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Agenda
Thursday, August 3, 2023

4:30 - 5:45 pm - REGISTRATION / NETWORKING

TIEN WONG, Founder and Host, CONNECTpreneur
DR. ANNE KHADEMIAN, Executive Director, The Universities at Shady Grove
MARC ELRICH, County Executive, Montgomery County, Maryland
KELLY SCHULZ, CEO, Maryland Technology Council

5:45 - 6:05 pm - WELCOME REMARKS

JEFF GALVIN, CEO, American Gene Technologies; CEO, AddImmune
CARMEN ORTIZ LARSEN, Founder, BioEthx; CEO, AQUAS, Inc.; President,
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce Montgomery County
MIKE PRIDDY, CEO, Intervise; Board Member, The Universities at Shady Grove

6:05 - 6:40pm - WORKFORCE PANEL - "Creative Ways to
Attract and Develop Talent in Maryland"
Moderator: ANTHONY FEATHERSTONE, Executive Director, WorkSource
Montgomery

DONNA HARRIS, Founder & CEO, Builders + Backers; Board Member, Global
Entrepreneurship Network
PHIL JUNG, Partner, Sovereign's Capital; Co-Founder/Treasurer, Jeremy Lin
Foundation
KATHERINE HILL RITCHIE, Senior Director Venture Funds, TEDCO

6:40 - 7:20 pm - ALL-STAR INVESTOR PANEL - "Current Trends
in Early Stage Capital"
Moderator: BILL TOMPKINS, President and CEO, Montgomery County Economic
Development Corp.



7:20 - 8:00 pm - COMPANY SHOWCASE / ROCKET PITCH
Companies will be introduced by:
MARK HAAS, CEO, AEG
SARA CLASPER, Associate Attorney, NEXT powered by Shulman Rogers

8:00 - 9:00 pm - EXPO AND NETWORKING
Dessert Reception

7:20 - 8:00 pm - COMPANY SHOWCASE / ROCKET PITCH
Companies will be introduced by:
MARK HAAS, CEO, AEG
SARA CLASPER, Associate Attorney, NEXT powered by Shulman Rogers

PRESENTING COMPANIES
 

Atomic Biometrics, Inc.
Blueprint

 

Coagulation Sciences
 

Coordle Inc.
 

Endomedix Inc.
 

Hue Lens
 

NanoBioFAB
 

Shouldrs
 

WISE Cities

Agenda
Thursday, August 3, 2023



TIEN WONG, CEO, OPUS8, INC.
Tien is Founder and Host of the Big Idea CONNECTpreneur Community, a global community of 30,000+
investors, entrepreneurs, business leaders and service professionals. He is CEO of Opus8, an investment
and advisory firm which helps tech companies and investment fund managers raise capital. He is also
Chairman of Lumious, a leading Ed Tech Company. Tien co-founded and served as CEO of CyberRep, Inc.
until its acquisition by ACS/Xerox. CyberRep was one of the largest CRM companies in the world with over
2,300 employees and $80 million in revenue. Today, the CyberRep/ACS business generates $3+ billion in
revenue as divisions of Xerox, Conduent, and Continuum. He serves on the boards of The Washington
Institute for Business, Government & Society; Frederick Innovative Technology Center, Inc. (FITCI); Junior
Achievement; Association for Enterprise Growth; and Austin Venture Association. He was appointed by
Governor Martin O’Malley to the Maryland Venture Fund Authority which manages $84 million in venture
capital. He is an Entrepreneur in Residence at Georgetown University’s McDonough School of Business,
and a graduate of Dartmouth College.

Speakers

ANNE KHADEMIAN, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, THE UNIVERSITIES AT SHADY GROVE
Dr. Anne Khademian was named to serve as the Universities at Shady Grove’s third executive director in
October 2020. As executive director of USG, a regional higher education center of USM in Montgomery
County, with programs from nine universities on one campus, Dr. Khademian also holds the title of
Associate Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs for USM.
Before joining USG, Dr. Khademian served most recently as a Presidential Fellow and professor at Virginia
Tech, where she enjoyed a stellar 17-year career that included several years as director of the School of
Public and International Affairs. A longtime resident of Montgomery County, Maryland, she served in her
presidential fellowship in Virginia Tech’s Research Center in Arlington, VA. In that capacity, she supported
the collaborative implementation of “Beyond Boundaries” initiatives, working across the university’s
campuses and stakeholder committees to support organizational innovation and growth.

MARC ELRICH, COUNTY EXECUTIVE, MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND
Marc Elrich was elected as Montgomery County Executive on Nov. 6, 2018. He had previously served three
terms (12 years) on the Montgomery County Council as an at-large member, being first elected in 2006. He
served as a Councilmember on the Takoma Park City Council from 1987-2006. For 17 years, he was a
teacher at Rolling Terrace Elementary School in Takoma Park.
As a County Councilmember, he was the chief sponsor of several landmark pieces of legislation and
programs. He led the successful effort to increase the Montgomery County minimum wage in coordination
with surrounding jurisdictions to $11.50 an hour and subsequent legislation that will eventually increase the
minimum wage to $15 an hour. He was the first elected official to propose building a Bus Rapid Transit
(BRT) system throughout the County to address Montgomery's transportation and environmental problems.
Ground was broken in Fall 2018 for the first BRT line, which will run along Route 29.

KELLY SCHULZ, CEO, MARYLAND TECHNOLOGY COUNCIL, FORMER SECRETARY, MARYLAND
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Kelly Schulz is CEO of the Maryland Technology Council, which is working to propel Maryland to become the
number one innovation economy for life sciences and technology in the country. Most recently, she served 7
years in Maryland Governor Hogan’s administration as the Secretary of Labor and the Secretary of Commerce. In
her most recent role at Commerce, Kelly oversaw the state’s primary economic development agency, responsible
for attracting new businesses, job growth, and workforce development. As Secretary of Labor (Department of
Labor, Licensing and Regulation), Kelly managed 2,000 employees and oversaw an annual budget of $375
million. Under her leadership, Maryland’s apprenticeship program grew to its highest level since 2008, with more
than 10,000 apprentices statewide and received national recognition as one of the top programs in America.
Prior her career in public service, Kelly was always focused on her community. While raising her boys, Kelly put
herself through college and worked as a server and bartender in the evenings and on weekends, yet always made
time to serve on the school PTA and to volunteer with her sons' sports teams. Kelly went on to work as a program
manager for a defense contractor and then became a partner in opening a small business, a cybersecurity firm.
Kelly has also served in the Maryland House of Delegates, representing Frederick County. 
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ANTHONY FEATHERSTONE, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, WORKSOURCE MONTGOMERY
Anthony Featherstone joined WSM in early 2021 with over fifteen years of workforce development
experience. Anthony has prioritized community engagement and impact, (workforce) system building,
regional collaboration, and streamlined job seeker and business services. Prior to WSM, Anthony served as
the Director of Workforce Operations at KRA Corp., a national provider of employment and training for
workforce development boards and human service agencies. He also held leadership roles with the South
Carolina Dept. of Employment & Workforce and at the District of Columbia Department of Employment
Services Office of Apprenticeship, Information & Training. Anthony earned his MBA from Webster
University in St. Louis, and a BA in Sociology from Coastal Carolina University. He is a Certified Career
Services Provider and Global Career Development Facilitator. Anthony is an active member of the Maryland
Workforce Association, National Association of Workforce Development Professionals, National
Association of Workforce Boards, Southeastern Employment & Training Association, and National Career
Development Association.

JEFF GALVIN, CEO, AMERICAN GENE TECHNOLOGIES
Jeff Galvin is the CEO and founder of American Gene Technologies (AGT). He earned a BA degree in
economics from Harvard and has 30+ years of business and entrepreneurial experience, including founder
or executive at a variety of Silicon Valley startups. Several of his companies went public or sold to public
companies, including a med tech company that was sold to Varian. Following his startup experience, Galvin
retired to Hawaii and became an angel investor in real estate and high tech. During this period, he receives
a business plan from an NIH lab involving the cutting-edge technology of viral vectors and gene therapies.
After meeting with the lead researcher, Roscoe Brady, MD, PhD, Galvin saw the amazing potential of the
technology to cure the world’s worst diseases. He came out of retirement to found and fund AGT in 2007.
He co-created a collaborative lentiviral vector platform for gene therapeutic development with Dr. Brady,
aiming to create functional gene therapy cures to treat a broad range of genetic diseases, such as
HIV/AIDS, Phenylketonuria, and liver cancer. AGT is poised to disrupt the pharmaceutical industry treating
diseases and also  actually curing them. AGT is in a human trial to test the safety and efficacy of a cutting
edge “one-and-done” gene therapy that could return HIV patients to normal life without further
antiretroviral treatment, no fear of developing AIDS or infecting others, and protection that would prevent
reinfection.

 
 

DONNA HARRIS, FOUNDER & CEO, BUILDERS + BACKERS
Donna Harris is Founder and CEO of Builders + Backers, General Partner of 1776 Ventures, and has been an
active investor for over 10 years following a successful career as a serial entrepreneur with multiple
successful exits. She invests broadly across industries, focusing on innovations that empower individuals
and networks and democratize entire industries. Donna has been recognized by Business Insider as one of
the top female early-stage investors in 2021, 2022 and 2023 and she was named one of Washington DC’s
Power 100 by both Washington Business Journal and Washington Life. Donna has invested in industry-
defining companies that include Guild Education, ID.me, Pacasso, NXCR, Twiga and many more. Prior to
founding Builders + Backers, Donna was founder of 1776, Managing Director of the Startup America
Partnership during the Obama Administration, and founded multiple startups with several successful exits.
She is also a board member of the Global Entrepreneurship Network.  Donna holds a B.S. from Central
Michigan University, an M.B.A. from The University Michigan, and an honorary Doctor of Laws degree from
American University.

PHIL JUNG, PARTNER, SOVEREIGN'S CAPITAL
Phil is a Partner at Sovereign’s Capital, a values-driven alternative asset manager, where he helpslead the
early-stage venture capital team across the U.S. and Southeast Asia. Phil was previouslythe CFO and CPO
at Mindoula Health, a nextgeneration population health managementcompany that scales the human
connection through technology to address behavioral healthchallenges. Prior, Phil was with the Maryland
Venture Fund, Foundation Capital, and TDFVentures, leading investments in earlyand growth stage
technology companies. Phil began hiscareer at KPMG’s Risk Consulting practice in Silicon Valley where he
specialized in software assetmanagement for Fortune 500 clients. Phil also co-founded the Jeremy Lin
Foundation, a non-profit whosemission is to serve at-risk youth through education and leadership
development inunderserved communities



MIKE PRIDDY, CEO, INTERVISE CONSULTANTS INC.
Michael D. Priddy is the founder and CEO of 5 companies which have billed in excess of $500,000,000 in
revenue over the last 32 years. His current portfolio of companies includes a health care company and an
Information technology company. Interim provides Home and Healthcare care to seniors in Montgomery,
St. Mary’s and Calvert Counties Maryland and Fairfax, Arlington, and Prince William Counties Virginia.
Intervise is a 32-year-old Federal Contractor that builds mission critical systems. Current board member at
Universities at Shady Grove UMD. I am passionate about leveraging Education to improve lives.

CARMEN ORTIZ LARSEN, FOUNDER, BIOETHIX
Ms. Larsen is the President of the Hispanic Chamber of Commerce in Montgomery County (HCCMC). She
founded AQUAS Inc. an award-winning Maryland technology and engineering small business in 1990. Ms.
Larsen has been recognized as a top minority business leader by the Washington Business Journal and the
State of Maryland, and she was inducted into the Montgomery County Business Hall of Fame. At HCCMC,
she advocates to promote better opportunities for women owned and minority owned small businesses,
with a focus on the Latino entrepreneurial community. Ms. Larsen also serves on the boards of the
Montgomery County Economic Development Corporation, Holy Cross Hospital, and the Affordable Housing
Conference of Montgomery County. She founded a bioethics information exchange forum and created a
case management system for clinical ethics for the Veterans Health Administration. Ms. Larsen is a certified
PMP and is certified in public transit safety and security. She attended the Tuck School of Business at
Dartmouth College and the Kellogg School of Management at Northwestern University. She holds a B.S.in
Physics from Georgetown University and studied International Law at American University.

BILL TOMPKINS, PRESIDENT & CEO, MONTGOMERY COUNTY ECONOMICS DEVELOPMENT CO
Bill Tompkins is the President and CEO of the Montgomery County Economic Development Corporation
(MCEDC), whose mission is to make Montgomery County one of the nation’s best, most diverse and
equitable places to be in business. He was previously EVP and COO of MCEDC. Bill has a deep
background in marketing, operations, and strategic planning. Prior to MCEDC, Bill ran a consulting practice
which advised companies on strategic business opportunities and brand transformation. He also is VP,
Advertising and Marketing at The Philadelphia Tribune. He made a strategic investment in The Tribune to
help ensure the long-term sustainability of Black media in the US. Bill was President & CEO of the National
Newspaper Publishers Association, which represents 200+ Black owned newspapers across the US.  Bill
joined Eastman Kodak as Chief Marketing Officer for the Entertainment Imaging Business unit and
VP/General Manager of the Motion Picture Film Group. Prior to Kodak, Bill spent 19 years at The
Washington Post, most recently as VP of Marketing. Bill’s Board work includes Mosaic Theater Company of
DC where he is Treasurer and the former Chair, Rockville Economic Development, Worksource Montgomery
and the Advisory Boards of the Universities at Shady Grove and Montgomery Moving Forward. Bill received
his MBA from the Harvard Business School and received his BA in Economics from Tufts University. 

KATHERINE HILL RITCHIE, SENIOR DIRECTOR VENTURE FUNDS, TEDCO
Katherine has 21 years of finance and investment experience, and is a frequent speaker at  investment
conferences world-wide. She spent 7 years in Geneva, Switzerland and founded Private Capital
Investments in 2009 to provide personalized and objective investment services for family offices beyond
typical brokers, bankers or wealth managers. Katherine’s work has expanded to include advising companies
and funds. Her current roles: Senior Director of Venture Funds at TEDCO, Director/ Board Member for
Nottingham Spirk Family Office, Investment Committee for University Impact, and Head of the Investment
Committee for Beyond Impact, Fund II. She is an Angel Investor, board member of Citrine Angels, and
focuses on female and diverse founders, sustainable blue and green technologies, and impact related
companies. Katherine’s non-profit board work includes: Chair ACG New York Family Office Committee,
ACG NY, Global Co-Chair The Guild, Philanthropy/Education Committees 100 Women in Finance, and
Fordham MBA Overseers Board.

https://www.tedcomd.com/
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Our Partners

NEXT powered by SHULMAN ROGERS
NEXT disrupts the legacy legal industry by offering a broad range of fixed fee solutions (stand-alone
products and annual legal plans) delivered by senior attorneys with valuable business expertise. NEXT
solves the problem that startup and emerging growth companies face when launching their business as well
as scaling: lack of access to predictable legal fees, seasoned attorneys, the latest technology and key
business services. We use cutting edge technology platforms to deliver real efficiencies, transparency and
a collaborative environment for clients, attorneys and investors. NEXT partners with its clients to de-risk
their business and get to the NEXT level, together reaching each milestone of success. NEXT is powered by
Shulman Rogers, a full-service law firm with nearly 100 attorneys offering superior services across a wide
range of practice areas. The firm also offers robust personal services such as residential closings and trust
and estate planning. Shulman Rogers has earned its reputation for providing quality representation,
business insight and client value, serving as a highly attractive alternative to larger, higher- priced firms and
smaller, less diverse firms. Learn more at ShulmanRogers.com. 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
The Montgomery County Economic Development Corporation (MCEDC) is the official public-private
economic development organization representing Montgomery County, Maryland. Created in 2016,
MCEDC is led by a Board of Directors of business executives. Its mission is to help businesses start, grow
and relocate in Montgomery County by helping them gain access to top talent, business and market
intelligence and prime locations. For more information, visit our website. Follow us on Twitter, Facebook
and LinkedIn.

THE UNIVERSITIES AT SHADY GROVE
The Universities at Shady Grove (USG) offers nearly 80 undergraduate and graduate degree programs from
nine Maryland public universities on one convenient campus in Montgomery County. USG helps prepare
students for rewarding careers in the region’s most high-demand fields. Students who successfully
complete their coursework on the USG campus graduate with a degree from one of its nine partner
universities. Through on-campus services such as academic coaching, career advising, internship
preparation, personal counseling, and leadership training, students leave the USG campus with the
academic skills and real-world experiences needed for successful careers.

TEDCO
TEDCO (Maryland Technology Development Corporation) has a series of venture capital funds that are an
independent instrumentality of the State of Maryland, established by the Maryland General Assembly in
1998, to facilitate the creation of businesses and support their growth in all regions of the State. TEDCO's
role is to be Maryland's leading source of funding for early-stage, technology-based businesses; to
provide other business assistance to entrepreneurs throughout the State; and to foster technology transfer
and commercialization from the State’s universities and Federal labs. TEDCO is leading innovation to
market in Maryland and contributing to a robust entrepreneurial ecosystem in the State through its various
programs and funds.

WORKSOURCE MONTGOMERY
WorkSource Montgomery (WSM) focuses on linking local and regional economic development and
workforce efforts in Montgomery County, Maryland. WSM develops a deep understanding of target and
emerging industry demands, creating sustainable workforce solutions that are tailored to the region. This
increases the ability of individuals to compete for higher-quality jobs and employers to compete within the
marketplace. WorkSource Montgomery addresses workforce development issues at the local, state, and
national levels. WSM catalyzes change in the community to build an effective workforce development
system by being a community facilitator and convener to identify issues and act collectively with partners
to address them. WSM acts as an intermediary/broker between the supply and demand sides of the
workforce system about current and future skill needs to ensure mutually beneficial relationships and
outcomes.
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ANITA GUPTA, FOUNDER, KIWITECH
Anita Gupta is Founder of KiwiTech, a global innovation ecosystem and innovation partner of choice for
startups, enterprises, and government authorities. Anita is a serial entrepreneur with a track record of
creating industry-changing innovations over the past three decades. Anita has been recognized as a Forbes
50 Over 50 honoree. She and her brothers, Rakesh and Neal, founded Aptara in 1989, where she drove the
professional publishing services division and led sales and marketing for the company. With Anita’s
leadership, Aptara became the largest publishing services company in the world, and was listed on the Inc
500 three years in a row. In 2009, Anita and her partners founded KiwiTech, which has created an ecosystem
for entrepreneurs to succeed by supporting their technology development and investment efforts. KiwiTech
is now partnering with, and invested in, over 500 startups. Anita is a frequent speaker, having presented at
CES, MyGlobalVillage, the US State Department, the Society of Physician Entrepreneurs, FICCI Big Data and
Analytics Conclave, and KiwiTech's Female Founder Demo Days. Anita will be hosting events and pitch
competitions at Cannes Next during Cannes Film Festival 2023 in partnership with MyGlobalVillage. Anita
holds a Bachelor’s degree from Marietta College in computer science, as well as a Masters in Public Policy
from The Kennedy School at Harvard University. as a Sloan Fellowship recipient.

AEG
AEG is a growing and profitable company that provides elite business advisors and midmarket CEOs
unprecedented business development and peer to peer networking opportunities through an ecosystem of
city- based communities. Deliberate culture and technology create deep personal relationships to drive fast
and efficient business referrals that accelerate business development and growth for these advisors and CEO
peer groups.

MARK HAAS, CEO, AEG 
Mark Haas is Co-founder and CEO of AEG (Association for Enterprise Growth), responsible for strategy,
operations, and expansion of its communities to 30 cities nationally. He was previously President of ROM a
strategy and operations management consulting firm, advising CEOs and boards to include leadership training
for Tanzanian energy executives, developing curricula to train consultants in 40 countries for an international
bank, crafting strategy and innovative business models for $120 million nonprofit, merging two scientific
associations, re-organizing a biomedical research agency, facilitating development of WWIV military strategy,
and of facilitating a global R&D strategy for the US Navy.

NFP
NFP is a leading insurance broker and consultant that cares deeply about our employees’ and clients’ well-
being. We’re honest, hardworking, dedicated professionals who love what we do and strive to lead by
example. But what truly defines us is that for us, business is personal. 
At the end of the day, our vision isn’t a financial metric or a top 10 list. It’s that when you hear “NFP,” you
think of a world-class company that’s authentic, genuine and real. One whose expertise and scale are only
matched by its passion for building lifelong personal relationships. 

RICHARD DIPIPPO, PARTNER, NFP
Rich DiPippo works with business owners, key executives, and families to help clarify their objectives and take
action. Rich believes in a holistic approach to planning and works with many local attorneys, CPAs, and wealth
management advisors to guide clients through the planning process. Rich is a 1979 graduate of The George
Washington University. Following graduation, he served as the Academic Coordinator for GWU athletics and as
an assistant baseball and wrestling coach.  Rich joined New York Life in 1985 as an agent and became a member
of the NYL Chairman’s Council, representing the top 1% of all agents his last 11 years with the company. He was
also chosen for the company’s Agents Advisory Council and served as the Chairman of the Life and Long-Term
Care Committee. In 1998, Rich formed RCD and Associates, a full-service insurance and planning firm. RCD then
merged with The Meltzer Group in 2008. Rich and his wife Molly reside in Silver Spring, Maryland, along with
their daughter Carmen. He is an active supporter of GWU athletics, and he enjoys golf, and coaching his
daughter’s basketball and softball teams. Rich has been a member of the Washington Wrestling Officials
Association since the early 90s, officiating county, regional, and state tournaments. 

https://www.tedcomd.com/
https://www.tedcomd.com/


NEW YORK LIFE 
At the heart of New York Life is a commitment to be there for our customers when they need us—whether
today or decades into the future. We have delivered on that promise for over 175 years by investing wisely,
growing a portfolio of strategic businesses, and remaining true to our mission as a mutual company,
accountable only to our customers, not to outside investors. For our customers, that means having the
confidence that comes with knowing they can build a better future for themselves and those they love.

ENTERPRISE TRANSFORMATION SOLUTIONS
INES LEBOW, FOUNDER AND  PRINCIPAL @ilebow1
Ines LeBow is the Founder and Principal Startup Consultant at Enterprise Transformation Solutions (ETS),
which advises entrepreneurs on how to position themselves for funding. Over the course of her 30+ years in
the industry, Ines has helped companies secure more than $800M in funding, led start-ups and turnarounds
for companies with up to $500M in revenue, managed 11 M&A transactions, and guided 9 companies to a
successful exit. With expertise spanning Operations, Executive Leadership, and Mentoring, Turnarounds,
Revenue implementation, Engineering, as well as Communications, Ines has helped many companies prepare
for VC and angel investment.

THE MARYLAND TECH COUNCIL VENTURE MENTORING PROGRAM
The Maryland Tech Council Venture Mentoring Program (MTC VMS) is one of the leading team mentoring
services available in the State of Maryland that is both highly sophisticated and results-driven. It exists to foster
an environment that encourages innovation, while expanding financial and business opportunities for tech,
cyber and life science start-ups. 
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