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WELCOME & INTRODUCTIONS
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ARC Medical - Chris Springate

Auctus Surgical - John Ashley

P-Labs.ai - Erez Tsur

i-Lumen Scientific, Inc. - John VeLure

Peptinovo - Steve Tokarz

OnGo Energy - Ashu Jain

SurgiBox - Kelly Laurel

ReEngage Therapeutics - Thomas Kim

Swiftsure - Deanne McCarthy

Presenting companies



speakers
TIEN WONG, CEO, OPUS8, INC. @tienwong
Tien is CEO of Opus8, an investment and advisory firm which helps technology companies and
alternative investment fund managers raise capital. He is also Chairman of Lumious, a leader in
corporate tech training and learning analytics, as well as Chairman of Lore Systems, a provider of
network engineering, cloud computing, and strategic IT consulting.
In 1991, Tien co-founded and served as CEO of CyberRep, Inc. until its acquisition in 2003 by Affiliated
Computer Services. CyberRep was one of the largest CRM outsourcing companies in the world with
over 2,300 employees and $80 million in revenue. Today, the CyberRep/ACS business unit is one of
the world’s largest call center operations, with nearly $3 billion in revenue as divisions of Xerox,
Conduent, and Continuum. CyberRep was ranked for 4 consecutive years in INC. Magazine’s “Inc.
500” as one of the fastest-growing companies in the USA. CyberRep was profitable for 11 straight
years and was backed by Allied Capital Corporation.
Tien is a recognized international expert in CRM, direct marketing, and BPO, having presented at
dozens of industry events around the world on CRM and BPO topics. He has provided industry
commentary on the ABC, Fox, NBC, CNBC, Maryland Public Television, and China’s CCTV networks, as
well as Time Magazine, The Washington Post, Inc. Magazine, and Success Magazine. He serves on
several boards including the Montgomery County (MD) Economic Development Corp., Center for
Innovation Technology GAP Fund’s Investment Advisory Board, Junior Achievement, and Refraction. He
was appointed by Governor Martin O'Malley to the 9-member Maryland Venture Fund Authority which
allocates and manages over $130 million of capital which is invested into top-tier venture funds and
startups. He is an Entrepreneur in Residence at Georgetown University’s McDonough School of
Business, and a graduate of Dartmouth College.

SKYLAR RALLISON, COMMUNITY MANAGER , CONNECTPRENEUR
Skylar Rallison is a dynamic professional who wears multiple hats as the Community Manager for
CONNECTpreneur and Business Analyst for Opus8. She graduated from The Marriott School of
Business at Brigham Young University with a degree in Entrepreneurial Management. She has many
years of experience in Business Management, Social Media Marketing/Management, Data Analytics,
Business Leadership, and Project Management. With a diverse skill set and a passion for facilitating
connections and driving business growth, Skylar thrives in the intersection of Community Management
and Strategic Analysis.
Skylar enjoys her current role at CONNECTpreneur, which hosts the world’s largest monthly investor
pitch events as well as 1/2-day Forums with upwards of 900 RSVPs, featuring VIP guests, speakers,
exciting presenting companies, and the best CXO to CXO networking on the East Coast. Skylar is
pivotal in fostering engagement and building relationships within the investor and entrepreneur
community. She creates inclusive digital spaces where members can share insights, collaborate on
opportunities, and build a supportive network. Her role includes but is not limited to, team
management, event coordination, project management, and marketing.
She also enjoys her current role as a business analyst at Opus8. Opus8 assists companies and fund
managers (private equity, VC, and hedge funds) raise private capital from family offices, UHNW
individuals, and institutions. Skylar leverages her analytical mindset and attention to detail to provide
valuable insights for Opus8. Through her meticulous analysis of investment opportunities and industry
research, Skylar helps drive informed decision-making, enabling Opus8 to curate high-quality events
that bring together investors and promising ventures.





 
     

Empowering pediatric surgeons to solve children’s scoliosis. 
 

Contact information 
John Ashley, CEO, 
John@auctusortho.com 
650-302-4380 
 
Pre-clinical stage 
Finalizing tech for clinical trials   
 
Funding to Date  
$1.3M (friends & family, grants) 
 
Leadership 
John Ashley, CEO, 30 years of 
experience in the medical 
technology industry / 25 years 
in early stage through 
commercialization start-ups / 2 
IPOs / 7 total M&A events 
 
Murali Kadaba, Ph.D. CSO, 30 
years of experience in 
orthopedic and spinal 
technologies at Fortune 500s 
and start-ups  
 
Damien Shulock, VP R&D, 20 
years of experience in 
implantable device development 
 
Dillion Kwait, S R&D Eng., 
Inventor of magnetically driven 
technologies at UCSF 
 
Outside Board Member 
Tom Afzal                   
ACTIVAS Orthopedics, CEO 
 
Scientific Advisor Board 
Steven Wang, M.D. 
Shriners Hospital 
 
Mohammad Diab, M.D. 
USCF 
 
Harsh Grewal, M.D. 
Drexel University 
 
Daniel Hoernschmeyer, M.D. 
Missouri University 
  
Neel Anand, M.D. 
Cedar-Sinai Medical Center 
 
Dennis Crandall, M.D. 
University of Arizona School of 
Medicine 
 
Stephen Hochschuler, M.D. 
Co-founder Texas Back Institute 

Auctus Surgical is commercializing a novel dynamic vertebral body 
tethering system to treat pediatric scoliosis with an adjustable non-
fusion approach. The Auctus system is designed from the ground up 
to address this important minimally-invasive treatment option for 
adolescents who otherwise would be facing complex fusion surgery. 
The system allows both freedom of movement and growth of the 
child’s spine after surgery.  Most importantly, the surgeon can adjust 
the tension on the implanted device non-invasively in their office at 
any time so that it can grow with the child. 
 
This novel therapy has been developed by an accomplished team of 
business professionals with several successful exits ($1.75B in total 
investor returns) and extensive experience with start-up medical 
device development in this market sector including previously 
commercializing an expandable interbody fusion cage which was 
acquired by Stryker after 2 rounds of funding at 16X multiple. Patents 
with broad claims covering the adjustable tether method and devices 
have been issued around the world, and a comprehensive 
international portfolio of related additional claims are being 
prosecuted.  
  
The beachhead market for Auctus’s system is skeletally immature 
patients that require surgical treatment to obtain and maintain 
correction of progressive idiopathic scoliosis, with a major Cobb 
angle of 30 to 65 degrees. This represents a $750M market in the US 
alone. This innovative technology has broad utility applicable beyond 
this beachhead into which Auctus will expand after initial product 
success. The overall global market opportunity for the company is 
over $6B/yr for just the pediatric indications ( + an additional $10B 
for adult indications). 
 
We are currently raising $3M to complete bench and pre-clinical 
testing, obtain an IDE approval from the FDA to start clinical trials, 
and fund the company through the end of 2026.   

 

mailto:John@auctusortho.com


   
 
VALUE PROPOSITION: 
 

Restoring Vision, Not Just Managing Disease: 50% of patients improve 
vision by 10+ letters within 90-days. 
 

Huge Market Opportunity: 200.0 Million are afflicted with Dry-AMD and 
projected market value of $68.5 Billion by 2029. 
 

Derisked Investment Opportunity: Backed by US feasibility study and well-
positioned for FDA clearance in 2028 
 

Ophthalmology Exit Potential: Comparable transactions (Alcon acquiring 
LumiThera for $850.0M) would yield >12x return in mid-2028 for investors. 
 
Company Background: Ophthalmology company with device-based therapy to 
improve vision in 200.0M people with Dry Age-related Macular Degeneration.  
                                                                   
Leadership Team: Senior Management team has led FDA clearance for 16 Class 
II and III technologies and held leadership roles in 5 companies that have been 
acquired and delivered $850.0 million in shareholder value. 
 
Scientific/Medical Consultants: Dr. Sophie Bakri, Chair of Ophthalmology at the 
Mayo Clinic, Prof. Tim Cackson, Head of Retinal Research at King's College UK, 
and Dr. Jason Slackter, Vitreous Retina Macula Consultants of New York, and 
Robert Warner (Former President of the Americas, Alcon). 
 
Products/Services: Retina Bio-Stimulation is low level electrical pulses 
delivered through an electrode placed on the eyelid to improve cellular structure 
and function of key Retinal cells to improve vision and slow disease progression.  
 
Technologies/Special Know-How: i-Lumen’s proprietary dual waveform 
algorithm generates unprecedented vision improvement – Studies demonstrates that 
50% of patients improve vision by 10+ letters within 90-days of initial treatment.   
 
Market: The US market opportunity is valued at US$86.5 Billion by 2029. 
AMD is the leading cause of blindness in those over age 60 and it affects 1 in 4 
people. Globally, more than 200.0 million have AMD.   
 
Distribution Channels: i-Lumen’s highly scalable business model represents 
an incremental revenue stream for Ophthalmology offices. Medicare 
reimbursement for daily treatments is projected to be between $1,000 to 
$1,400. Coupled with clinical results, physician reimbursement will drive 
adoption and utilization. 
 

i-Lumen will leverage a Lasic vision correction surgery revenue model – ‘pay 
per click model’. The device system is capital equipment and has a gross 
margin of 90%.        
 
Competition: The treatment solutions available today, including Syfovre (Apellis) 
and Izervay (Astellas), which only slow the progress of the disease while vision 
loss continues. LumiThara delivers light therapy to the eye but their therapeutic 
only stabilizes vision – it’s inferior to i-Lumen’s therapy which improves vision. 
 
Exit Strategy: Alcon acquired LumiThera (pre-revenue) for $850.0 Million. A 
similar transaction for i-Lumen would yield a 12-15x investor return. i-Lumen has 
initiated conversations with leading strategics (Glaukos, Johnson&Johnson, Carl 
Zeiss, and Bausch+Lomb) and there is a significant level of interest in acquiring i-
Lumen’s technology following the availability of Pivotal Study data (early to mid-
2028). 
 

Quick Facts 
 

Company Name: 
i-Lumen Scientific, Inc. 
 

Contact: 
John VeLure (CEO/President) 
 

Address: 
3800 American Blvd. West 
Ste. 1500 
Bloomington, MN 55431 
 

Phone: 952-240-6023 
Email: jvelure@i-lumen.com 
Website: www.i-lumen.com 
 

Industry: Ophthalmology  
 

Domain: Medical Device 
 

Bank: Minnesota Bank & Trust 
 

Law Firm: Fox Rothschild  
 

Patent Estate:  
Fox & Rothschild  
29 US Patents, 3 CN Patent, 3 EU 
Patent, 2 AU Patent 
 

Auditor: Baker Tilly US, LLP 
 

Number of Employees: Ten (10) 
 

Leadership Team:  
John VeLure (CEO/President) 
Meredith Mundy (Research) 
Tracey Henry (Regulatory) 
Thu-Ha Duncan (Manufacturing) 
 

Amount of Financing Sought: 
$16.0 M / $35.0 M Series B Round  
 

Current Investors: 
Bios Partners, MedFocus, and  
Alafi Capital   
 

Use of Funds: Pivotal Study and 
FDA Market Clearance 
 

Deal Terms: 
Series B Funding Round  
Convertible Preferred Stock 
8.0% Cumulative Dividend  
Liquidation Preferences 
Anti-Dilution Provision 
Share price: US$1.35 
 

Valuation:  
Pre-money: US$31.5 Million 
Post-money: US$69.3 Million 
 

Participation Options:  
Direct Investment: US$500K min. 
Bios SPV: US$50K min. 
 
 
 
 



Instant Energy.
Anytime. Anywhere.

Vision: To become a brand recognized for speed and convenience that ultimately enables
the consumer to save time, money, and increase productivity.

‖ Energy drinks  Energy shots   Energy spray
‖ 3x faster absorption; no refrigeration, preparation, or stops to purchase

‖ Reduces “desire to effect” cycle from 40-minute to under 5 minutes

‖ One Bottle saves 15 stops to purchase, boosting productivity and safety.

‖ Sugar-free, gluten-free, natural caffeine| Meets DSHEA 
compliance/protocol 

‖ Founded by Hall of Fame athlete and endorsed by Olympians

‖ Perfect for Athletes, Gamers, Students, Drivers, busy professionals.

‖ Most efficient energy supplement in the world.

Biggest evolution in functional energy since 5 Hour Energy.

‖ Strong intellectual property 
‖ (utility and design patents)

‖ Fastest acting energy supplement in a Massive 
Addressable Market Size ($16B)

‖ Awareness coming into category and format

‖ Under DD for retail test with fortune 500 
company

‖ Under finalization for Season 2 of reality TV 
show with huge visibility

‖ Initiating Direct to retail campaign with strong 
sales team

‖ Army of influencers being assembled

‖ SEED Round

‖ S.A.F.E note:

‖ 20% discount, $5M post money cap

‖ Includes futures product lines of OnGo

‖ Minimum investment: $50,000 per party

‖ Total Target Raise: $1.1M

‖ Initial Seed round closing Sept 30th.

Smartkid Nutraceuticals, LLC.  
125 Half Mile Road. Ste 200. Red Bank, NJ 07701

Ashu Jain: aj@ongoenergy.com  732-925-2195

Its GO time!

Why OnGo Deal Terms







Executive Summary

• Strong Leadership and Collaborations
• Cofounders: Thomas Kim, CEO; Dr. Philipp Mews, Assist Prof Boston Univ; 

and Dr. Eyal Gottlieb, VP Research MD Anderson
• Experienced biotech executives:  Matt Handel, COO, and Ildiko Csiki, CMO
• Sponsored Research Agreement with MD Anderson, PI Dr. Eyal Gottlieb 

collaborating with Dr. Scott Kopetz
• Selected to 2025 cohort at TMCi Accelerator for Cancer Therapies

• ACSS2i MTB-9655 combined with chemo for metastatic colorectal cancer
• Colorectal cancer top 3 forms of cancer; 1.9 million globally affected; 

recurrent cancer forms chemo-resistance 
• MTB-9655 showed safety in phase 1 clinical study; showed synergy with 

chemo in mouse models
• Validated DNA damage repair MOA for resensitizing mCRC to chemo
• MTB-9655 plus chemo enhanced median survival in mouse-mCRC PDX 

model over chemo alone by 50%
• Funding and Clinical Development Strategies

• Submitted 2 SBIR Phase 1 grants totaling $600K, and plan to submit in 
2026 CPRIT (Texas) grant totaling $15MM

• Developing MTB-9655 + chemo as 3rd line mCRC treatment in a 72 patient 
phase 1b/2a study in 2027

• Expand combination treatment in other solid tumors, incl ovarian, breast, 
and pancreatic

• Estimated valuation of a successful phase 2 CRC company about $300MM 
plus after 3 years

Seeking $7MM Seed to Accelerate and Complete 
colorectal cancer phase 1b human study



SURGIBOX INC:   SAFE SURGERY ANY TIME, ANY PLACE 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

An estimated 18 million people die annually from conditions that safe surgery could address.  Safe, 
timely surgical intervention is the deciding factor between recovery, mortality, or long-term disability. 
Lack of safe surgery generates a Gross Domestic Product loss of $12.3 trillion from lost annual 
productivity. 

SurgiBox addresses a $39B USD market by directly offering a solution to the above problem 
by dramatically reducing the upfront cost and geographic barriers to surgery while offering 
excellent safety standards. Our patented technology is an ultraportable sterile environment that 
improves the safety of surgeries any time, any place, by: 

a) reducing exposure of surgeons to patient bodily fluids 

b) protecting patients from the surrounding environment 

In austere conditions, it makes safe surgeries possible where there are no existing facilities. 
Within hospitals, our solution increases operational throughput and decreases cost. Currently, surgical 
care relies upon consistent availability of three resources: 1) functional equipment and materials 2) 
appropriate facility space and 3) medical staff. Given the challenges of disseminating these resources 
consistently, surgical care is extremely limited in many austere settings. Even when in higher-resource 
settings, high costs and low throughput can present barriers to accessing safe surgery. Operating room 
facilities can cost up to $60 USD per minute, and capacity limits of operating rooms can mean that 
surgeries take up to 365 days to schedule.  Many countries globally are focused on solutions for 
reducing patient waiting times. 

High equipment and facility costs are driven in part by maintaining the sterility of the entire operating 
room throughout the surgical procedure, regardless of the number of personnel and activity. This 
requires every surgical team member to wear extensive personal protective equipment, while 
sophisticated ventilation systems continuously run filtered air. When sterile environments are available 
in austere settings, semi-portable laminar airflow systems or operating suites mounted in vehicles and 
temporary buildings are the status quo. By contrast, the critical surgical site - the area of the body that is 
open and vulnerable to contamination - is never more than a few square feet. 

Our product, the SurgiField system, addresses the limitations of these existing solutions by eliminating 
high upfront and maintenance costs, providing multi-layered protection, and offering greater freedom 
from external dependencies such as electricity. SurgiField also alleviates throughput bottlenecks by 
transforming any room into an operating room. This is done by introducing a revolutionary shift to the 
existing paradigm: safe surgery means protecting the surgical site, not protecting an entire room. 
This perspective leapfrogs big infrastructural limitations and opens up new opportunities for 
providing safe surgery. 

With the EU’s CE Mark (under MDR) regulatory approval secured, SurgiBox is now ready for global 
market expansion.   SurgiBox Inc delivers a clean, safe solution, on the battlefield, after a disaster or 
crisis, at the point of injury, or anywhere you need increased surgical capacity! 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   Rinse Away the Risk 

 
SwishKitTM: 

• The first and only device to rinse 
the mouths of dependent and 
mechanically ventilated patients.  

• Single patient use disposable 
• FDA Class II 510k exempt 
• Easy to use – minimal training 

 
Status: 

• Product commercialized 
• Strong patent protection  
• First sales pending 
• Listed on Federal Supply Schedule 

 
Market Potential: 

• $1.95B U.S Market 
ICU/Acute/Subacute Care 

 
Raising $0.5M Seed Extension 

• Full market launch 
• Publish post market data to 

support value proposition 
• Demonstrate revenue growth over 

the next 6 quarters. 
 

Funding History: 
• Pre-seed: $700K USD Convertible 

Notes (Sept 2021) 
• Non-dilutive: $741K USD 
• Seed: $2.2M USD Convertible 

Notes (April 2023) 
 

Investment Highlights: 
• Large accessible market with 

broad product roadmap. 
• Commercialized product 
• Profitable single-use product 
• Experienced, capital efficient team 

with the ability to execute rapidly 
 

Contact: 
Deanne McCarthy, Founder & CEO  
709-640-0784 
dmccarthy@swiftsure.com  
www.swiftsure.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Background: 
Oral hygiene is associated with pneumonia prevention in 
hospitalized patients. Oral care is especially important for 
tube fed patients on life support because their mouths lose the 
ability to self-clean, due to a decline in saliva production. Oral cleaning 
protocols for this patient subset involve brushing, wiping, and suctioning 
the oral cavity. Patients who lack the ability to independently swish and 
spit develop a sticky white visible paste and biofilm in their oral cavities, 
thick discolored mucous, and visibly poor oral health. This puts patients 
at risk for infection and increases healthcare costs. 

 
SwishKit Solution: 
Swiftsure’s SwishKit enables fast and effective oral rinsing and suctioning 
for dependent and mechanically ventilated patients. It quickly and easily 
rinses all areas in the oral cavity quickly and is easy to use. The SwishKit 
rinses areas of the oral cavity that previously be reached or visualized in 
the mouth and is designed to remove bacteria and debris that would be 
left behind with conventional cleaning methods. It is designed to reduce 
bacteria load, improve patient outcomes, and provide substantial cost 
avoidance for hospitals.  
 

US Serviceable Obtainable Market: $1.95B 

 
The Company: 

SwishKit is Class II 510k exempt and is registered with the FDA. Swiftsure 
has completed two clinical studies at the Cleveland Clinic and is now in 
limited market release of SwishKit in the US.  

mailto:dmccarthy@swiftsure.com
http://www.swiftsure.com/


partners
NEXT powered by SHULMAN ROGERS
NEXT disrupts the legacy legal industry by offering a broad range of fixed fee solutions (stand-alone products
and annual legal plans) delivered by senior attorneys with valuable business expertise. NEXT solves the problem
that startup and emerging growth companies face when launching their business as well as scaling: lack of
access to predictable legal fees, seasoned attorneys, the latest technology and key business services. We use
cutting edge technology platforms to deliver real efficiencies, transparency and a collaborative environment
for clients, attorneys and investors. NEXT partners with its clients to de-risk their business and get to the NEXT
level, together  reaching each milestone of success.  NEXT is powered by Shulman Rogers, a full-service law
firm with nearly 100 attorneys offering superior service across a wide range of practice areas. The firm also
offers robust personal services such as residential closings and trust and estate planning. Shulman Rogers has
earned its reputation for providing quality representation, business insight and client value, serving as a highly
attractive alternative to larger, higher-priced firms and smaller, less diverse firms. Learn more at
ShulmanRogers.com.

ANTHONY MILLIN, NEXT CHAIR & PARTNER, SHULMAN, ROGERS
Anthony Millin is the Chair of NEXT and a trusted legal and business advisor to startup, early-stage, and
emerging growth companies. As a corporate and securities attorney, a successful serial entrepreneur, and a
venture capitalist, Anthony brings a unique legal and business perspective to advising his clients. Anthony
understands firsthand what it takes to start, scale and manage a company, to successfully prepare for and run
a fund-raising process, and to address the legal issues faced by a startup. Another specialized skill set Anthony
brings to the table is his China-based experience, assisting early-stage and middle-market companies
interested in conducting business in China or seeking direct foreign investment from China. Anthony also serves
as a Venture Partner at Urban Us, a seed-stage VC firm. Contact Anthony at amillin@shulmanrogers.com.

REFRACTION @refractionpt
Refraction is a leading nonprofit innovation hub in Northern Virginia, that provides mentoring, programs, and
office space for startups and high-growth companies to help create jobs in the greater Washington region. In
five years, more than 300 member companies have collectively raised over $350 million in capital. Refraction’s
partners include Amazon, Cox, Dominion Energy, MITRE, Fairfax County, Arlington County, Loudoun County,
Virginia Innovation Partnership Corporation, and Virginia Tech.

DINGMAN CENTER FOR ENTREPRENEURSHIP, UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND @UMD_Dingman
The Dingman Center for Entrepreneurship is a top-tier entrepreneurial institute recognized around the world as
a leader in enterprise creation. The Dingman Center is continuously pushing the boundaries of teaching and
learning with its focus on practical entrepreneurship, global innovation, and international classroom
experiences. The Center promotes opportunities that provide maximum resources to start-up businesses in
terms of ideation, execution, and financing; and that support its mission to take entrepreneurs “from the back
of a napkin to the first $1 million in financing.” 

KEIRETSU FORUM @KeiretsuAngels
Keiretsu Forum is a global investment community of accredited private equity angel investors, venture
capitalists, and corporate/institutional investors. Keiretsu Forum was founded in the San Francisco East Bay in
California in 2000 by Randy Williams. Keiretsu Forum is a worldwide network of capital, resources, and deal
flow with 53 chapters on 3 continents. Keiretsu Forum members invest in high-quality, diverse investment
opportunities.

mailto:amillin@shulmanrogers.com
https://www.tedcomd.com/
https://www.tedcomd.com/
https://www.tedcomd.com/
https://www.tedcomd.com/
https://www.tedcomd.com/


partners
FITCI – FREDERICK INNOVATIVE TECHNOLOGY CENTER, INC @FITCInc
The Frederick Innovative Technology Center, Inc. (FITCI) is a business incubator and accelerator designed to
cultivate entrepreneurship in Frederick, Maryland. FITCI specializes in the strategic business support of local
entrepreneurs in the early stages of mostly science and technology-based businesses: Biotechnology,
Information Technology, Renewable Energy, and Cyber Security. FITCI currently has two locations in Fredrick,
MD, and 52 client companies.

THE BALTIMORE ANGELS @baltimoreangels
The Baltimore Angels is an angel investor group based in Baltimore, MD. Founded in 2009, its mission is to
invest profitably in the regional entrepreneurial ecosystem and advance early-stage innovators to the next
stage of capital formation. Its vision is to be the most trusted resource for angel capital investment and
entrepreneurial mentorship in the Greater Baltimore region. A new generation of angel investing comes to
Baltimore. If you are a tech entrepreneur or community-minded investor, please be in touch with Baltimore
Angels. This is not your father’s (or your uncle’s) investment group. 

MARYLAND TECH COUNCIL VENTURE MENTORING SERVICES
The Maryland Tech Council Venture Mentoring Services (MTC VMS) program is one of the leading team
mentoring services available in the state of Maryland that is both highly sophisticated and results-driven. It
exists to foster an environment that encourages innovation while expanding financial and business
opportunities for tech, cyber, and life science start-ups. The MTC VMS Program provides free team-based
mentoring services to qualified Maryland-based tech and life science venture CEOs who are accepted into
the program. Since the MTC VMS program began, more than 75 ventures have enrolled & $100MM has been
raised in capital & grants. 

STARTUP GRIND-COLUMBIA, MD @StartupGrindDC
Startup Grind-Columbia, mid-Maryland Chapter is part of the largest global community for innovation,
entrepreneurship, and the startup community. We're actively educating, inspiring, and connecting more than
2MM+entrepreneurs, 600+ cities, and 130+ countries. We nurture startup ecosystems through mentorship,
advisory services, education, inspiration, access to capital, and most importantly, connecting members with
the resources we need to have the best opportunity to grow phenomenally successful ventures.

GEORGETOWN ENTREPRENEURSHIP INITIATIVE
Entrepreneurship is one of the world’s most powerful forces for positive change. Georgetown
Entrepreneurship seeks to instill an entrepreneurial mindset in students, foster an entrepreneurial culture
across the university, support the successful growth of alumni ventures, and leverage the power of
entrepreneurship to make an impact in the world beyond Georgetown.

ANGELS + LIFE.SCI INVESTORS
Formed in 1996, the Angels + Life.Sci Investors Network is organized under NJAngels.net. We are a manager-
led, loosely organized network of investors and accredited Angels, Coaches, and Experts who Sponsor world-
class Entrepreneurs. Our colleagues have deep experience and technical domain expertise in all of the life
sciences disciplines in which we are involved, including nanobio tools, materials, and devices: tele-
diagnostics, augmented healthcare & remote patient monitoring, automation and robotics, & advanced
chemistry for drug discovery.



partners
JEFF REID, FOUNDING DIRECTOR, GEORGETOWN ENTREPRENEURSHIP INITIATIVE, GEORGETOWN
UNIVERSITY’S MCDONOUGH SCHOOL OF BUSINESS @Hoyapreneur
Jeff Reid is the Founding Director of the Georgetown Entrepreneurship Initiative and Professor of the Practice
of Entrepreneurship at Georgetown University’s McDonough School of Business. Reid is a catalyst for
entrepreneurship and a well-known leader in entrepreneurship education. In 2009, Reid launched the
Georgetown Entrepreneurship Initiative to catalyze entrepreneurial thinking and activities across Georgetown
University and impact the growing DMV startup community.

RYAN & WETMORE, P.C. @RyanWetmorePC
Ryan & Wetmore is a full-service accounting and management consulting firm, servicing the Northeast/ Mid-
Atlantic region since 1988. What makes us different from other accounting firms is our proactive approach. We
work hard to earn our clients’ confidence by encouraging open communication year-round. This approach has
enabled us to help clients become more efficient, more competitive, and more profitable. Through our
numerous management engagements, we have become trusted, unbiased advisors.

PETE RYAN, CO-FOUNDER & PARTNER, RYAN & WETMORE 
Pete co-founded Ryan & Wetmore in 1988, a 3 office, 35-person firm serving the Mid-Atlantic region. He
currently works with clients to address tax, audit, and accounting issues. He also has significant experience in
international tax matters and business consulting services. His expertise extends to Healthcare organizations,
Construction and Real Estate, Government contractors, Technology, Manufacturing, and High Net Worth
Individuals. Pete has served on the Board of Directors for several organizations. He is an active member of the
Healthcare Advisors Association, the Real Estate and Construction Association, the CPA Manufacturing
Services Association, the Virginia Transportation Construction Alliance, and the Construction Financial
Management Association.

ENTERPRISE TRANSFORMATION SOLUTIONS
INES LEBOW, FOUNDER AND PRINCIPAL @ilebow1
Ines LeBow is the Founder and Principal Startup Consultant at Enterprise Transformation Solutions (ETS),
which advises entrepreneurs on how to position themselves for funding. Over the course of her 30+ years in
the industry, Ines has helped companies secure more than $800M in funding, led start-ups and turnarounds
for companies with up to $500M in revenue, managed 11 M&A transactions, and guided 9 companies to a
successful exit. With expertise spanning Operations, Executive Leadership, and Mentoring, Turnarounds,
Revenue implementation, Engineering, as well as Communications, Ines has helped many companies prepare
for VC and angel investment.
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Mojtaba Ahmadi Founder, CEO MAE Robotics Inc
Asad Ali Founder BookxChange
Cliff Anders CEO AI Data Sciences
Shawn Andrews CEO Little Engine
Lauren Antoine Co-Founder Monarch MVP
Walter Applewhite Sales Agent
Patrice Armstrong CEO/ Founder Health Genie
AJ Attavar Investor NPS, Inc.
Darrin Auito Partner HEA Law PLLC
Vivek Bagga CEO Vivek International Corporation
Greg Ballard Managing Director Great Ventures, LLC
Roy Barak CTO ClearCut medical
Joshua Barnes COO Harbor Designs and Manufacturing
Thomas Bascom President Link
Alicia Bean VP Devyne Business Consulting
Amber Begay Analyst Relevance Ventures
Christina Ploy Bekenn Client Success Specialist The Hotels Network
Lylia Belattar Assistant Lotus distribution
Melanie Beldock Owner KennelGeek
Rami Ben Lamine CEO CHARIK TECH
Lyron Bentovim CEO The Glimpse Group
Victor Beshidze CEO VB Solutions
Marcya Betts Trademark Attorney Darden Betts
Shaunak Bhardwaj CEO Contellations
Chandana Bhogaraju VC fellow VC Lab
Lynn Birch Co-Founder and Chief Product Officer Skreens
Austin Bliss CEO Sensar Marine US
Larry Boodin Financial Planner Prudential
Robin Borough CEO, Co-Founder The Arista Companies
Cathy Bradley CEO CBE
David Brake CEO OPTICS for Healthcare
Corinne Brassfield Director Johns Hopkins Carey Business School
Michael Brenzel CTO Go Products
Jan Breukers Founder and CEO First Choice Bio, Inc.
Doug Brown Principal DB Holdings LLC
Charles Brown Founder and CEO Ginkgo-AI
Tarby Bryant CEO The Gathering of Angels
JaneScott Cantus Managing Principal ILEX Leadership Associates LLC
Christian Carello Founder, CEO, + Angel Investor EnvisionIt Consulting, LLC
Joe Carlin Principal JoeXeone Capital
Hepzel Castro Independent Consultant HCH Consulting
Franco Celeste CEO & Founder Logic Talk AI
Nicole Cevallos Client Success Specialist EntreAdmin
Wetsphalie Charles Producer Producer
Shailesh Chavan Managing Partner Ingenious Global Venture Partners
Chris Chen
Sebright Chen Founder, CEO Summer Atlantic Capital
Michelle Chen Partner Key2China
Srujana Cherukuri Founder & CEO Stemora Inc
Nelson Chick CAO Foil Flyer
Lauren Chillinsky Financial Advisor NM
Nadhem Chroudi CEO Taniterra
Melinda Chu CEO & Founder Ecotera Home

August 28 Attendees
As of 08 28 25



Evgenii Chupanov President Chupanov Family Fund LP
Courtney Coffey Associate Producer America’s Real Deal
Melinda Coleman Entrepreneur
Ray Cooper President Food Freedom America
Gloryvee Cordero CEO Depth
Pat Corea
Kevin Cory Consultant Family office
Randy Costello CEO/Owner PNW Web Designers
Larry Cote CEO Drug Enforcement Analytics LLC
Andrea Crewe Co-Founder Vitaliti Co.
Albert Crews VP of Product Innovation and New Ventures St. Jude
Lara Croft Veterinary Scientist Morris Animal Foundation
Wendy Crowley Associate Director, Student Innovations Johns Hopkins Carey Business School
Francisco Cueto Founder Reka Capital
Blayne Cutler CEO Heluna Health
Shanker D Founder / CTO Testcrew
Ellen Damaso Venture Partner Plus Ultra Capital Partners
Vincent Darago CIO/Founder Trusted Boat AI
Dani Daryaweesh Founder Flype
chad David Founder Elevate Core
William Davis Owner R&B Maintenance
Sandy Day Owner For Small Business Only, LLC
Susan D'Elia Founder/CEO TECHMarket PR Accelerator for Tech Innovators
Ann Demaree Principal A. Demaree & Associates LLC
Cierra Derato Director of Marketing LifeSpan Network
Todd DeSantis VP of Data Resilient. Iotics
Atul Deshpande CEO IMMTX
Claire Dixon CEO Neuraura
George Dodge CEO Mechano Therapeutics
LaShall Dodson CEO & Founder DedicatedVirtual Professional Services LLC
Sagi Dolberg VP R&D P-Labs
Mecca Dondiva Real Estate Investor People On Properties Inc
Michael Doran Founder Synthetic Cell Therapeutics, LLC
Douglas E Ehrle Director of Emerging Technology Digiflight Inc
Mark Eklund CEO 24Aries.com
Heba Elsaid SEO issbiz.com
Hejiao English Small Business Development Specialist NIAID
Maria Ermolova Investment Banking Managing Director Weild & Co.
Carlos Espinosa Founder-Director DosMares.org
Idong Essiet-Gibson Principal The Idyeas Group
Herb Ezrin CEO & President Potomac Business Group
Shah Faisal SM Viacloud
Giovanni Farese CEO WEBIDOO
Sina Faridimehr Founder and CEO Enerytics
Michael Fasere Founder Medlitics, Pashione and 1App Fintech
Fred Fleury Consultant 4SimVision, LLC
Uriel Io Foronda Executive Assistant Aquillius Ventures
Cindy Fraley Membership Director Keiretsu Forum Southern California
Chris Franckhauser Founder & Principal Consultant TGL Consulting
Mark Frohlich CEO Indapta Therapeutics
Judeline Galek Holistic Anxiety Coach Judeline Galek
William Galle President DPS
Sathish kumar Gangadhar Chartered Accountant SATHISH KUMAR & CO
Pranav Gangele Attorney Bean Kinney & Korman
Vivian Garcia-Tunon Founder VGT People Advisory
Yasmine Gardiner CEO DataScrubber.AI
William Gardner Marketing & Sales Lead BioInnovatise
Ankita Garg Planning for Start-up
Ryan Gearld Inventor Yin Yang Bike
Liz George Warwick Business School
Walid Ghodbane Independent consultant Private
Gregory Giammittorio Partner PLG
Mike Gilley Venture Partner Mighty Capital
Danielle Gittens Owner Brewington Management Company
Seth Golbe CRO Life Science Women's Network
Douglas e. Goldstein Chief Growth Officer Breakthrough Growth Company
Victoria Gom Head Business Development SPG
Bryanna Goode Brand Photographer Goode Visions Photography
Malcolm Goodwin Co-Founder, CEO TuMeasure
Yuying Gosser CEO Mayflower ASTEM Academy
Paula Groves CIO Impact X Capital
Fred Gumbinner Managing Partner Icon Finance
Rohan Gupta Analyst First Trust Capital Partners
Mark Haas CEO AEG
Fizie Haleem Business Solutions Manager Montgomery College
Zion Hamashiach Transformational Coaching Ahimsa Soluxe Travel & Living
Matt Handel COO ReEngage Therapeutics
Malcolm Handelsman ED DIR LLC
Tim Haney Managing Director The Meriwether Group
Michael Hanson Consultant Optimum Dynamics LLC



Michael Harman Owner Harman PhD Consulting
James Harris GP Global Catalyst Ventures
Chris Harrises President Technical Solutions, Inc.
Javier Hawit Client Sucess Specialist EntreAdmin
Arthur Henderson Director Precision Health Ventures
Teresa Henry President Blue Oaks Biotech
Browning Herbert MD Ringbolt Capital
Charles Herman Investor Eagle Venture Seed Fund
David Heyman Managing Partner Smart City Works VENTURE LABS, LLC
Ben Hickey Tenant Advisory Lincoln Property Company
Jeff Hindenach Co-Founder LaunchFamily
CJ Hinshaw GP Bootstrap Venture Partners
William Holmes Founder RxSafe, LLC
Alan Holmes Master Connector
Ren Homan CSO Peptinovo Biopharma
Raja Hundal Associate Legalshied
Veronica Hurtado Business Development Consultant PEO Canada
Paul Iacovacci CIO Enascor Capital
Rojay Ignacio Business Support Specialist LARA Virtual Services
Courtland Imel CEO Ceutical Laboratories, Inc.
Sarah Iverson Business Owner Curious Sunshine
Jimmy Jackson Creator WWJD/ What Would Jesus Do
Elchin Jafarov Scientist Woodwell Climate Research Center
Sundeep Janagam Director Zolon Tech
Manoj Jha President and CEO MKJHA Consulting, Inc.
Holly Jing Database Manager HUYA Biosciences
Eric Johnson Vice President AB CarVal
Shitonda Johnson VP A and J Consulting Group
Fehmida Kapadia Founder Amplify MedTech
Alexandra Kapelos-Peters Founder & CEO Cansulta
Zahra Karimi Operations and customer manager MAE Robotics Inc
Paul Kashchy Portfolio Manager EagleBank
Robert Katz CEO & Executive Director World Innovation Network
Anna Keizer Marketing Manager NOVA
Joe Kessler Managing Partner Next-Stage Development Group
Furqaan Khan Growth Strategist 3Advance
Ajay Khanna Managing Director Daybreak Capital Partners
Roya Khosravifar CEO InnoTech Precision Medicine
Beth Kiernan Manager Centwerx
Brendan Kilcawley Director UKTV Ventures
Lucy Killinsgworth Founder Growth AI
Gene Kim Founder Dragon Startups
Thomas Kim CEO ReEngage Therapeutics Inc,
Rick Kim CTO Wellysis Corp
James Kirwin COO Head of Clinical Development SFA Therapeutics
Steve Kiser General Partner Veteran Ventures Capital
Ted Koblick Vice President of Business Development EVRON Inc dba Net-AV
Martin Koev Manager Koev Brothers
Velibor Koprivica CEO Enfinia Growth Partners
Igor Koshutin Ceo HipStar LLC
Michael Kostenbader Chief Marketing Officer Ginkgo-AI
Nick Kovacic VP Biz Dev Nicholas Companies LLC
Chris Kozak Consultant KozakDx
Linda Kruger Domestic Engineer Home Values!
Daniel Kueh Senior Medical Science Liaison KalVista Pharmaceuticals
Vikash Kumar Co-Founder InSoBlokAI
Rajnesh kumar Associate KiwiTech
Sandeep Kumar Co-Founder and CEO MADignite
Murali Kumarasamy Principal Investigator NIPER-Hajipur
Rakesh Lal Founder Rx Device Consulting
Shannon Lancaster Director, Aviation Operations DigiFlight, Inc
Gaetano Lardieri Special Executive Advisor Future Entheogenic Medicines
Maurice Lauriano Equity Warrior & Owner Got Goals, LLC
Ines LeBow CEO/Founder Enterprise Transformation Solutions, LLC
Jack Lee Managing Director Marketing Integration
Antia Lee Founder Twin Weavers, Inc.
Susan Lee Technical writer Home base
Charles Legg Chair, Global Advisory Board Health Pals
Michelle Levister Founder & ELC Perceive LLC
Zhichao Li Founder and Managing member Nestra Investment LLC
Yun Li Electronic Engineer The University of Adelaide
Amber Liu Assurance Supervisor CBIZ
Andrea Liu IO TLFO
Surbhi Lnu Director Eagle Venture Seed Fund
Cody Locke Chief Innovation Officer Center for Advancing Innovation
Mickey Loeb Founder Kool Shades, LLC
Tawana Lowery President Tawana Lowery, Inc
Juan Lozano Asocciate ToTheTop
Henry Lu Senior Adviser NBS
Howard Lubert Regional President Keiretsu Forum Mid-Atlantic



V M Principal High Water Venture Partners
Jingsen Ma Vice President Dynaflow, Inc.
Daniel Madden Manager, Client Advisory Services Wipfli
Abdelrahman Mahmoud Founder USAM
Eugene Major CEO ImagineRx, Inc.
Fatima Maldonado Consultant EthernityTechnologies
Priscilla Mann Entrepreneur Asili Heart
Court Marshall Chief of Operations ELPIS ALLIANCE FOR VETERANS
Isabella Martins Founder and Recruitment Lead Umbrellla
Miranda Verity Marwenze Investment analysts Eagle Venture seed
Kate Mason Georgetown University
Tom Matusiak Sales itDesk
Brendan McAdams Managing Director Kiinetics
Deanne McCarthy CEO Swiftsure Innovations
Maha Mehanna Vice President, Business Development & Portfolio XGen Pharmaceuticals DJB, Inc.
Alex Memme Financial Analyst Treefrog Inc.
Valentina Mendez Co-Founder and Director Soterya Inc
Robert Mendralla President, Investments RM Enterprises
Rachel Miller Program Manager The PenFed Foundation for Military Heroes
Randi Miller President Venturesq LLC
Josephine Millward Partner OpAmp Capital
Mattia Mini
Martin Miranda
Jignesh Modi Managing Director M2 Global Services
Bill Moher CEO
John Morgan Managing Principal Morgan Global LLC
Roy Morris Partner STI
Tony Moura Founder Vetttd
Kevin Mullenex CEO & Co-Founder IotaBEAM
Srisailas Muthialu Founder & CEO Vasi Pharma LLC
Irene Mwende Program Manager Wayapay Limited Inc
Charles Nahabedian CEO VK Digital Health
Aajim Namkhai Founder limitless llc
Silvana Nani Chief Strategy Officer Ginkgo-AI
Michele Nguyen Director Atland Ventures
Aidan Nguyen Brilliant Key Point
Doug Nguyen Founder Gigmarket
Uma Nidmarty Co-Founder and CEO MADignite
Kimberly Nieto Founder LARA Virtual Services
Michael Niggel Board Member ACT1 Federal LLC 
Alicia Núñez Medicine Alicia34
Margaret Ogbodo Business Development Director HGE Technologies
Manabu Ohashi Assistant General Manager, Silicon Valley Branch Marubeni America Corporation
Michelle O'Reilly Counselor Successful
Yvonne Oriaku-Ibrahim Co-founder ZootPro
Diana Orrego-Moore VP Supply Chain Optimization and Emerging Tech Cencora
Frida P Machine Learning
Mark Pace Consultant Nuvem, Inc.
Alan Palmer CEO Elixa Mediscience
Meka Parker Founder GoNow App
Zuheb Pasha CEO and Founder Zuheb AI Software's
Shashankkumar Patel Founder NewCo
Siddharth Patel Founder Raeva
Kushtrim Peci Senior Portfolio Advisor Merrill Lynch
Josh Pedro Director of Digital InSoBlok AI
Mhiel Peralta Chief of Staff Royal Belle Equity
Roy Peterkofsky Principal Protrain Capital
Salvatore Picciallo Founder, CEO MetaParadigm Wealth Management, LLC.
Luke Pillarella Co-Founder Atlantis Capital, LLC
Sharon Plummer Founder Kind Worldwide Ventures
William Podd President Landmark Family Office
Kris Polineni CEO Serebrum Corp
Brandon Porter Owner Savvy Resource Creative Agency
Jessica Porter Producer Capitol Benefits, LLC
Claudia Preziosi Head of BD and Ops HepaTx
Joel Price VP of Product Innovation Core Source Technologies
Sebastian Pruckmair Founder & CEO AEROMOND Group
Joseph Quainoo Mine Planning Engineer as.
Eric Quick CEO Caffree Co
H W Radin Investor
George Radmilovic President Latticesphere Records LLC
Mohammed Raju Retail manager Allsaint
Atif Rakin CTO SurgiBox
Himanshu Ranjan Nurovec Labs
Beju Rao Foubder-CEO Amruta, Inc
Gautam Rattehalli Co-Founder TentiCL
Amrita Ray Co-Founder, CEO BirthWise
Suzanne Reade President Chicago ArchAngels
Joe Reddix President and CEO The Reddix Group
Ronald Redmer Managing Partner R-Squared Capital Partners Group LLC



Joseph Regalbuto Venture Scout Pegasus Angel Accelerator
Jonathan Reyes Entrepreneur Eglobalchamp
Robert Rosenberg President SMC
Larry Rosenfeld Founder McLean Partners LLC
Ofer Rubin COO and Co-Founder P-Labs
Ruby Russell Founder RR Distinctive Beddings LLC
Gabriella Ryan Life Sciences Economic Development lead Montgomery County Economic Development Corporation, Maryland
Charlotte Safos COO ATI
Paula Saidy CEO HireAthena Inc.
Arthur Salindong CEO Trabus Technologies
Naveed Salman CEO AICO
Andrey Sanenko Business Relationship Manager Vreal Soft
Manohar Reddy Sanikommu Bioversity
Senthil Saravanamuthu CEO Carnation Therapeutics Inc
Prasad Sathe Founder BeforeYouCRM
Lisa Sattell Founder Unicorns and Horses
Leona Saunders Founder Innovative Regulatory Science Group
Gabi Schindler CMO Cota Capital
Gerhard Schwandt Certified Executive Coach Gerhard B. Schwandt
Mahesh Seethagari BDM ADHVAN HEALTH CARE
Kwesi Selassie Venture Capital Residency Fellow Lvlup Ventures
Katie Severt Founder Let's Talk Women
Mitesh Shah Owner
Shiva Sharareh CEO & Founder Rekovar inc
Todd Shoemack CEO VCC
Michael Shrader North America Customer Head Zylitix.ai
Premal Shrestha Kantipur City College
Edward Sigmond President American Business Network
Stephanie Simko-Weaver CEO Corporate Solvers
Tiara Simon Office Manager Brewington Management Company
Aishwarya Singh Consultant Georgetown University
Manish Singh Managing Director Faith Realties
Jarnail Singh Co-Founder Carnation Therapeutics Inc
Jaideep Singh Cyber CU
Pon Sivakumar Investors Vertical marketing
Camille Smith Product Manager
Michael Smith CEO Msbd
Tom Solitario Principal Tom, Inc.
Karen Somerville CGOO ANE
Uttam Soni Managing Partner Strategy Value Solutions
Ashley Spiva Brand Ambassador PNW Web Designers
AmAni Stebbins Lifstylist AMANI MAISHA
Ernest Stern Partner CM Law PLLC
Joe Stern Sales and Business Development Manager MapleLMS
Ray Stevens Founder Higher Solutions
Jeff Stevens CEO Physio AI
David Stewart VP Sterling Global Holdingsd
Henry Stoever Founder and Managing Principal Windsor Strategy
Chloe Sun Founder Global Soccer Fans Club
Ning Sung Investor Sand Hill Angels
Bala Swamy Founder and CEO Kalorie Corporation
Victor Systems VP of Channels and Strategic Partnerships AtWork Systems LLC
Darryle Taylor Business Manager CollabTech- Georgia State University
Nadia Tedeschi Founder & CEO Mylo Medical
Jayant Thatte Founder & CEO Turiya Therapeutics
Sandhya Tiku CTO and Co-Founder SinuStim
David Timmerman Strategic Business Partner FullHorn Finance LLC
Greg Tobin President and CEO Biological Mimetics, Inc.
Michelle Tokarz Business Development Cantilever Business Partners
Steve Tokarz CEO Peptinovo Biopharma
Yousif Touza Founder Flype
Jim Treleaven CEO Via Strategy Group, LLC
Erez Tsur CEO and Co-Founder P-Labs.ai
Steve Tsuruda Founder Geminidt
Joe Tumolo President JTSC
Kimberly Urbanek Co-Founder, Chief of Innovation and Practice OPTICS for Healthcare
Ashley Valce Ayiti luxuries
Aswani Valiveti Head, Business Development KLA Breakthrough Consulting
Carlo Alberto Valli CEO / Founder NEVNUCLAB
Joe Van Cleve VP VAN CLEVE & ASSOCIATES INC
Ven Vanga Consultant ERProot, LLC
Kumar Vankipuram Co-Founder ProcurityAI
Melissa VanKirk Investor SIA
Swathi Varma Event and Project Coordinator Mason SBDC
Karl Varner Managing Director Varner Intl
Lylia Velattar Assistante Lotus distribution
Roy Vella CEO Next CoLab
John VeLure CEO/President i-Lumen Scientific Inc.
Rafael Veraza Chief Executive Officer and President Vascular Perfusion Solutions
Antoine Vignon Founder/CEO Analyticaxpress



Neeraj Vij CEO PRECISION THERANOSTICS INC
Brilian Vincenza
Savya Virmani Consultant AacuMetrics LLC
Jim Voeller Patent Attorney Maier & Maier PLLC
Tom Vogelsong Startup Scout K2X Technology and Life Science
Max Von Wels Investor Relations Peptinovo Biopharma
Timothy Vu CEO Multispec Bio
David Wachira CEO & Co-founder Wayapay Limited Inc.
Sanjeev Wadhwa Founder and CEO Life Singularity, Inc.
Brendah Wairimu Coordinator Marketing KAFP
David Walkush Portfolio Manager Breakwater Investment Group
Roy Wallen CEO Directional Healthcare Advisors
Nicola Wang Director Anon
Terry Wangare Programming Technology design and programming
Grant Warner Executive Director Center for Black Entrepreneurship
Edwin Watson Investment Strategist Dimensional Fund Advisors
Barry Weinbaum Financial Service Professional New York Life
Robert Weissman Partner Hudson View Partners LLC
Laurie Wiggins CEO Byond
Eric Wong Principal Myko Labs, LLC
Fiona Wong Langara College
Maly Wrightson FIS Youth Villaged
Guoqiang Xing CEO Lotus Biotech.com LLC
Alyssa Xu Georgetown University
Wenfeng Xu President and CSO Chantibody Therapeutics Inc
Jun Xue GM Chipscreen Biosciences (US) Ltd
Kavin Y FAU
Yi Yang Managing Partner WaterStar Capital
Stephen Yelity President & CEO BusStim, LLC
Sushma Yellapragada Managing Director zScale Capital
Olivia Yen Intern Keiretsu Forum
Prince Yisrael CEO Presence Consulting Group LLC
Randell Young General Partner Cache
Michael Yukas Agent New York Life
Nina Zaman President Nantech
Joe Zhu CEO Io tech
Igor Zilak Investment and Community Specialist Smart Capital
Alex Zlotnikov Venture Associate Go Global World



CONNECTpreneur.org

INES LEBOW
CEO

Enterprise Transformation
Solutions

MALI PHONPADITH
CEO

SOAR Community
Network

JACKIE LUO
Founder

BAM Advisory

EVAN SHUBIN
Pres. and Founder

Results.now, Inc. and
Candlelight Partners

MARISSA LEVIN
CEO

Successful Culture
International

JET LU
Customer Solutions

Amazon Web Services

MICHAEL RIEMER
CEO & Board Member

Vocinity

LAURA HILL
Chief of Staff

Bentley

JOHN MORGAN
General Partner
Morgan Global

MICHELLE MILLER
Founder

MRM Consulting

Thank you to
our prep team

MICHAEL HANSON
Consultant

Optimum Dynamics LLC
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want to present or sponsor
at our virtual events?

Email Skylar Rallison at
srallison@opus8.com
for more information

2025 Virtual Calendar

Sept 25 Oct 30
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Post-event recap to

300k business
leaders

in our Community

V I R T U A L  A N D  I N - P E R S O N

CALL FOR PRESENTERS

Unprecedented

Networking
sessions

before, during, and
after each event

Free lifetime
admission

to all
CONNECTpreneur

Forums

SCAN HERE FOR
THE IN-PERSON
BROCHURE:

SCAN HERE FOR
THE VIRTUAL
BROCHURE:



Private
Investor
Platform
One of the nations largest investor
communities of 4,500+ HNW/UHNW private
investors, angels, family offices, investment
groups, and small institutional investors. Vetted, qualified,

accredited
Investors

We
guarantee
our results

Exclusive,
cost effective,

& reliable

Tien Wong
CEO
twong@opus8.com

Skylar Rallison
Community Manager
srallison@opus8.com

View the full
brochure

Get funded with our



CONNECTpreneur.org

Register for our
upcoming events

View the
RSVPs Here

Virtual Event
Sept 25, 2025

Online via Zoom

In-Person Event
Sept 11, 2025

Washington, DC

Virtual Event
Oct. 30, 2025

Online via Zoom

https://rocketsept2025.eventbrite.com/
https://septdc2025.eventbrite.com/
https://rocketoct2025.eventbrite.com/

