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Agenda
11:00 - 11:05 AM

VIRTUAL NETWORKING

11:15 - 12:00 PM

ROCKET PITCH SESSION
Companies will be introduced by:
- SARA CLASPER, Associate Attorney, NEXT powered by
Shulman Rogers
- DEBBIE CLINE, Founder and Chief of Customer Success,
Buzzy Rocket

12:00 - 12:30 PM

PRESENTING COMPANY BREAKOUT
ROOMS & VIRTUAL NETWORKING

11:05 - 11:15 AM

WELCOME & INTRODUCTIONS
- TIEN WONG, Founder and Host, CONNECTpreneur Community
- AVERY NORTH, Assitant Community Manager, CONNECTpreneur



 Ziab - Aron Rachamim

SunRay Scientific Inc. - Madhu Stemmermann

Kool Shades LLC - Mickey Loeb

 FindMyClinicalTrial Inc.- Killian Lozach

Sen-Jam Pharmaceutical - Christine Leonard

Think Now, Inc. - Greg Simpson

Presenting companies



speakers
TIEN WONG, CEO, OPUS8, INC. @tienwong
Tien is CEO of Opus8, an investment and advisory firm which helps technology companies and
alternative investment fund managers raise capital. He is also Chairman of Lumious, a leader in
corporate tech training and learning analytics, as well as Chairman of Lore Systems, a provider of
network engineering, cloud computing, and strategic IT consulting.
In 1991, Tien co-founded and served as CEO of CyberRep, Inc. until its acquisition in 2003 by Affiliated
Computer Services. CyberRep was one of the largest CRM outsourcing companies in the world with
over 2,300 employees and $80 million in revenue. Today, the CyberRep/ACS business unit is one of
the world’s largest call center operations, with nearly $3 billion in revenue as divisions of Xerox,
Conduent, and Continuum. CyberRep was ranked for 4 consecutive years in INC. Magazine’s “Inc.
500” as one of the fastest-growing companies in the USA. CyberRep was profitable for 11 straight
years and was backed by Allied Capital Corporation.
Tien is a recognized international expert in CRM, direct marketing, and BPO, having presented at
dozens of industry events around the world on CRM and BPO topics. He has provided industry
commentary on the ABC, Fox, NBC, CNBC, Maryland Public Television, and China’s CCTV networks, as
well as Time Magazine, The Washington Post, Inc. Magazine, and Success Magazine. He serves on
several boards including the Montgomery County (MD) Economic Development Corp., Center for
Innovation Technology GAP Fund’s Investment Advisory Board, Junior Achievement, and Refraction. He
was appointed by Governor Martin O'Malley to the 9-member Maryland Venture Fund Authority which
allocates and manages over $130 million of capital which is invested into top-tier venture funds and
startups. He is an Entrepreneur in Residence at Georgetown University’s McDonough School of
Business, and a graduate of Dartmouth College.

SKYLAR RALLISON, COMMUNITY MANAGER , CONNECTPRENEUR
Skylar Rallison is a dynamic professional who wears multiple hats as the Community Manager for
CONNECTpreneur and Business Analyst for Opus8. She graduated from The Marriott School of
Business at Brigham Young University with a degree in Entrepreneurial Management. She has many
years of experience in Business Management, Social Media Marketing/Management, Data Analytics,
Business Leadership, and Project Management. With a diverse skill set and a passion for facilitating
connections and driving business growth, Skylar thrives in the intersection of Community Management
and Strategic Analysis.
Skylar enjoys her current role at CONNECTpreneur, which hosts the world’s largest monthly investor
pitch events as well as 1/2-day Forums with upwards of 900 RSVPs, featuring VIP guests, speakers,
exciting presenting companies, and the best CXO to CXO networking on the East Coast. Skylar is
pivotal in fostering engagement and building relationships within the investor and entrepreneur
community. She creates inclusive digital spaces where members can share insights, collaborate on
opportunities, and build a supportive network. Her role includes but is not limited to, team
management, event coordination, project management, and marketing.
She also enjoys her current role as a business analyst at Opus8. Opus8 assists companies and fund
managers (private equity, VC, and hedge funds) raise private capital from family offices, UHNW
individuals, and institutions. Skylar leverages her analytical mindset and attention to detail to provide
valuable insights for Opus8. Through her meticulous analysis of investment opportunities and industry
research, Skylar helps drive informed decision-making, enabling Opus8 to curate high-quality events
that bring together investors and promising ventures.















partners
NEXT powered by SHULMAN ROGERS
NEXT disrupts the legacy legal industry by offering a broad range of fixed fee solutions (stand-alone products
and annual legal plans) delivered by senior attorneys with valuable business expertise. NEXT solves the problem
that startup and emerging growth companies face when launching their business as well as scaling: lack of
access to predictable legal fees, seasoned attorneys, the latest technology and key business services. We use
cutting edge technology platforms to deliver real efficiencies, transparency and a collaborative environment
for clients, attorneys and investors. NEXT partners with its clients to de-risk their business and get to the NEXT
level, together  reaching each milestone of success.  NEXT is powered by Shulman Rogers, a full-service law
firm with nearly 100 attorneys offering superior service across a wide range of practice areas. The firm also
offers robust personal services such as residential closings and trust and estate planning. Shulman Rogers has
earned its reputation for providing quality representation, business insight and client value, serving as a highly
attractive alternative to larger, higher-priced firms and smaller, less diverse firms. Learn more at
ShulmanRogers.com.

ANTHONY MILLIN, NEXT CHAIR & PARTNER, SHULMAN, ROGERS
Anthony Millin is the Chair of NEXT and a trusted legal and business advisor to startup, early-stage, and
emerging growth companies. As a corporate and securities attorney, a successful serial entrepreneur, and a
venture capitalist, Anthony brings a unique legal and business perspective to advising his clients. Anthony
understands firsthand what it takes to start, scale and manage a company, to successfully prepare for and run
a fund-raising process, and to address the legal issues faced by a startup. Another specialized skill set Anthony
brings to the table is his China-based experience, assisting early-stage and middle-market companies
interested in conducting business in China or seeking direct foreign investment from China. Anthony also serves
as a Venture Partner at Urban Us, a seed-stage VC firm. Contact Anthony at amillin@shulmanrogers.com.

AEG @enterprisegrowth
AEG is a values-based membership organization that creates personal and business growth through trusted
relationships. As a “Time Machine” for business leaders, AEG accelerates trust and facilitates peer relationships
to drive business development and personal growth. We connect three communities of midmarket CEOs, elite
business advisors, and regional centers of influence. Through regular programs, education and community
facilitation, AEG cultivates deep personal and business relationships, enabling fast, impactful connections,
collaboration, and personal and business referrals.

MARK HAAS, CEO, AEG @MarkHaas
Mark Haas is Co-founder and CEO of AEG (Association for Enterprise Growth), responsible for strategy,
operations, and expansion of its communities to 30 cities nationally. He was previously President of ROM a
strategy and operations management consulting firm, advising CEOs and boards to include leadership training
for Tanzanian energy executives, developing curricula to train consultants in 40 countries for an international
bank, crafting strategy and innovative business models for $120 million nonprofit, merging two scientific
associations, re-organizing a biomedical research agency, facilitating development of WWIV military strategy,
and of facilitating a global R&D strategy for the US Navy.

MODUS CREATE @ModusCreate
We built our company with an ethos of open source, recruiting and retaining the best individual contributors,
regardless of location. We are thought leaders who share what we learn and help steer the direction of our open
source communities of practice.
We’re not just dreamers or doers; we’re partners and teachers. We help you instill a culture of learning,
innovation, and unlocked potential throughout your organization.
In short, we help you transform your products, platforms, and processes to facilitate organisation-wide digital
transformation.

mailto:amillin@shulmanrogers.com
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PAT SHERIDAN, CO-FOUNDER & MANAGING PARTNER, MODUS CREATE 
Pat is focused on the intersection of design, technology, and business. He saw the need for a high-end
product consulting firm built with open-source team design and the concept for Modus was born. Pat helps
clients see new ways to tackle challenges with emerging technology and brings his unmatched passion to work
every day. As a serial entrepreneur and active startup mentor, he’s a co-organizer of NoVa.JS and NYC.JS. He
is a 2011 graduate of Mind Share, received his MBA from Georgetown University, where he is currently an
Entrepreneur-in-Residence, and holds a BFA from the Corcoran College of Art and Design, where he currently
serves as an advisory council member for the George Washington University Columbian College of Arts and
Sciences.

REFRACTION @refractionpt
Refraction is a leading nonprofit innovation hub in Northern Virginia, that provides mentoring, programs, and
office space for startups and high-growth companies to help create jobs in the greater Washington region. In
five years, more than 300 member companies have collectively raised over $350 million in capital. Refraction’s
partners include Amazon, Cox, Dominion Energy, MITRE, Fairfax County, Arlington County, Loudoun County,
Virginia Innovation Partnership Corporation, and Virginia Tech.

DINGMAN CENTER FOR ENTREPRENEURSHIP, UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND @UMD_Dingman
The Dingman Center for Entrepreneurship is a top-tier entrepreneurial institute recognized around the world as
a leader in enterprise creation. The Dingman Center is continuously pushing the boundaries of teaching and
learning with its focus on practical entrepreneurship, global innovation, and international classroom
experiences. The Center promotes opportunities that provide maximum resources to start-up businesses in
terms of ideation, execution, and financing; and that support its mission to take entrepreneurs “from the back
of a napkin to the first $1 million in financing.” 

KEIRETSU FORUM @KeiretsuAngels
Keiretsu Forum is a global investment community of accredited private equity angel investors, venture
capitalists, and corporate/institutional investors. Keiretsu Forum was founded in the San Francisco East Bay in
California in 2000 by Randy Williams. Keiretsu Forum is a worldwide network of capital, resources, and deal
flow with 53 chapters on 3 continents. Keiretsu Forum members invest in high-quality, diverse investment
opportunities.

FITCI – FREDERICK INNOVATIVE TECHNOLOGY CENTER, INC @FITCInc
The Frederick Innovative Technology Center, Inc. (FITCI) is a business incubator and accelerator designed to
cultivate entrepreneurship in Frederick, Maryland. FITCI specializes in the strategic business support of local
entrepreneurs in the early stages of mostly science and technology-based businesses: Biotechnology,
Information Technology, Renewable Energy, and Cyber Security. FITCI currently has two locations in Fredrick,
MD, and 52 client companies.

THE BALTIMORE ANGELS @baltimoreangels
The Baltimore Angels is an angel investor group based in Baltimore, MD. Founded in 2009, its mission is to
invest profitably in the regional entrepreneurial ecosystem and advance early-stage innovators to the next
stage of capital formation. Its vision is to be the most trusted resource for angel capital investment and
entrepreneurial mentorship in the Greater Baltimore region. A new generation of angel investing comes to
Baltimore. If you are a tech entrepreneur or community-minded investor, please be in touch with Baltimore
Angels. This is not your father’s (or your uncle’s) investment group. 

https://www.tedcomd.com/
https://www.tedcomd.com/
https://www.tedcomd.com/
https://www.tedcomd.com/
https://www.tedcomd.com/


MARYLAND TECH COUNCIL VENTURE MENTORING SERVICES
The Maryland Tech Council Venture Mentoring Services (MTC VMS) program is one of the leading team
mentoring services available in the state of Maryland that is both highly sophisticated and results-driven. It
exists to foster an environment that encourages innovation while expanding financial and business
opportunities for tech, cyber, and life science start-ups. The MTC VMS Program provides free team-based
mentoring services to qualified Maryland-based tech and life science venture CEOs who are accepted into
the program. Since the MTC VMS program began, more than 75 ventures have enrolled & $100MM has been
raised in capital & grants. 
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STARTUP GRIND-COLUMBIA, MD @StartupGrindDC
Startup Grind-Columbia, mid-Maryland Chapter is part of the largest global community for innovation,
entrepreneurship, and the startup community. We're actively educating, inspiring, and connecting more than
2MM+entrepreneurs, 600+ cities, and 130+ countries. We nurture startup ecosystems through mentorship,
advisory services, education, inspiration, access to capital, and most importantly, connecting members with
the resources we need to have the best opportunity to grow phenomenally successful ventures.

GEORGETOWN ENTREPRENEURSHIP INITIATIVE
Entrepreneurship is one of the world’s most powerful forces for positive change. Georgetown
Entrepreneurship seeks to instill an entrepreneurial mindset in students, foster an entrepreneurial culture
across the university, support the successful growth of alumni ventures, and leverage the power of
entrepreneurship to make an impact in the world beyond Georgetown.

ANGELS + LIFE.SCI INVESTORS
Formed in 1996, the Angels + Life.Sci Investors Network is organized under NJAngels.net. We are a manager-
led, loosely organized network of investors and accredited Angels, Coaches, and Experts who Sponsor world-
class Entrepreneurs. Our colleagues have deep experience and technical domain expertise in all of the life
sciences disciplines in which we are involved, including nanobio tools, materials, and devices: tele-
diagnostics, augmented healthcare & remote patient monitoring, automation and robotics, & advanced
chemistry for drug discovery.

JEFF REID, FOUNDING DIRECTOR, GEORGETOWN ENTREPRENEURSHIP INITIATIVE, GEORGETOWN
UNIVERSITY’S MCDONOUGH SCHOOL OF BUSINESS @Hoyapreneur
Jeff Reid is the Founding Director of the Georgetown Entrepreneurship Initiative and Professor of the Practice
of Entrepreneurship at Georgetown University’s McDonough School of Business. Reid is a catalyst for
entrepreneurship and a well-known leader in entrepreneurship education. In 2009, Reid launched the
Georgetown Entrepreneurship Initiative to catalyze entrepreneurial thinking and activities across Georgetown
University and impact the growing DMV startup community.

RYAN & WETMORE, P.C. @RyanWetmorePC
Ryan & Wetmore is a full-service accounting and management consulting firm, servicing the Northeast/ Mid-
Atlantic region since 1988. What makes us different from other accounting firms is our proactive approach. We
work hard to earn our clients’ confidence by encouraging open communication year-round. This approach has
enabled us to help clients become more efficient, more competitive, and more profitable. Through our
numerous management engagements, we have become trusted, unbiased advisors.



PETE RYAN, CO-FOUNDER & PARTNER, RYAN & WETMORE 
Pete co-founded Ryan & Wetmore in 1988, a 3 office, 35-person firm serving the Mid-Atlantic region. He
currently works with clients to address tax, audit, and accounting issues. He also has significant experience in
international tax matters and business consulting services. His expertise extends to Healthcare organizations,
Construction and Real Estate, Government contractors, Technology, Manufacturing, and High Net Worth
Individuals. Pete has served on the Board of Directors for several organizations. He is an active member of the
Healthcare Advisors Association, the Real Estate and Construction Association, the CPA Manufacturing
Services Association, the Virginia Transportation Construction Alliance, and the Construction Financial
Management Association.

ENTERPRISE TRANSFORMATION SOLUTIONS
INES LEBOW, FOUNDER AND PRINCIPAL @ilebow1
Ines LeBow is the Founder and Principal Startup Consultant at Enterprise Transformation Solutions (ETS),
which advises entrepreneurs on how to position themselves for funding. Over the course of her 30+ years in
the industry, Ines has helped companies secure more than $800M in funding, led start-ups and turnarounds
for companies with up to $500M in revenue, managed 11 M&A transactions, and guided 9 companies to a
successful exit. With expertise spanning Operations, Executive Leadership, and Mentoring, Turnarounds,
Revenue implementation, Engineering, as well as Communications, Ines has helped many companies prepare
for VC and angel investment.
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INES LEBOW
CEO

Enterprise Transformation
Solutions

MALI PHONPADITH
CEO

SOAR Community
Network

JACKIE LUO
Founder

BAM Advisory

EVAN SHUBIN
Pres. and Founder

Results.now, Inc. and
Candlelight Partners

MARISSA LEVIN
CEO

Successful Culture
International

JET LU
Customer Solutions

Amazon Web Services

MICHAEL RIEMER
CEO & Board Member

Vocinity

LAURA HILL
Chief of Staff

Bentley

JOHN MORGAN
General Partner
Morgan Global

MICHELLE MILLER
Founder

MRM Consulting

Thank you to
our prep team

MICHAEL HANSON
Consultant

Optimum Dynamics LLC
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want to present or sponsor
at our virtual events?

Email Skylar Rallison at
srallison@opus8.com
for more information

2025 Virtual Calendar

June 26 July 31

Aug 28 Sept 25 Oct 30
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COnnect with us!
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Register for our
upcoming events

View the
RSVPs Here

In-Person Event
June 12, 2025

Tysons, VA

Life Sciences
Investor Reception

June 16, 2025
Boston, MA

Virtual Event

June 26, 2025
Online via Zoom

https://bicpjune2025.eventbrite.com/
https://investorreception2025.eventbrite.com/
https://investorreception2025.eventbrite.com/
https://rocketjune2025.eventbrite.com/

