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8:00am – 9:20am

10:00am - 10:45am 

10:45am - 12:00pm

 
NETWORKING 

 

 

                         Thursday, April 20th, 2023

REGISTRATION AND NETWORKING 

 

 WELCOME REMARKS 

COMPANY SHOWCASE / ROCKET PITCH 

Barometer XP – Alexandra Suchman
BlueStar Telehealth – Robert Wray

OpalHTM – Connor Roberts
 Social Currant – Ashwath Narayanan

True Bearing Diagnostics – Tisha Jepson 
 WheelTug – Isaiah Cox 

9:20am - 10:00am
-S. TIEN WONG - CEO, Opus8; Founder, Big Idea CONNECTpreneur Forum
-DAN DOOLEY - Managing Director, Tishman Speyer
-LEONA AGOURIDIS - Executive Director, Golden Triangle Business Improvement District
-PATRICK BRYANT, Co-Founder, CODE/+/TRUST; Chapter Director, Startup Grind DC
-KEITH ANDERSON - Interim Deputy Mayor for Planning and Economic Development, District of
Columbia
-JIM CHUNG, Associate Vice President for Research, Innovation and Entrepreneurship, George
Washington University
-Dr. XIMENA HARTSOCK, Co-Founder, BuildWithin; Founder, Phone2Action

Intros By: 
MARK HAAS, CEO, Association for Enterprise Growth
SARA CLASPER , Associate, NEXT, powered by Shulman Rogers



LEONA AGOURIDIS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, GOLDEN TRIANGLE BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 
Leona Agouridis is the executive director of the Golden Triangle Business Improvement District (BID), 
the 44-square-block area of the central business district that connects the White House to Dupont Circle.
Prior to that she served in several leadership positions including Registrar of Voters for the District of
Columbia, Media Relations Director of Metro, and Assistant General Manager for Communications,
Marketing and Customer Service at Metro. She has served the Golden Triangle since 2006, putting in place
key initiatives that include award winning emergency preparedness, placemaking and sustainability
initiatives. 
KEITH ANDERSON - INTERIM DEPUTY MAYOR FOR PLANNING AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, DISTRICT OF
COLUMBIA
Keith Anderson is appointed Interim Deputy Mayor for Planning and Economic Development. Deputy Mayor
Anderson previously served as the Director of the DC Department of General Services (DGS), a government
agency with a mission to build, maintain, and sustain the District of Columbia’s real estate portfolio, which
includes more than 157 million square feet of land and 35.7 million square feet of state-of-the-art facilities.
This work has allowed the agency to foster economic viability, environmental stewardship, and equity across
all eight wards of the city. With a workforce of just under 600, DGS is responsible for maintaining 844
buildings, including educational, municipal and recreational locations. Prior to DGS, Mr. Anderson was the
Director of the DC Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR). He served as Director of the DC Department of
Energy and Environment (DDOE) prior to DPR. During his tenure at DPR, Mr. Anderson oversaw the
construction and or modernization of 79 recreation projects including recreation facilities, fitness center
renovations, and facility security upgrades.

TIEN WONG, CEO, OPUS8, INC.
Tien is Chairman and CEO of Opus8, an investment and advisory firm which helps technology
companies and alternative investment fund managers raise capital. He is also Chairman of Lumious, an
international leader in learning analytics, as well as Chairman of Lore Systems, a cloud services
provider. Tien co-founded and served as CEO of CyberRep, Inc. until its acquisition by Affiliated
Computer Services. CyberRep was one of the largest privately held CRM outsourcing companies in the
world with over 2,300 employees and $80 million in revenue. Today, the CyberRep/ACS business is one
of the world’s largest CRM operations, with $3 billion in revenue as divisions of Xerox, Conduent, and
Continuum. He serves on the boards of The Washington Institute for Business, Government & Society,
Virginia Investment Partnership Investment Advisory Board, Junior Achievement, Association for
Enterprise Growth, and Refraction. He was appointed by Governor Martin O’Mally to the 9-member
Maryland Venture Fund Authority which allocates and manages $84 million into VC funds and
companies. He is an Entrepreneur in Residence at Georgetown University’s McDonough School of
Business, and a graduate of Dartmouth College.

PATRICK BRYANT, CO-FOUNDER, CODE/+/TRUST; CHAPTER DIRECTOR, STARTUP GRIND DC
Patrick's biography has been a steady stream of launching new businesses in media, rolling papers, and
software. As a serial entrepreneur, Patrick has now launched 6 (& counting) multi-million dollar companies,
some in less than 2 years time, including CODE/+/TRUST (software development firm), Teamphoria (HR
engagement software), Event.gives (fundraising event software), CrewMama (crew production directory
software), Go To Team (the largest staff video crew provider in the US), and Shine Rolling Papers (24k gold
rolling papers).
After years as a serial entrepreneur, Patrick founded the Harbor Entrepreneur Center to provide a place to
help others launch companies and create collision among other entrepreneurs in the region. The keys to his
entrepreneurial success are now the founding principles taught to startup founders in the Harbor
Accelerator, a 14-week program offered to 16 companies a year in Charleston, SC.



DR. XIMENA HARTSOCK, CO-FOUNDER, BUILDWITHIN; FOUNDER, PHONE2ACTION
Dr. Ximena Hartsock is the co-founder of BuildWithin. Dr. Hartsock has been involved in education and
civic advocacy since 2010, when she began her role as the national director of StudentsFirst. Dr.
Hartsock went on to found the advocacy software platform Phone2Action in 2012, which was acquired
and is now known as Capitol Canary. She has a Ph.D. in administration and policy from the George
Washington University.

 
DAN DOOLEY, MANAGING DIRECTOR, TISHMAN SPEYER 
Dan Dooley originally joined Tishman Speyer in 2001 to lead the firm’s regional leasing efforts in
Washington, DC. As Regional Leasing Director, he leased properties such as One Metro Center,
1325 G Street, 1099 New York Avenue, Woodland Pointe, and Plaza East before leaving in 2014.
Since rejoining 
in 2019, he is responsible for leading leasing and asset strategy in the region. Prior to rejoining Tishman
Speyer, Dan was the Chief Operating Officer with Carr Properties where he ran their Leasing, Marketing,
Property Management, Asset Management and Construction Management groups. With over 30 years
of experience in real estate, Dan has also held roles with Trammell Crow, JMB Realty Corporation,
LaSalle Partners/JLL and Savills Studley. He graduated from Southern Methodist 
University with a BBA in Finance.  He holds broker’s licenses in DC, MD, and VA. 

 

MARK HAAS, CEO, AEG 
Mark Haas is Co-founder and CEO of AEG (Association for Enterprise Growth), responsible for strategy, 
operations, and expansion of its communities to 30 cities nationally. He was previously President of 
ROM a strategy and operations management consulting firm, advising CEOs and boards to include 
leadership training for Tanzanian energy executives, developing curricula to train consultants in 40 
countries for an international bank, crafting strategy and innovative business models for $120 million 
nonprofit, merging two scientific associations, re-organizing a biomedical research agency, facilitating 
development of WWIV military strategy, and of facilitating a global R&D strategy for the US Navy. 

Jim Chung is the Assoc. VP for Research, Innovation & Entrepreneurship at GW, and a principal
investigator in the NSF I-Corps Hub: Mid-Atlantic Region. He was previously the Director of both the
Mtech VentureAccelerator and Chesapeake Bay Seed Capital Fund at the University of Maryland.
He started his private sector career as an early stage venture capital investor, and has done private
equity and M&A for a public company.
Before becoming an investor, Jim was an academic researcher at MIT, Harvard, and the University
of Tokyo (Fulbright Fellow). He was named in both 2015 and 2017 by Washingtonian Magazine as
one of the Top 100 Tech Titans in DC and by HotTopics.ht as one of the Top 100 Entrepreneurship
Professors worldwide in 2015. Jim received his Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees from Stanford
University and was a Ph.D. candidate at MIT.

JIM CHUNG, ASSOCIATE VICE PRESIDENT FOR RESEARCH, INNOVATION AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP, GWU

SARA CLASPER, ASSOCIATE, NEXT POWERED BY SHULMAN ROGERS
Through the NEXT platform, she typically represents early-stage seed and emerging growth companies and
helps position them for success. Sara advises local and national companies on private equity, venture capital
transactions, mergers and acquisitions, compliance issues, capital raises, equity compensation and other
general corporate matters.
Sara effectively balances efficiency with risk mitigation in her deal transactions. Prior to her work with NEXT,
Sara spent 6 years as a persuasive litigator, honing her problem solving and negotiation skills and deepening
her understanding of the type of contractual provisions that can eventually lead to disputes. This unique
background for a transactional attorney enables her to anticipate the potential hurdles that a business
transaction may encounter and foresee the importance and implications of each element of a deal during
negotiations.

https://www.buildwithin.com/
https://capitolcanary.com/
https://www.gwu.edu/
https://www.washingtonian.com/2015/05/04/washingtons-100-top-tech-leaders/
https://www.washingtonian.com/2017/05/03/washingtons-100-top-tech-leaders-titans/
https://hottopics.ht/19329/the-100-top-professors-of-entrepreneurship-worldwide/
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Barometer XP is a Public Benefit Corporation born out of the pandemic that 
offers a scientific game-based approach to workplace culture and 
development. The company has offered direct services to teams since 2021, 
and now seeks to package its insights into a SaaS product that empowers 
other facilitators and leaders with the power of play.

Alex Suchman is a seasoned facilitator, organizational development 
consultant, and play-based learning designer. Peter Williamson is a game 
designer with a track record of producing high-quality, engaging games that 
promote learning and positive change. Roddy McKenzie is a business 
development and sales expert with experience in both the corporate and 
nonprofit sectors.

Go-to-market strategy begins with a platform membership for external 
practitioners (Consultants). Then the company targets in-house professionals 
(HR, People Officers, Team Leaders) for enterprise subscription value.

Global learning and development (TAM) is estimated to be around $370B and 
growing at a rate of 10% annually. US team and culture practitioners (SOM) is 
$8B, early adopters for new platforms (SAM) is $800M, and independent 
consultants (beachhead) is $40M.

3 in every 4 employees are not engaged at work, resulting in trillions of dollars 
in lost productivity, high turnover, and health interventions. Poor workplace 
cultures often suffer from the lack of time and safe space to fully explore team 
strengths and pressure points. This perpetuates a cycle of dysfunction. 

There are a handful of companies (i.e. Playmeo, SessionLab) at the intersection
of experiential learning and practitioner-focused software, as well as
businesses that focus on client-facing and team bonding solutions. None of
them provide the same level of diagnostic assessment and partner integrations
to customize game learning.

Completed a 4-week beta test with 40 engaged target users in March 2023. 
Finished a 16-week accelerator from September to January. Barometer 
continues to balance its pre-revenue product with service contracts and 
training programs. $100K earned to date, plus $100K in bootstrapped capital. 

SaaS product is an assessment-powered database of curated games and play- 
based resources. It is filterable by dozens of categories, built on top of a robust 
community of practice, and connected to popular facilitation tools, methods, 
and programs.

CST CPA (accounting)
Mercury (banking)

Workplace Culture 
Learning & Development

Alex Suchman, CEO 
Peter Williamson, CPO 
Roddy McKenkie, CBDO

info@barometerxp.com
202-643-5688

Leadership & Admin (40%)
Software Dev (35%)
Sales & Marketing (25%)

$850,000 seed round from 
aligned angels and HNWI 
yields an 18 month runway

Tricia Dyer & Melanie 
Hardcastle (marketing), 20+ 
industry pros (advisory)

Skyler Showell (advisory) 
Weber Law (governing docs)

Legal

Industry

Financial 

Use of Funds

Founder Team

Supporting Team

Financing Target
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level, together reaching each milestone of success. 
NEXT is powered by Shulman Rogers, a full-service law firm with nearly 100 attorneys offering superior 
services across a wide range of practice areas. The firm also offers robust personal services such as residential 
closings and trust and estate planning. Shulman Rogers has earned its reputation for providing quality 
representation, business insight and client value, serving as a highly attractive alternative to larger, higher-
priced firms and smaller, less diverse firms. Learn more at ShulmanRogers.com. 

 
ANTHONY MILLIN, NEXT CHAIR & PARTNER, SHULMAN, ROGERS 
Anthony Millin is the Chair of NEXT and a trusted legal and business advisor to startup, early-stage and
emerging  growth companies. As a corporate and securities attorney, a successful serial entrepreneur and a
venture  capitalist, Anthony brings a unique legal and business perspective to advising his clients. “Anthony has
had a tremendous impact on the success of my company since we were in the startup phase,” says Dale
Nirvani Pfeifer, Founder and CEO of GoodWorld. “He has not only provided sound and creative legal support
but has also served as a key business advisor throughout the growth of my company.” Anthony understands
firsthand what it takes to start, scale and manage a company, to successfully prepare for and run a fund raising
process, and to address the legal issues faced by a startup. This background provides him with valuable insights
into the legal and business needs of his clients. Anthony has worked closely with a range of angel and
institutional investors and helps clients identify real opportunities. He serves businesses across multiple
industries including internet/SaaS, technology, biotech, cleantech, ed tech, fintech and health care. Another
specialized skill set Anthony brings to the table is his China-based experience, assisting early-stage and middle-
market companies interested in conducting business in China or seeking direct foreign investment from China.
Contact Anthony at amillin@shulmanrogers.com. 

 
NFP 
NFP is a leading insurance broker and consultant that provides employee benefits, property and casualty, 
retirement and individual private client solutions through our licensed subsidiaries and affiliates. We have 
specialized experts across multiple industries and products, and are unique in that we provide a boutique
offering, with the tools, resources, and leverage of one of the world’s largest privately-owned brokers. We like
to ask questions in order to understand our clients and their business, allowing us to work collaboratively to
help solve their biggest problems. We’re intentional with identifying and understanding what the issues are
and connecting solutions to solve those issues. Our expertise is matched by our commitment to each client's
goals and enhanced by our investments in innovative technologies in the insurance brokerage and consulting
space. 

ETHAN FOXMAN, ATLANTIC PRESIDENT, NFP 
Ethan has been in the insurance business for over 20 years and is currently President of NFP’s Atlantic Region,
overseeing nearly 50 offices and more than 1,000 team members. Ethan had served as President of NFP’s Mid-
Atlantic Region since 2016 prior to the Mid-Atlantic and Southeast Regions merging in 2021. Prior to NFP,
Ethan served as The Meltzer Group’s Chief Operating Officer, and later as President, leading the largest
insurance broker in the Washington, D.C. region. Ethan entered the insurance industry in 1999 with Group
Dental Services (GDS), a niche provider of ancillary benefit plans to the labor union market. From 1999 until
2006 Ethan served in nearly every role at GDS, including underwriting, finance, operations, sales and client
management. Under Ethan’s leadership GDS grew from $10 million to nearly $50 million in revenue, and in
2008 was purchased by Coventry Healthcare, the sixth largest public healthcare company in the country. Ethan
remained with Coventry until 2013 as President of the dental and vision business. Ethan earned his bachelor’s
degree from the University of Vermont and later added a MBA from the University of Maryland. He has served
on a number of Boards, including the University of Maryland Smith School of Business, The Honour Society,
and the Humane Society Maryland State Council, and is an active member of Young Presidents Organization
(YPO). 



 
AEG 
AEG is a growing and profitable company that provides elite business advisors and midmarket CEOs 
unprecedented business development and peer to peer networking opportunities through an ecosystem
of city-based communities. Deliberate culture and technology create deep personal relationships to drive
fast and efficient business referrals that accelerate business development and growth for these advisors
and CEO peer groups. 

 
MARK HAAS, CEO, AEG 
Mark Haas is President of Research and Organization Management, a strategy development and
performance management consulting firm based in Washington, DC. He advises executives and Boards
on diagnostics, strategy, business models and performance management aimed at growth, strengthening
operations and agility. His consulting includes leadership training for Tanzanian energy executives,
developing curricula to train consultants in 40 countries for an international bank, crafting strategy and
innovative business models for a $120 million nonprofit, emerging two scientific associations,
reorganizing a biomedical research agency, revitalizing a human service nonprofit and developing
strategy for a national vital records enterprise. 

TEDCO
TEDCO is Maryland’s leading source of funding for early-stage, technology-based businesses. Our mission
is to enhance economic empowerment by fostering an inclusive and entrepreneurial innovation
ecosystem. We identify, invest in, and help grow technology and life science-based companies in
Maryland. Over the last 24 years, TEDCO has provided significant value to the state’s start-up community
by supporting over 10,400 Maryland jobs and generating more than $2.3 billion in statewide economic
activity as of 2021. Learn more by visiting us at tedcomd.com. 

NEW YORK LIFE 

At the heart of New York Life is a commitment to be there for our customers when they need us—whether 

today or decades into the future. We have delivered on that promise for over 175 years by investing wisely, 

growing a portfolio of strategic businesses, and remaining true to our mission as a mutual company, 

accountable only to our customers, not to outside investors. For our customers, that means having the 

confidence that comes with knowing they can build a better future for themselves and those they love. 

ENTERPRISE TRANSFORMATION SOLUTIONS
INES LEBOW, FOUNDER AND  PRINCIPAL @ilebow1
Ines LeBow is the Founder and Principal Startup Consultant at Enterprise Transformation Solutions (ETS),
which advises entrepreneurs on how to position themselves for funding. Over the course of her 30+ years in
the industry, Ines has helped companies secure more than $800M in funding, led start-ups and turnarounds
for companies with up to $500M in revenue, managed 11 M&A transactions, and guided 9 companies to a
successful exit. With expertise spanning Operations, Executive Leadership, and Mentoring, Turnarounds,
Revenue implementation, Engineering, as well as Communications, Ines has helped many companies
prepare for VC and angel investment.

https://www.tedcomd.com/
https://www.tedcomd.com/
https://www.tedcomd.com/
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MARISSA LEVIN 
CEO
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CEO
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CEO
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