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HOLIDAY 
 BREAKFAST 
&  P I T C H  E X T R A V A G A N Z A



Agenda
8:00 - 9:30 am - REGISTRATION / NETWORKING

9:30 - 9:50 am - WELCOME REMARKS
S. TIEN WONG, CEO, Opus8; Founder, Big Idea CONNECTpreneur Forum
RAE STOTT, CEO, Refraction
DAVID KELLEY, Vice President of Business Investment, FCEDA
JENNIFER TAYLOR, President and CEO, Northern Virginia Technology Council
KEITH CAMHI, Managing Director, Techstars
TASHA CORNISH, Executive Director, Cybersecurity Association
MARLON BERNAL, Assurance Partner, Forvis Mazars

9:50 - 10:40 pm - COMPANY SHOWCASE / ROCKET PITCH
Promising Early Stage Companies will be introduced by:
ANTHONY MILLIN, Founder and Co-Chair, NEXT powered by Shulman Rogers
DEBBIE CLINE, Founder & Chief of Customer Success, Buzzy Rocket

ColdSnap - Matthew Fonte
Dasion - Weiqing Gu

Ibex Biosciences - Murat Croci
I-Lumen Scientific - John VeLure

Intrommune Therapeutics - Erick Berglund
Stabili Teeth - Bari Medgaus

Villari - Lon White

10:40 - 12:00 pm - EXPO & NETWORKING
Breakfast and networking in the Atrium



TIEN WONG, CEO, Opus8, Inc.
Mr. Tien Wong is a tech investor, entrepreneur, and CEO. He is Chairman & CEO of Opus8, Inc., a private
investment and advisory firm investing in exceptional life science and tech enabled services companies, as
well as specializing in raising capital for promising tech companies and alternative investment fund
managers.He is Founder of CONNECTpreneur, a global community of 25,000+ founders, investors, CEOs,
and business leaders. CONNECTpreneur organizes the world’s largest monthly virtual investor pitch events
as well as in-person Forums with upwards of 500 attendees, featuring VIP guests, speakers, exciting
presenting companies, and the best CXO to CXO networking on the East Coast. Since 2012, over 1200
companies have presented, half of whom have received funding from investors from the CONNECTpreneur
investor network. Mr. Wong is also a Venture Partner in IronGate Capital Advisors, a VC and Fund of Funds
manager investing in dual use technologies; Investment Advisory Board member of Virginia Venture
Partners; and Chairman of Lumious, an ed tech company which provides learning & development services
to Fortune 500 customers.

DAVID KELLEY, Vice President of Business Investment, FCEDA
David Kelley is Vice President of Business Investment (BI) for the Fairfax County Economic Development
Authority (FCEDA). During his tenure, Kelley has supported companies across sectors including
cybersecurity, software, IT, aerospace, data analytics and cloud. Some of the companies he has worked
closely with include Appian, Peraton, Booz Allen, and Science Logic. He has served on several boards
including Greater Reston Chamber and the Committee for Dulles.
Before joining FCEDA in 2010, Kelley held several managerial and leadership positions in a business
development career that spanned over 25 years, working for major technology organizations such as
Akamai and the Corporation for Open Systems International which established the Open Systems
Interconnection model, a foundational concept for the internet and telecommunications that is still widely
used today.

Speakers

RAE STOTT, CEO, Refraction
Rae Stott Co-founder and CEO of Refraction is a dynamic leader, working at the nexus of startups, culture
and community. Rae has built a robust foundation in using culture and community to address complex
challenges and wicked problems. Her career began in Australia, where she first built a community and
founded a charity to address gaps in the social services ecosystem. She then helped deploy this formula
against the failings in disaster response efforts, before turning her attention to technology companies. Her
subsequent position as Director of Culture at GoCanvas, helped her prove the hypothesis that culture and
community were as valuable in business as they are in addressing social issues. As CEO at Refraction, Rae
has returned to the organization she cofounded over a decade ago to understand how community and
culture support the startup ecosystem and economy in post-COVID world. A challenge she relishes.

JENNIFER TAYLOR, President and CEO, Northern Virginia Technology Council
Jennifer Taylor serves as the President and CEO of the Northern Virginia Technology Council (NVTC), a
leading trade association representing the National Capital Region's expansive tech community. With a
membership of 500 organizations spanning various tech sectors, service providers, academic institutions,
and nonprofits, NVTC has thrived under Taylor's leadership since 1991. Jennifer has significantly increased
membership, engaged over 15,000 tech professionals through events, and implemented a five-year
strategic plan impacting over 20 key performance indicators. Prior to NVTC, she played a crucial role at the
Consumer Technology Association (CTA) as VP of Industry Affairs, launching initiatives focused on closing
the skills gap and promoting diversity in the tech sector. Jennifer's extensive career also includes
leadership roles at AARP, where she developed a smart tablet for seniors, and various positions at the
American Red Cross, RTCRM, and KSK Communications.



TASHA CORNISH, Executive Director, Cybersecurity Association
Tasha Cornish is the Executive Director of the Cybersecurity Association of Maryland. Bringing together
industry, academia, and the public sector, the organization is advancing cybersecurity through advocacy
and collaboration. She also serves as the Co-Director of the Baltimore Elite Advisor Chapter of the
Association for Enterprise Growth - an invitation-only, highly vetted community of successful professional
service providers to the mid-market.

Speakers
KEITH CAMHI, Managing Director, Techstars
Keith invests in and advises talented entrepreneurs at Techstars, where he is currently the Managing
Director of the Techstars Healthcare Accelerator powered by Permanente Medicine Mid-Atlantic States.
During his seven-year tenure at Techstars, he has led the global accelerator investment team, run
accelerator programs with other prominent partners including Melinda Gates's Pivotal Ventures (Future of
Longevity), Samvid Ventures (Economic Mobility), and J.P. Morgan (in Washington D.C. and NYC), and has
invested in nearly 80 startups. Prior to Techstars, Keith founded and scaled FitLinxx (securing over $50M in
venture capital and reaching #20 on the Deloitte Fast 500) and Great Play (three-time Entrepreneur
Franchise 500 honoree). He subsequently served as an entrepreneur-in-residence for two funds focused on
healthcare and early childhood development. He holds degrees from Cornell and MIT, and has been
awarded multiple patents in sensor and machine vision technology.

MARLON BERNAL, Assurance Partner, Forvis Mazars
Marlon brings over 20 years of public accounting experience with a specialized focus on serving publicly
traded and privately held companies. He provides assurance, attest, and advisory services across a range of
industries, including life sciences, technology, and government contracting. Marlon has deep experience
partnering with private equity firms and their portfolio companies throughout the investment lifecycle—from
acquisition through growth and exit. He advises clients on complex accounting and auditing matters,
internal controls, and regulatory compliance, and is known for helping navigate the distinct reporting and
operational challenges that come with SEC reporting and PE ownership. His technical strengths include
evaluating policies and controls, developing tailored audit plans, and leading teams to deliver high-quality,
efficient audits. Marlon also has experience with companies undergoing rapid change, including carve-
outs, roll-ups, and IPO preparation, making him a trusted advisor during critical transitional phases. Marlon
is a member of the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants (AICPA), Maryland Association of
CPA’s (MACPA), Northern Virgina Tech Council (NVTC), and the Small and Emerging Contractors Advisory
Forum (SECAF), Maryland Tech Council, BIO Maryland, and BIO Virginia and previously served on the board
and executive committee of the Montgomery County Chamber of Commerce. 

ANTHONY MILLIN, Founder and Co-Chair, NEXT powered by Shulman Rogers
Anthony Millin is a trusted legal and business advisor to startup and emerging growth companies. Anthony
is a senior startup attorney, a serial entrepreneur, and a former venture partner in a seed stage VC fund. As
the Founder and Co-Chair of NEXT powered by Shulman Rogers, selected by LegalWeek as a finalist the
past three years and the 2024 winner as the nation's top law firm for "Enabling Startup Success", Anthony
brings his unique legal and business perspective to advising his clients. Anthony is also the Co-Founder of
My Next Raise, launched by NEXT, a technology, community and education platform providing founders
with a pathway to investor readiness. Anthony was recently elected by his peers to serve on Shulman
Rogers' Board of Directors. Anthony understands firsthand what it takes to start, scale and manage a
company, to successfully prepare for and run a fund raising process, and to address the legal issues faced
by a startup. This background provides him with valuable insights into the legal and business needs of his
clients. A creative problem solver and strong advocate dedicated to the success of his clients, Anthony
frequently serves as his clients’ “outside general counsel, taking a leadership role in managing the full range
of their legal needs from formation and financings to growth and exit.Anthony is a frequent public speaker
on topics impacting startup and emerging growth companies.



DEBBIE CLINE, Founder & Chief of Customer Success, Buzzy Rocket
Debbie is co-founder, chief of customer success at Buzzy Rocket and yellow lab lover. From LA to London,
she is well known as an expert in creating that certain elusive magic that drives explosive growth at the
intersection of companies and customers. She has proven strategic vision, and isn’t afraid to get in the
trenches. In fact, she’s been doing this at companies big and small for 25+ years. Her background includes
executive level positions at both public companies and startups where she has proven over and over again
that her passion, drive and results oriented perspective get it done. She is tenacious, loves the game
changer and loves to win.

Speakers



Contact Tom Duque!e for more information
 tduquette@coldsnap.com       (508) 472-1706   coldsnap.com

Round: Series F - Seeking $2.5 million 
Team: Two previous successful exits 
Patents: 100+ issued patents

Model: Razor – Razorblade 
Distribution: Food service distributors 
Phase: Commercialization

!e Revolutionary System Transforming 
How Ice Cream & Frozen Treats are 
Produced, Transported, Stored & Enjoyed.

Delicious
� Freshly frozen, ultra creamy, premium (14% milk fat) ice cream.
� Ice Cream, Boozy Ice Cream, Frozen Lattes, Cocktails

Smoothies, Protein Shakes  – Freeze on demand.

Personalization
Choose your product and flavor. No cross contact.

Convenience
� No pod preparation – Ready to go.
� No refrigeration of the pod – Easy to store.
� No cleaning needed - No waterlines, no drains.

Sustainable
Shelf-stable pods eliminate the cold supply chain associated 
with shipping and storing ice cream.

Food never touches 
the machine

$Billions in Market Opportunity



Weiqing Gu, Ph.D. 
Dasion means Data-to-Decision 

CEO, Data-to-Decision Corporation 
gu@dasion.ai 
909-373-7968 

 
Dasion transforms a 30-second voice sample into actionable clinical insights using Geometric Unified Learning (GUL) — the first 
mathematically grounded, explainable AI engine for early disease detection. Built on two decades of research, GUL detects 
cognitive, neurological, emotional, and physical health changes before symptoms appear, giving families, clinicians, and 
caregivers a new early-warning system that runs from any device. 
 
Commercial Breakthrough: $31.5M Licensing Agreement Signed 
 
Dasion has executed a $31.5 million eldercare anomaly-detection licensing agreement, validating strong market pull and 
demonstrating that large care networks trust our explainable, privacy-native, low-compute AI platform. This milestone provides 
immediate revenue scale and accelerates adoption in hospitals, senior living, and government sectors. 
 
The Problem 
Healthcare diagnoses disease too late. Clinicians are overwhelmed. AI tools remain black boxes, expensive to compute, and 
poorly trusted. Early detection needs to be continuous, noninvasive, and universally accessible — yet current systems fail to 
deliver it. 
 
The Solution: Geometric Unified Learning (GUL) 
Explainable: Shows similar-case matches clinicians trust 
Efficient: Needs only 2% of key data — ideal for large-scale deployment 
Privacy-native: Automatic voice de-identification 
Universal: Works via phone, tablet, kiosk, or telehealth. GUL converts voice into geometric biomarkers for real-time screening, 
monitoring, and clinical decision support. 
 
Product Platform 
Four independently deployable, enterprise-ready products: 

- NeuroGuard™ – concussion & TBI detection 
- ElderCare™ – cognitive decline + anomaly detection 
- NuroScript™ – automated clinical documentation 
- VoiceSense™ – 24/7 voice-based companion with instant alerts 

 
These products form a unified Data-to-Decision ecosystem with strong cross-selling and a powerful data flywheel. 
 
Traction & Validation 

- $31.5M eldercare licensing agreement 
- NSF-funded research (I-Corps + SBIR) 
- Advisors in neurology & emergency medicine 
- 200+ customer-discovery interviews confirming eldercare as the highest-ROI entry point 

 
Market Strategy 

- Non-regulated documentation (NuroScript) → immediate SaaS revenue 
- Screening (FDA-exempt) → eldercare & hospital pilots 
- Diagnostics (510k/De Novo) → large hospitals, DoD, insurance, and global health partners 

 
Business Model 

- SaaS enterprise contracts 
- Per-screening fees 
- API licensing 
- Strategic data partnerships 
- High-margin, recurring revenue across multiple verticals. 

 
The Team 
 
Founded by Dr. Weiqing Gu, former NSF & DTRA Program Director, inventor of GUL, and nationally recognized AI scientist. 
Leadership includes former executives from Optum/UHG, Amazon, and major hospital enterprise sales organizations. 
 
Current Raise 
$3M SAFE at $12M cap, matching for $3M non-dilutive funds 
Funds will scale engineering, SOC2/HIPAA, pilot deployments, FDA preparation, and enterprise sales. 

https://www.hmc.edu/mathematics/people/faculty/weiqing-gu/
https://www.data-to-decision.com/


                              Ibex Biosciences 

                                  
 
Value Proposition: Ibex Biosciences develops in-house therapies from inception for critical unmet medical needs, 
beginning with malaria and chemo-resistant colon cancer—two of the world’s deadliest and most underserved 
diseases. Its IBX13 antibody cured malaria in animal models with a single dose, while its CD147-targeted ADC 
achieved 100% solid tumor eradication with no notable toxicity against chemo-resistant colon cancer with a single 
dose in animals. Both programs target billion-dollar markets with best-in-class preclinical results. 

  
Company Background: Founded in 2015, Ibex Biosciences is a pre-clinical   
stage biotech company focused on high-mortality and high-need diseases with 
few effective treatments. Backed by nearly $20 million in R&D investment, 
Ibex operates two labs in Maryland and has built a fully integrated, in-house 
development platform. Its pipeline spans oncology, infectious disease, 
neuroregeneration, and inflammatory conditions. 
_____________________________________________________________   
                                                                    
Leadership Team: Vidal F. de la Cruz, PhD – Chief Scientific Officer; 30+ 
years leading biotech R&D. He is the inventor of Peptide Phage Display 
Technology, a foundational innovation that contributed to the 2018 Nobel Prize 
in Chemistry awarded to Dr. George Smith. 
Michael J. Karlin, JD, MBA – Co-CEO; 20+ years in biotech law, finance, 
and business leadership; member of NCI SBIR CEO Roundtable 
A. Murat Croci – Co-CEO; two decades in early-stage biotech; U.S. Army 
veteran; co-inventor on multiple patents 
_______________________________________________________________ 

Products/Services: Each year, malaria infects approximately 263 million 
people and causes around 600,000 deaths. Colon cancer results in about 1.9 
million new cases and 930,000 deaths globally, with 20–35% of patients 
developing metastatic or chemo-resistant cancer, which is the main contributor 
to the high fatality rate. 

________________________________________________________________ 
 
Technologies/Special Know-How: First filed VHH antibody patent against the 
target CD147. No direct prior art exists for CD147-specific VHH constructs 
ahead of this filing. 
_______________________________________________________________ 
Market: For colon cancer, Ibex targets patients who have become chemo-
resistant or experienced recurrence—commonly referred to as refractory colon 
cancer—a segment valued at approximately $13 billion. For malaria, Ibex’s 
single-dose therapy addresses both treatment and prophylaxis, within a global 
market estimated to exceed $1 billion. 

________________________________________________________________ 
   
Distribution Channels: Not Applicable at this moment 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Competition: There is no effective drug on the market for refractory colon cancer that meaningfully extends life 
expectancy, and there is no approved therapy that can cure malaria. 
  

Financial Projections (Unaudited): 
 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 

Revenue 0 0 0 0 0 
EBIT (dollars 

in thousands) 
0 0 0 0 0 

 

Quick Facts 
 
 
Company Name:  
Ibex Biosciences, Inc. 
 
Contact: Murat Croci, Co-CEO 
 
Address: 12358 Parklawn  Dr. 
Ste. 359 North Bethesda, MD 
 
Phone: 301-761-1500 
 
Email: invest@ibex.bio 
 
Website: www.ibex.bio 
 
Industry: Biotechnology  
 
Bank: Citibank 
 
Law Firm: Cooley Patents & 
Shulman Rodgers Corporate 
 
Patents: Several Pending 
 
Number of Employees: 12 
 
Leadership Team: Vidal de la 
Cruz, CSO Murat Croci and 
Michael Karlin, Co-CEOs.  
 
Amount of Financing Sought: 
$10M as a Syndicate 
 
Current Investors: Accredited 
Individuals and Founders  
 
Use of Funds: FDA Phase 1 
Studies 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 



Problem

Our Solution

Near-term physician and consumer products launch into new multi-billion
markets, therapeutics provide blockbuster upside

Opportunity

What Makes Us Different

Backed by an Experienced Team

Prevent Food Allergies... EarliOn™

Intrommune is Seeking $4 Million
Physician kits & early exposure products drive near-term revenue, prove business case and ultimately scale our therapeutic pipeline



A NATIONAL EPIDEMIC
• 36M Americans live without functioning teeth
Unsatisfying options:
• Dentures: cheapest fallback → lifetime of 

discomfort, poor function, repeated replacements
• All-on-X costs: $50–80K / $100k over lifetime → 

Less than 3% can afford it

DENTISTRY NEEDS THIS
• Patients want fixed, functional, beautiful teeth at 

a reasonable cost
• Dentists need a simpler, faster, more profitable 

solution than All-on-X
• Until now, no option existed that was both 

clinically elite and economical for more patients

THE STABILI-TEETH® SOLUTION

MARKET OPPORTUNITY
• U.S. full-arch market available to doctors: 

$500B
• Practices +$860K–$1.2M additional revenue 

per year
• Serviceable obtainable market for Stabili-Teeth: 

$475M / year

BUSINESS MODEL
• Stabili-Teeth® educates and provides ongoing 

support to both doctors and staff utilizing both its 
patented clinical solutions and best in class patient 
engagement practices.

• Licensing & Royalties: subscription + case 
royalties

• Training Academy: live & 24/7 online clinical + 
business education

• Strategic Partnerships: Henry Schein, BioHorizons 
(implants), Roe Dental Lab (prosthetics)

• Patient Acquisition Support (PAS): 5–8x annual 
revenue growth from practices

TRACTION TO DATE
• From 18 practices (2023) → 65 practices 

today with $1 million in yearly revenue run rate
• Over 4,000 arches completed
• Forecasted profitability by 2026

THE EXECUTIVE TEAM

INVESTMENT SUMMARY
JOIN OUR SERIES B FUNDING TO 
EMPOWER A NEW ERA IN DENTISTRY

Raise: $7M preferred shares (minority position)
Pre-Money Valuation: $17.5M
Use of Funds: Facilities, staffing, new products
Forecast: Positive cash flow and profits in 2026. 
140% revenue growth.
Exit: Targeted exit or partial liquidation in 2028

THE PATENTED, SAME-DAY
FULL-ARCH SOLUTION FOR A
SILENT ORAL HEALTH EPIDEMIC

A BETTER SOLUTION
Patients:
50–70% lower cost, 
immediate functional teeth, 
premium aesthetics

Doctors:
1.5–2 hour procedure, 
~$4,000/hour, 75% gross 
margins

Bari Medgaus
Founder, President

& CMO
25 years in media/brand 
partnerships (GQ, Elle) 

Jason Babik
CEO

28-year career in 
finance, M&A, global 

strategy 

Dr. Dale Spadafora
Chief Clinical Officer
AGD Master (<1%) and 

ICOI Diplomate, 
Misch-trained and 

nationally awarded for 
full-arch excellence.

CONTACT:

Jason Babik- CEO 
jbabik@stabili-teeth.com

Bari Medgaus – Founder, President & CMO
bari@stabili-teeth.com





REFRACTION
Refraction is a leading nonprofit innovation hub in Northern Virginia, that provides mentoring, programs,
and office space for startups and high-growth companies to help create jobs in the greater Washington
region. In five years, more than 300 member companies have collectively raised over $350 million in
capital. Refraction’s partners include Amazon, Cox, Dominion Energy, MITRE, Fairfax County, Arlington
County, Loudoun County, Virginia Innovation Partnership Corporation, and Virginia Tech.

FAIRFAX COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
Fairfax County Economic Development Authority (FCEDA) provides a wide array of free and confidential
services and information to assist new, expanding and relocating domestic and international businesses.
FCEDA’s mission is to promote the competitive advantages of Fairfax County and influence the growth of a
diverse and innovative business ecosystem that enhances the tax base, creates demand for commercial
space, and supports an extraordinary and equitable quality of life. Headquartered in Tysons, Fairfax
County’s largest business district, the FCEDA also maintains offices in major business hubs around the
world: Bangalore/Mumbai, Berlin, London, Los Angeles, Seoul, and Tel Aviv. For more information, visit
www.fairfaxcountyeda.org.

FORVIS MAZARS
FORVIS MAZARS has the scale and scope of a dynamic, top 10 professional services firm—but we’ll
continue our legacy of Unmatched Client Experiences with remarkable care, expertise, and drive.
Our clients benefit from a single organization with the enhanced capabilities of an expanded national
platform, deepened industry mastery, greater resources, and innovative advisory services. Our aim is to
help you succeed today while preparing you to forge ahead into a clear future.

Our Partners

NEXT powered by SHULMAN ROGERS
NEXT disrupts the legacy legal industry by offering a broad range of fixed fee solutions (stand-alone
products and annual legal plans) delivered by senior attorneys with valuable business expertise. NEXT
solves the problem that startup and emerging growth companies face when launching their business as well
as scaling: lack of access to predictable legal fees, seasoned attorneys, the latest technology and key
business services. We use cutting edge technology platforms to deliver real efficiencies, transparency and a
collaborative environment for clients, attorneys and investors. NEXT partners with its clients to de-risk their
business and get to the NEXT level, together reaching each milestone of success. NEXT is powered by
Shulman Rogers, a full-service law firm with nearly 100 attorneys offering superior services across a wide
range of practice areas. The firm also offers robust personal services such as residential closings and trust
and estate planning. Shulman Rogers has earned its reputation for providing quality representation,
business insight and client value, serving as a highly attractive alternative to larger, higher- priced firms and
smaller, less diverse firms. Learn more at ShulmanRogers.com. 

BUZZY ROCKET
Buzzy Rocket was founded 12 years ago with the mission to help startups grow and scale their businesses.
Debbie and Victoria do this with their decades of marketing experience combined with their first hand
experience founding, growing and scaling successful startups. They only work with 6 startups at any given
time so they can provide 1:1 attention to you and your team. The Buzzy Rocket team is also made up of web
developers, graphic designers and copywriters so they can help you easily execute the marketing strategy
they create. Learn more about their services at BuzzyRocket.com.
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Our Partners

INES LEBOW, Founder and Principal, Enterprise Transformation Solutions
Ines LeBow is the Founder and Principal Startup Consultant at Enterprise Transformation Solutions (ETS),
which advises entrepreneurs on how to position themselves for funding. Over the course of her 30+ years in
the industry, Ines has helped companies secure more than $800M in funding, led start-ups and turnarounds
for companies with up to $500M in revenue, managed 11 M&A transactions, and guided 9 companies to a
successful exit. With expertise spanning Operations, Executive Leadership, and Mentoring, Turnarounds,
Revenue implementation, Engineering, as well as Communications, Ines has helped many companies
prepare for VC and angel investment.

NORTHERN VIRGINIA TECHNOLOGY COUNCIL 
NVTC is the trade association representing the Northern Virginia technology community. As one of the
nation’s largest technology councils, NVTC serves companies from all sectors of the industry, from small
businesses and startups to Fortune 100 technology companies, government contractors, as well as service
providers, academic institutions, and nonprofit organizations. More than 450 members look to the
organization as a resource for networking and educational opportunities, peer-to-peer communities, policy
advocacy, industry promotion, fostering of strategic relationships, and branding of the region as a major
global technology center. Learn more at www.nvtc.org.

NORTHERN VIRGINIA CHAMBER
The Northern Virginia Chamber, the Voice of Business in Northern Virginia™, represents over 650 local
employers with more than 500,000 regional employees. The Northern Virginia Chamber is the leader in
advancing innovative solutions to the region’s priorities in transportation, education, workforce, and
economic opportunity. For 90-plus years, the Northern Virginia Chamber has been working hand-in-hand
with companies in the region to build a strong business community.

https://www.tedcomd.com/
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SPEAKERS
First Name Last Name Title Company
Tien Wong Founder and Host CONNECTpreneur

Rae Stott CEO Refraction

David Kelley Vice President of Business Investment FCEDA

Jennifer Taylor President and CEO Northern Virginia Technology Council

Keith Camhi Managing Director Techstars

Tasha Cornish Executive Director Cybersecurity Association

Marlon Bernal Assurance Partner Forvis Mazars

Anthony Millin NEXT Chair, Partner Shulman Rogers

Debbie Cline Founder & Chief of Customer Success Buzzy Rocket

PRESENTERS
First Name Last Name Title Company
Matthew Fonte President Cold Snap

Weiqing Gu CEO Dasion

Murat Croci Co-CEO/Cofounder/Operations Ibex Biosciences, Inc.

John VeLure CEO/President I-Lumen

Erick Berglund Board Member Intrommune

Bari Medgaus Founder/President & CMO Stabili-Teeth

Lon White Co-founder & CEO Villari

ATTENDEES
First Name Last Name Title Company
George Abraham CEO Bridgei2

Scott Alford General Partner Oraclum Capital

Walt Anderson Managing Director AVEALTO

Thomas Anderson Managing Partner DataStrategi

Aveline Argo Assistant Director Georgetown Entrepreneurship

Samad Arouna Marketing Coordinator Ryan & Wetmore, PC

Faris Assaadi BPA Insperity
Darrin Auito Partner HEA Law PLLC

Marco Avila CEO MD Hispanic Chamber of Commerce

Borzou Azabdaftari Founder NIckelBronx

Erika Baez-Grimes CEO The BHP Group

Lucinda Bakken Assistant Director Georgetown Entrepreneurship

VJ Bala VP Marketing Partnerships Resmed

Bob Balcerzak CEO Allotropic Tech

Julia Baldini Brain Founder Simplified Metrics

Janet Ballonoff Founder, Principal Consultant Marketing Strategy Solutions
Omair Bangash CTO Metrix Mate

Stephanie Bauer Marshall Senior Advisor M3 Advisors

Joe Beggs CEO and Co-founder GenAssist

Laura Beldin Managing Partner B&L Wealth Group

Lauren Bell CEO Kellotime

Shashi Bellamkonda Principal Research Director Info-Tech Research Group

Moe Benesch Principal V Studios, Inc.
Adam Bennett CEO Sure Stack Ai

Andrew Berkowitz CEO and Cofounder ValuesCo

Marcya Betts Trademark Attorney Darden Betts
John Blair Director, National Business Inv. Fairfax County EDA

Randy Blake Principal Duncaster Investments

Maurice Boissiere Partner DataTribe

John Bracken CEO Sparkworks Collective

Andrew Brewster Senior Director Alvarez and Marsal Tax
John Brown CEO Poncho
Dontae Brown CEO Lotus Consultants

Peter Buchanan Managing Partner NewPlan

JaneScott Cantus Principal Member ILEX Leadership Associates
Steve Cassell COO FourPoints

Kim Chavez Co-Founder CAZA Group & Your Wealth BFF 

Hao Chen VP Capital Bank

Jeff Cherry CEO, Managing General Partner Conscious Venture Partners

December 16 Attendees
As of 12 15 25



Elizabeth Cho-Fertikh Managing Partner MEDA Ventures

Elaine Chu Georgetown University

Matt Cimino Sr. Mgr. Life Sciences BD Maryland Dept of COMMERCE

Sara Clasper Associate Attorney NEXT powered by Shulman Rogers

Melanie Coburn Co-Founder CADRE

Derek Coburn Co-Founder CADRE

Rob Collins CBO / Investor Perfusion Medical

Marjie Cota Director Entrepreneurial Services bwtech@UMBC

Saule Dairabayeva Operations Manager Ibex Biosciences

Jim Dear CEO IMEROPEX

Hank Dearden Executive Director ForestPlanet, Inc.

Jaap Dekkinga Founder TuneURL

Hector Del Castillo CPO Byond

Gladys Del Pozo Founder & CEO GDP Financial Strategies
Richard Demmitt CEO Highland Development Corp

Brian DeMuth GP and Co-founder Riphean Invesments 

Fred Diamond President Institute for Effective Professional Selling

Sam Diener Partner Early Light Ventures

John Dierkes Managing Director Pickwick Capital Partners

Rich DiPippo Partner/Investor NFP

Sheila Dixon CEO Gigology Strategy & Solutions 

Sarah Djamshidi President & Managing Partner  Speedshift Advisors

Lisa Dorsey Private Capital Terra Nova Capital

Amy Dunn Director of Business Developement Ryan & Wetmore, PC

Tom Duquette Director Investor Engagement ColdSnap

Gerard Eldering CEO Perfusion Medical

Herb Ezrin President Potomac Business Group

M. James Faison
Jed Fochtman President Capital Advisors

Lisa Friedlander Chief Revenue Officer NEXT powered by Shulman Rogers

Patrick Furlotti Chairman NuCarbon.world

Raina Gandhi Event Assistant CONNECTpreneur

Vivian Garcia-Tunon Founder VGT People Advisory

Vivian Garica-Tunon Founder VGT People Advisory 

Julie Garrett EVP MediMergent

Greg Giammittorio Partner / Angel Potomac Law Group

Gamble Gilbertson Principal V Studios, Inc.
John Gillespie Chief Growth Officer ezVOLTz
Finn Gillespie Regional Sales Manager ezVOLTz
Simon Gillett Founder, GP, CEO Global AI Internet Freedom Fund
Andrew Goldsmith Partner Mooring Partners

Douglas Goldstein Chief Growth Officer Cinergy

Lei Gong Event Assistant CONNECTpreneur

Lilly Gong Investment Advisor Calibre CPA

Karen Goodman Maschi CEO and Founder Veza Innovations

James Gordon Managing Partner CULTIVA

Shawn Green President MTEC

Josh Greene CEO The Mather Group

Kathleen Griggs CEO Databuoy

Mark Haas CEO Haas Strategy Solutions

Andrew Haberman Partner ESF IP Law
Joe Haehner Managing Director / Angel Riveron

Samer Halawi CEO X-Space Tech

Brian Han Dir, International Business Inv. Fairfax County EDA

Kelly Harrison Founder Mindfully Crafted Solutions
Yuan He CEO N0S.Tech

Natasha Heidenrich Director, Strategy Astroport Space Technologies

Brian Heller Partner Outside General Counsel
Stacey Heller Partner Outside General Counsel
Deb Hemingway General Partner Ecphora Capital

Browning Herbert Managing Director Ringbolt Capital

John Hoeveler Mgr, National Business Investment Fairfax County EDA

Michael Hoff Software Engineer  IsNull Softworks

Justin Holman Managing Partner L'Enfant Capital Partners
Wendy Hookman Psychiatrist WA Ctr for Women's & Children's Wellness

Terry Hsiao Managing Partner BonHope Capital

Matthew Hsiung Manager Forvis Mazars

Helene Huang Principal Cipher

Dave Hyams Co-Founder Longship Legal

mailto:bwtech@UMBC


Omo Igiehon CEO Portals Global
Nelson Irizarry Managing Director Sama Capital
Jay Jeon Asian American Chamber

Jiemin Jordan Managing Partner Decisive Investments

Dr. Samaneh Kamali Co-Founder Caleo Biotechnologies

Michael Karlin Co-CEO Ibex Biosciences

Jim Keeney Founder Dapt Tech, Inc.

Nichole Kelly Co-Founder Arrka Capital

Joe  Kessler Managing Partner NextStage Development

Raana Khan Investment Banking Joseph Stone Capital

Raj Khera CEO MakeMEDIA Corp. 

Tom Klaff CEO Revolution Cooking

Haleigh Kling Consultant Janes

Robert Knauer Principal Eagle Peak Capital Partners

Robert Koenig Sr. Licensing Manager Georgetown University

Marty Koev Head of Investments Koev Brothers

Sotti Koev Co-Founder & Partner Koev Brothers

Katie Kong
Melaina Kuhl Communications Manager Applied Peace Strategies
Bree Kunzel Owner/Publisher Chevy Chase Lifestyle
Michael Labriola Partner Wilson Sonsini
Sean Lam CEO Cross Border Ventures

Carmen Larsen CEO AQUAS

Tony Lau Managing Director Space Strategies

Ines Lebow CEO ETS

Matthew Lee CEO FasTech

Christine Leonard Strategy Director Sen-Jam Pharmaceuticals

Joe Lestingi Founder Management Personnel Xchange (MPX)

Marissa Levin CEO Marissa International 

Martin Levine Founder & Chair Acting Globally
Xiaonao Liu CEO Nanobiofab

Jim Long Managing Director VentureCross Partners

Janet Lopez SVP Pinnacle Financial Partners
Sabrina Lu Event Assistant CONNECTpreneur

Watson Lu COO Dasion

Tai Mai Investor VIPC

Sam Malhotra CEO ezVOLTz.com
Lucia Manic VP Atlantic Union Bank
Mahmoud Mardishy Founder & CEO Eos Ray Energy
Stephanie Marshall Advisor/Co-founder M3 Advisors/Citrine Angels

TJ Master Innovation Commercialization ICAP

Jesse McCool COO Our Blood Institute

Jack McDougle CEO Greater Washington Board of Trade

Joe Mechlinsky CEO SHIFT

Dr. Raj Mehra President Global Wellness MD
Trushant Mehta Co-Founder & CTA OpenEyes Technologies

Andres Mendoza CEO IsNull Softworks

Jomy Methipara Partner Dickinson Wright

Cam Mills Portfolio Manager Mad River Macro
John Morgan Principal Morgan.Global

Marie-Louise Murville CEO GoalsHabitsSkills

Charlie Nahabedian CEO VK Digital Health

Silvana Nani CEO Korabi Consulting

Kim Nguyen Partner Blu Venture Investors

Michelle Nguyen CEO Timely Partner

Michael O'Brien Managing Partner Siol Venture Capital

Charlie Paret Managing Partner Cleanport Ventures

Jean‑Luc Park Senior Dir. Social Impact Funds TEDCO

Shashank Patel Founder Monocacy Therapeutics
Nayia Pierrakos Co-Founder Eos Ray Energy
Sharon Plummer Founder Kind Worldwide Ventures
Michael Polmar Chief Growth Officer Tyto Athene

Daniel Puskin Co-Founder BeneKinetic
Jeff Reid Founding Director Georgetown Entrepreneurship

Victor Rhoder III VP of Channels and Strategic Partnerships AtWork Systems LLC
Kyle Ritter Investor NextEra Energy Investments

Shahzeb Rizvi CEO Metrix Mate

Chris Rodriguez CEO iExcel
Alex Rojas Private Wealth Mgt UBS



Chris Romeo CEO OneTier
Hannah Romick Co-founder/CEO Conscient Strategies

Josh Rosenbaum President Mindshare Holdings, Inc.

Larry Rosenfeld Managing Partner McLean Partners

Mark Rothman President The MYTA Corporation

Todd Rowley President, Central VA Old Dominion National Bank

Dev Roy CEO Intraintel.ai
Yaseen Saddiqui Associate Forvis Mazars

Rosemarie Savino Co-Founder & COO Vannadium, Inc.

Robert Schmid Strategic Advisor Acumen Payments and Services
Peter Schwartz Principal Jibe Consultants

Michael Schwartz Relationship Manager, VP JP Morgan
Maggie Scully Director Frederick National Laboratory for Cancer Research

Serena Seoyeon Asian American Chamber

Cindy Shao CEO Asian American Chamber

Lisa Shapiro Managing Director GO Virginia Region 7

Kathy Sheng Founder and Executive Coach Sheng Coaching and Consulting

Todd Sherbacow President Suite Matters

Vishal Sihag Georgetown University

Suzannah Simmons Founder Phlox Partners

Jared Sloane Vice President, Membership NVC

Karen Smaw Dir, Diversity Bus Inv & E-ship Fairfax County EDA

Mike Smith CEO/Angel Investor MSBD

Kristen Sohn VP of Operations Stabili-Teeth Inc.

Terry Song Founder & CTO Trade ESP
Richard Staats CEO Zhalindorian Embassy
Joe Statter CFO Kiswe

Lissette Steele COO Ten Ten Life

Henry Stoever Founder and Managing Principal Windsor Strategy

Shella Sylla COO Prismm

Calvin Sze Event Assistant CONNECTpreneur

William Tan

Barry Toser President TNT Advisory

Jody Toser Principal TNT Advisory

Hai Tran CEO & Founder Veracity Engineering

Thania Trieu President Let Her Shine

Stefanie Trop Director, Life Sciences MD Department of Commerce

Rosemarie Truman Founder Center for Advancing innovation

Andrew Tsintsiruk CEO Rohic

Martha Underwood CEO Prismm

Uday Upreti Founder and Executive Coach Google Developer Group Organizer

Carol Van Cleef CEO Luminous Group

Ven Vanga CEO ERProot

Sirish Rao Vattam Co-Founder, & CEO Trade ESP
Vijay Walia Investor MDX23
Audrey Wallace Vice President Legat Commercial Real Estate
Dana Weinberg
Tom Weithman Managing Director Virginia Venture Partners

Matt Whitaker Managing Director, M&A Quantive Advisors

Robert Williams Sr Dir of Growth & Innovation Refraction

Darren Womer CEO National Capital Companies

Vennard Wright CEO PerVista AI

Jessica Xie Event Assistant CONNECTpreneur

John Yetman Founder CEO Stories

Dendy Young Managing Partner McLean Capital

Assad Zamir Founder/President Zamir Foundation

Mike Zheng CEO DataNinja AI



Thank you to
our Partners



SCOTT
ALFORD
Oraclum Capital

MARCO 
AVILA
WSP

ERIKA 
BAEZ-GRIMES
The BPH Group

THANK YOU TO OUR
HOST COMMITTEE

JEFF
CHERRY
Conscious
Venture Partners

TASHA
CORNISH
Cybersecurity
Association

JOHN
DIERKES
Pickwick Capital
Partners

JAMES
GIBBONS
Alpha Pointe
Capital

MATTHEW
LEE
FASTech

JOHN
YETMAN
CEO Stories



INES LEBOW
CEO

Enterprise Transformation
Solutions

MALI PHONPADITH
CEO

SOAR Community
Network

JACKIE LUO
Founder

BAM Advisory

EVAN SHUBIN
Pres. and Founder

Results.now, Inc. and
Candlelight Partners

MARISSA LEVIN
CEO

Successful Culture
International

JET LU
Customer Solutions

Amazon Web Services

MICHAEL RIEMER
CEO & Board Member

Vocinity

LAURA HILL
Chief of Staff

Bentley

JOHN MORGAN
General Partner
Morgan Global

MICHELLE MILLER
Founder

MRM Consulting

Thank you to
our prep team

MICHAEL HANSON
Consultant

Optimum Dynamics LLC



view a list of all
rsvps for today's

event here!

Healthcare
 Investor Brunch

January 11
San Francisco, CA

Upcoming
 In-person event!

February 5
Baltimore, MD

Register now forRegister now for



Post-event recap to

300k business
leaders

in our Community

V I R T U A L  A N D  I N - P E R S O N

CALL FOR PRESENTERS

Unprecedented

Networking
sessions

before, during, and
after each event

Free lifetime
admission

to all
CONNECTpreneur

Forums

SCAN HERE FOR
THE IN-PERSON
BROCHURE:

SCAN HERE FOR
THE VIRTUAL
BROCHURE:



Private
Investor
Platform
One of the nations largest investor
communities of 4,500+ HNW/UHNW private
investors, angels, family offices, investment
groups, and small institutional investors. Vetted, qualified,

accredited
Investors

We
guarantee
our results

Exclusive,
cost effective,

& reliable

Tien Wong
CEO
twong@opus8.com

Skylar Rallison
Community Manager
srallison@opus8.com

View the full
brochure

Get funded with our



with us!


