectors across the globe. 
His clients have included some of the world’s most respected companies in industries 
such as healthcare, consumer goods, hospitality, aerospace, information technology, and 
financial services. 

Beau brings a wealth of experience to Tech 2000, having held executive positions with 
top consulting, software, and professional services organizations including Cipher 
Systems, Toffler Associates, and Deloitte Consulting.  He also served as a pilot and 
mission commander in the United States Navy.  Beau earned his MBA from Georgetown 
University’s McDonough School of Business and is a graduate of the United States Naval 
Academy.

LORE SYSTEMS, INC  @LORESYSTEMS
Lore Systems helps our clients with cutting-edge IT network engineering and managed services 
solutions. Lore architects, designs and delivers managed hosting and cloud computing 
systems, and outsourced IT network infrastructure, support and help desk solutions that 
easily accommodate our clients’ unique requirements. At Lore, we strive to provide the very 
best customer experience in the industry by making IT “Easier, Friendlier, and More Reliable.”

ANDREW ZALESKI, VICE PRESIDENT AND DIRECTOR OF INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY, LORE SYSTENS, INC
Andrew (Drew) Zaleski is Vice President and Director of Information Technology at Lore 
Systems, Inc. an IT professional services company which provides enterprise network 
engineering, virtualCIO, managed hosting, and cloud services. At Lore, Drew has 
oversight of the Company’s engineering operations and sales engineering functions, 
and built the Company’s vCIO (virtual Chief Information Officer) practice. Drew has 
over 17  years of experience in design, installation, configuration, administration and 
troubleshooting of LAN/WAN infrastructure and security, leveraging a multitude of 
technologies to produce solutions. He holds ITIL, Microsoft and other professional 
certifications. 
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and built the Company’s vCIO (virtual Chief Information Officer) practice. Drew has over 17  
years of experience in design, installation, configuration, administration and troubleshooting 
of LAN/WAN infrastructure and security, leveraging a multitude of technologies to produce 
solutions. He holds ITIL, Microsoft and other professional certifications. 

WILSON SONSINI GOODRICH & ROSATI  @WILSONSONSINI
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati is the premier legal advisor to technology, life sciences, and 
other growth enterprises worldwide. We represent companies at every stage of development, 
from entrepreneurial start-ups to multibillion-dollar global corporations, as well as the 
venture firms, private equity firms, and investment banks that finance and advise them.

MICHAEL LABRIOLA, PARTNER, WILSON SONSINI GOODRICH & ROSATI
Michael Labriola is a partner in the Washington, D.C., office of Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & 
Rosati, where he works with public and private technology companies through all stages of 
their growth. Michael also frequently represents investment banks, venture capital funds, 
and private equity firms in a broad range of investment transactions.
Michael’s practice focuses on corporate and securities law, including general corporate 
representation, IPOs, VC financings, and M&A. He has assisted clients with matters ranging 
from formation and early-stage venture financing to IPOs on U.S. and foreign exchanges. 
He also has considerable experience in counseling publicly held companies on disclosure 
matters, SEC compliance, NASDAQ and NYSE listing matters, and other securities laws issues. 

Prior to law school, Michael was a senior auditor with Arthur Andersen LLP’s Chesapeake-
region growth, services, and products assurance practice and later with Ernst & Young’s 
assurance and business advisory division. While at Arthur Andersen and EY, Michael audited 
public, private, and not-for-profit entities in several sectors. Michael is a CPA in Virginia.

SHULMAN, ROGERS, GANDAL, PORDY & ECKER, P.A. @SHULMANROGERS
Shulman Rogers, a full service law firm with 100 attorneys, offers superior legal services across 
a wide range of practice areas.  In the corporate arena, Shulman Rogers provides services 
including business planning, operational issues, mergers and acquisitions, securities, tax, 
intellectual property, employment, immigration, telecommunications, bankruptcy and debt 
restructuring, and trust and estate planning. In addition, the Firm has vast experience in a 
broad range of real estate transactions, with a strong emphasis on commercial and residential 
closings, leasing, landlord-tenant, commercial development, acquisition, sales and related 
matters.  Our litigators handle both general and complex litigation, and all methods of 
dispute resolution.

Shulman Rogers has garnered a reputation for providing quality representation, business 
insight, and client value. The Firm also supports its clients by creating opportunities, through 
its vast client base, for financing procurement, joint venture possibilities and client-to-client 
business referrals. Experience, breadth of knowledge and commitment to excellence enables 
the Firm to provide high quality legal services at a reasonable fee.  As a result, the Firm is 
an attractive alternative to larger, higher-priced law firms and to smaller, less diverse firms.  
Please visit our website at shulmanrogers.com. 

Sponsors
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ANTHONY MILLIN, PARTNER, SHULMAN, ROGERS, GANDAL, PORDY & ECKER, P.A. 
Anthony Millin is a trusted legal and business advisor to start-up, early stage and emerging growth 
companies. As a corporate and securities attorney, a successful serial entrepreneur and a venture 
capitalist, he brings a unique legal and business perspective to advising his clients. 

His legal practice includes general corporate counseling, formations, preparation of investor packages, 
angel and institutional equity and debt financings, joint ventures/strategic partnerships, corporate 
governance, and mergers and acquisitions. Anthony also has worked closely with a range of angel 
and institutional investors, and assists his clients to identify potential investors.  He serves businesses 
across multiple industries, including internet/SaaS, technology, biotech, clean energy, education, 
finance, manufacturing and health care.

WOMBLE BOND DICKINSON
Womble Bond Dickinson is a forward thinking practice with the energy, drive and determination to 
keep pace with our clients and a focus on delivering the relevant services they need. 

Our lawyers and professionals have shared ambitions, common values and a flexible working style 
that combine with strong personal connections to deliver outstanding levels of client service across 
every office, every day.

Collaboration provides a fertile ground for exploring new ways to better serve our clients, where we 
find new ways of working; use technology to drive practice innovations; and invest in our people to 
ensure we deliver high quality, cost-effective and personal service.

ANDREW TUCKER, PARTNER, WOMBLE BOND DICKINSON
With more than 30 years of experience and a member of the firm’s Impact Investing Team, Andy is a trusted 
corporate and securities advisor to growing companies, particularly in government contracting and technology 
sectors.

Andy’s clients operate around the globe; he regularly advises companies throughout North America, Latin 
America, Europe, the Middle East, China and Australia for corporate matters involving cybersecurity, government 
services and contracting, telecommunications, managed services, renewable energy, energy, medical devices, 
pharmaceuticals, aviation, consumer product and financial technology companies.

In addition to providing general corporate guidance, Andy also assists his clients with a broad variety of 
transactional support, including venture capital and private equity transactions, joint ventures, mergers and 
acquisitions, and public and private securities offerings. 

MCCARTER & ENGLISH
McCarter & English is a 400-attorney, full service firm with a thriving Venture Capital and 
Emerging Growth Companies Group that empowers clients throughout the development cycle—
from ideation to creation, capitalization, implementation, commercialization and monetization. 
Our representation is defined by a paradigm-shifting business model that offers a compelling 
value proposition with nationally renowned lawyers at a sensible fee structure. 

Sponsors
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MATT URETSKY, ASSOCIATE, MCCARTER & ENGLISH, LLP
Matthew Uretsky is an associate of the firm. He concentrates his practice on advising 
entrepreneurial clients in a broad range of technology-driven industries in the areas of 
general corporate, transactional and securities law matters. Matt drafts and negotiates 
documents for, and counsels with respect to, choice of business entity, public and pri-
vate equity financing transactions, securities law compliance, mergers, acquisitions 
and divestitures, debt financings for private and public companies, business formation, 
consulting agreements and due diligence on transactional matters. Matt is active at the 
Princeton Tech Meetup as a speaker and advisor.

Matt began his legal career as a judicial law clerk for the Honorable Linda Wallach Miller 
of the Court of Common Pleas, Monroe County, Pennsylvania.  Prior to that, he attended 
Emory University School of Law where he was Managing Editor of the Emory Interna-
tional Law Review. Matt earned his undergraduate degree in Psychology from Dartmouth 
College where he was a member of the Dragon Senior Society, an honorary leadership 
society, and captain of the Dartmouth College golf team. Mr. Uretsky has been recog-
nized as a New Jersey Rising Star for 2017 and 2018, an honor that recognizes the top 
up-and-coming attorneys. Super Lawyers is published by Thomson Reuters.

ARLINGTON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Arlington Economic Development is dedicated to the preservation and enhancement of 
an economically competitive and sustainable community, and the creation of exciting, 
diverse and amenity-rich places. AED provides visionary leadership and superior services 
to Arlington’s business community, its tourism industry and its real estate development.

CHRISTIAN DORSEY, VICE-CHAIR, ARLINGTON COUNTY BOARD
Christian Dorsey was elected to the Arlington County Board in 2015 and currently serves as 
its Vice-Chair. Christian represents Arlington on the board of the Washington Metropolitan 
Area Transit Authority (WMATA) and is Vice-Chair of its Finance and Budget Committee. 
Additionally, Mr. Dorsey serves as one of three Arlington commissioners on The Northern 
Virginia Transportation Commission (NVTC).

Christian is also a member of the Board of Directors of the Metropolitan Washington Council 
of Governments (COG), and a member of the Transportation Planning Board (TPB).

Outside of public service, Mr. Dorsey engages as a policy and communications consultant 
supporting progressive organizations in realizing their missions.

Prior to joining the Board, Christian was a senior leader at the Economic Policy Institute, a 
think tank that promotes economic policies that foster broadly shared prosperity. Throughout 
his career, Mr. Dorsey has always been committed to improving the Arlington community. 
He had the privilege of serving as executive director of The Reading Connection, promoting 
literacy development for children facing housing insecurity.

Sponsors
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ASSOCIATION FOR ENTERPRISE GROWTH (AEG)
The Association for Enterprise Growth (AEG) is a nonprofit advisory council of  experienced 
business advisors that provide cost-effective expertise and guidance to owners of midmarket 
companies. AEG consists of experts from complementary professional services disciplines 
equipped to grow enterprise value and maximize personal wealth for all stages of the business 
lifecycle—from startup to growth to maturity to transfer or sale.

MARK HAAS, BOARD CHAIR, ASSOCIATION FOR ENTERPRISE GROWTH
Mark Haas is President of Research and Organization Management, a strategy development and 
performance management consulting firm based in Washington, DC. He advises executives and 
Boards on diagnostics, strategy, business models and performance management aimed at growth, 
strengthening operations and agility. His consulting includes leadership training for Tanzanian 
energy executives, developing curricula to train consultants in 40 countries for an international 
bank, crafting strategy and innovative business models for a $120 million nonprofit, emerging 
two scientific associations, reorganizing a biomedical research agency, revitalizing a 
human service nonprofit, and developing strategy for a national vital records enterprise.

MARYMOUNT UNIVERSITY
Marymount is a comprehensive Catholic university, guided by the traditions of the Religious of 
the Sacred Heart of Mary, that emphasizes intellectual curiosity, service to others, and a global 
perspective. A Marymount education is grounded in the liberal arts, promotes career preparation, 
and provides opportunities for personal and professional growth. A student‐centered learning 
community that values diversity and focuses on the education of the whole person, Marymount 
guides the intellectual, ethical, and spiritual development of each individual.

Marymount University will be known as a comprehensive Catholic university and the institution 
of choice for students, faculty, and staff. Marymount will distinguish itself through a culture of 
engagement that fosters intellectual curiosity, service to others, and a global perspective.

MARIANNE WARD-PERADOZA, DEAN, MARYMOUNT UNIVERSITY SCHOOL 
OF BUSINESS AND TECHNOLOGY
Marymount is a comprehensive Dr. Marianne Ward-Peradoza was appointed Dean of Marymount 
University’s School of Business and Technology in July 2017.  Dr. Ward-Peradoza provides 
leadership for the school and its undergraduate and graduate programs in Business, Information 
Technology, Cybersecurity, Healthcare Management, Human Resource Management and 
Leadership and Management. Prior to joining Marymount, Dr. Ward-Peradoza served in many 
leadership roles as a faculty member and administrator at Loyola University Maryland. She 
was Associate Dean for the Sellinger School of Business and Management from 2014-2017, 
and prior to that, she chaired the Department of Economics. She has also served as Director of 
the interdisciplinary Global Studies Program. Dr. Ward-Peradoza has demonstrated success in 
transformative program development, interdisciplinary collaboration, international education, 
faculty hiring and retention, faculty development, strategic planning, fundraising and assessment.  
Dr. Ward-Peradoza earned her master’s degree and Ph.D. in economics from the University of 
Miami and a bachelor’s in International Studies/Economics from American University.

Sponsors
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MARYLAND TECH COUNCIL VENTURE MENTORING SERVICE (MTC VMS)
The Maryland Tech Council Venture Mentoring Service Program (MTC VMS) is a 
team mentoring program based on a model developed by MIT and has now been in 
operation for just over a year, successfully completing its pilot phase and engaged 
now in scaling. Ultimately, we grow companies to grow the eco-system with jobs, 
revenue and capital attraction to our state. The program has been adopted in over 
70 communities around the globe; the MTC VMS program is the 50th program. 

The MTC VMS is the only program of its kind in Maryland. The teams of mentors are 
laser focused on scaling specially qualified Maryland tech and biotech companies. 
And the mentors, as a group are helping grow the eco-system. This is one of 
Maryland’s true public  private partnerships and was established with Montgomery 
County and the Department of Commerce, but belongs uniquely to the Maryland 
Tech Council. 

The MTC VMS program has provided over 700 hours of volunteering and free 
mentoring. We have ongoing partner relationships with CONNECTpreneur and the 
Montgomery County Economic Development Corporation. Sponsors include the 
Maryland Department of Commerce, Launch Workplaces and MCEDC. For more 
information, go to http://www.mdtechcouncil.com/careers/mentor-opportunities-
new.php

SALLY STERNBACH, FOUNDER OF MTC VENTURE MENTORING SERVICES
Sally Sternbach retired in 2016 after leading both the Montgomery County 
Department of Economic Development and Rockville Economic Development, Inc. 
for 14 years. In her prior professional life, Sally spent 19 years with AT&T federal 
sector, taught accounting and finance, ran a social services non-profit in NYC and a 
tourism development organization in West Virginia. Her proudest accomplishments, 
aside from her family, include national and international gold medals in rowing. She 
is married to David Sternbach, a former professional musician turned clinical social 
worker and author of more than 100 articles on performance psychology; they have 
lived in Montgomery County since 1980.

RSM @RSMUSLLP
RSM is  a  leading  provider  of  assurance,  tax  and  consulting  services  focused  on  the  
middle market. We guide our clients through complex business challenges by understanding 
their needs and bringing together the right team to address them. With nearly 8,000 
professionals and associates in 80 cities nationwide and access to more than 32,000 people 
in 110 countries through our membership in RSM International, we can meet your needs 
wherever in the world you do business. 

Sponsors
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CHARLES CARR, CPA, ASSURANCE PARTNER, RSM
Chuck is the Assurance leader of the Washington Metro Offices, Technology and Life 
Sciences practice. This practice covers companies representing the technology services, 
software, SAAS, telecommunications, media, biotech, pharmaceutical, and medical 
device sectors. Many of these companies are backed by private equity and venture 
capital. Chuck has over 30 years of public accounting experience. Prior to joining RSM, 
he previously served as the Greater Washington Emerging Growth Company practice 
leader for Deloitte.Chuck has a strong working knowledge of the many issues public 
and private companies face, including accounting, reporting, and corporate governance. 
As a result of his experience, Chuck is familiar with technological changes, venture 
capital equity/debt accounting issues, accounting for acquisitions, SEC preparation 
and reporting, IPO readiness, global expansion issues, as well as working with complex 
stock-based compensation and revenue recognition issues. Chuck has worked with 
multiple companies as they moved through their IPO process and has worked with many 
other companies through their successful sale to either financial or strategic buyers. 
Chuck is passionate about working with high growth companies while guiding them 
through their ever changing life cycle. 

THE MELTZER GROUP @MELTZERGROUP
The Meltzer Group is a diversified financial services company based in Bethesda, Maryland. 
Meltzer has become industry leaders in the insurance field as sited by the Washington 
Business Journal, providing comprehensive business, personal and corporate insurance 
and financial strategies. Founded in 1982, The Meltzer Group prides itself in providing clients 
exceptional service and innovative problem solving ideas.  They believe that the clients’ 
needs and desires are the most important factors in the insurance process. 

RYAN & WETMORE, P.C.  @RYANWETMOREPC
Ryan & Wetmore is a full-service accounting and management-consulting firm, servicing the 
Northeast/Mid-Atlantic region since 1988. What makes us different from other accounting firms 
is our proactive approach. We work hard to earn our clients’ confidence by encouraging open 
communication year round. This approach has enabled us to help clients become more efficient, 
more competitive, and more profitable. Through our numerous management engagements, we 
have become trusted, unbiased advisors.

HAFEZI CAPITAL INTERNATIONAL CONSULTING @HAFEZICAPITAL
HafeziCapital International Consulting is an international financial and business consulting firm 
offering the following services: Growth Consulting (sales, margins, income, cashflow, valuation, 
leverageratios); Organization Consulting (structure, process, delivery, supply chain, restructuring); 
Capitalization Consulting - advising on matters of raising capital; International Consulting - entering 
new global markets (feasibility studies, country risk analysis, market entry strategy, joint venture 
development, acquisition analysis, supply chain audits, outsourced international market entry).

Sponsors
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Thank You to Our Partners

Join the conversation on Twitter  
@connectpreneur and #BCBcon

Join us May 23 for ECVC (East Coast VentureCon) - Washington, D.C.
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